
HOUSE No. 200

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING
ON RAPID TRANSIT FOR COMMUNITIES SERVED BY THE
SAUGUS BRANCH OF THE BOSTON AND MAINE RAILROAD.

ieet, Boston, 9 December, 1924

To the Honorable Senate and He General Court assembled .

The General Court of 1923 passed tl following

Cha T

Resolve providing for an Inv
Transit System for the C

RELATIVE TO A COMPREHENSIVE RAPID
VED BY THE SAUGUS BRANCH OF THEn

Boston and Maine Railroad,

Resolved , That the division of r
relative to a comprehensive system

inning is hereby directed to investigate
rapid transit for those communities servedipre

by the Saugus branch of the Boston and IV
recommendations, with drafts of such legis

Railroad, and to report its conclusions and
to the general

court not later than January tenth, nineteen h
tion has been made therefor, the said division

andred and twenty-five. After an appropria-
may expend for the purpose aforesaid suchvision

sums, not exceeding five thousa
shall be paid in the first instan

Ms so expended
y of the commonwealth, and shall bem the tre

sessed by the state treasurer upon the city of IV
as state taxes. If and when the comprehensh
structed, the sums, the expenditure of which

iden at the same time and in the same manner
system or systems mentioned above are con-

-3 authorized by this resolve, shall be treated
and shall be repaid to the commonwealth bypart of the cost of the construct

the persons and corporatic
[Approved May 25, 1923.

1 redistributed to the city aforesaid,

ivision respectfully submits its report.In conformity with that resolve, thi
with the acquisition or operation by theThe subject matter of the resolve dc

Boston Elevated Railway of part or all of the Saugus Branch of the Boston &

Maine Railroad and its connection with the rapid transit line of the Elevated at
the Everett terminal, to the end that rapid transit service may be extended from
the Everett terminal over said Branch to Malden center or points beyond.

The Saugus Branch leaves the Eastern Division of the Boston & Maine Rail-
road in the southerly part of the city of Everett, about one thousand feet north
of the present Elevated terminal, and extends in a general northerly and north-
easterly direction to Malden, Saugus, and Lynn. Its total length is about 9| miles,
with 16 stations, and with a train service consisting of 10 outbound and 11 inbound
per day on week days only. The Branch also carries a moderate amount of freight
service for the industries located along its route. The records of the Boston &

Maine Railroad show a probable annual delivery of about 5,000 oars of freight,
or say from 15 to 16 per day. In addition to the local freight and passenger serv-
ice along the Branch, this Branch also serves as a by-pass for freight or passenger
trains in case of accident on the Eastern division between Lynn and Everett.

The above figures show that the freight a
is light; and the records of the Boston & T
is run at a substantial operating loss. It \
& Maine Railroad could well afford to sell or

and passenger service over the Branch
Maine Railroad show that the Branch
would therefore seem that the Boston
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vated of freight to the industries along the route. The Railroad, however, seriously
objects to the sale of part of the Branch, because of the great difficulty in the cost
of operating the remainder. On the other hand, the acquisition of the entire
Branch by the Elevated might place a serious burden upon the Elevated, and
would extend its services far beyond its usual radius of action, and far beyond a
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radius under which a ten-cent fare could operate. We recognize that the Saugus
Branch offers a logical route for the extension of the Elevated service from Everett
to Malden and Saugus; and extensive studies which we have made of the cost
of electrifying the part of the Branch to Malden and Saugus would indicate that
the cost is not excessive. We find, however, that at the present time the one-way
traffic originating at Malden Square or points beyond now carried by the Elevated
is less than 7,000 passengers per day; and while this traffic would undoubtedly
be increased if rapid transit service were extended to Malden, yet the traffic is
too light to warrant the expenditure required for the purchase and electrification

the entire Branch
In our opinion, it will be extremely difficult to provide for rapid transit exten-

sions until some amendments to the act creating public control for the Elevated
have been passed and it becomes possible for the Elevated to secure capital and to
enter into long time leases for rapid transit extensions. A recess committee was
appointed by the last legislature to study this most important question; and we
are hopeful that the present legislature will solve this problem and make possible
the orderly development of rapid transit service in the metropolitan district.
Until, however, some legislative action has been taken, extensions of rapid transit

irvice must be held in abeyance
ation indicate the imperative need of an
Governor Square, and later an extension
yuare. Each of these projects will facili-

Our studies of the general transit site
extension of rapid transit service beyond

rapid transit service from Lechme
tate transportation service to from 40,000 to 50,000 passengers; and obviously
must take precedence over an improvement of service to a group of 10,000or less.

Suggestions have, been made that marked improvements may be made in the
Main Street-Salem Street service by reducing the number of stops and constructing
an over-pass above the Revere Beach Boulevard for both Malden and Everett
cars. This suggestion is certainly worthy of study.

We feel that the Malden-Saugus situation is important and is deserving of more
careful and thorough study than we have yet been able to give to this matter;
and, in view of the fact that apparently no action can be taken on this matter at
the present session of the legislature, because of the great pressure of other im-
provements involving much larger numbers of passengers, we recommend that an
extension of time of one year be given to this division in which to submit its final
report on Chapter 71 of the resolves of 1923. A resolve granting such an exten-
sion accompanies this report.

Chapter 364 of the special Acts of 1917 provides that the Elevated shall con-
struct an expensive underground terminal in Everett. The provisions of the Act
have been postponed from year to year, the last postponement expiring June 1,
1925, by Chapter 163 of the Acts of 1924. To build such a terminal would cost
several million dollars, and would in our opinion be unwise. When money is
spent it should be spent not in the construction of an expensive terminal but in
the extension of service through Everett to Malden either by the Saugus Branch
or by some other suitable route. In view of this fact, and in view of the further
fact that the present terminal is giving reasonably satisfactory service, we recom-
mend the repeal of the act providing for the construction of the underground
terminal at Everett. Such a repeal act accompanies this report.

Respectfully submitted,

DIVISION OF

H. I. Harriman, Chairman.
A. C. Ratshesky.
Ralph S. Bauer.
Richard K. Hale.
Everett E. Stone.
Frank G. Hall.
Francis E. Slattery.
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Resolve providing for an Extension op the Time within which the Divi-
sion of Metropolitan Planning shall submit to the General Court
its Report relative to a Comprehensive Rapid Transit System for
the Communities served by the Saugus Branch op the Boston and
Maine Railroad.

Resolved, That the time within which the division of metropolitan planning is
required by chapter seventy-one of the resolves of nineteen hundred twenty-three
to investigate and report to the General Court relative to a comprehensive system
or systems of rapid transit for those communities served by the Saugus branch of
the Boston and Maine railroad is hereby extended to January fifteenth, nineteen
hundred twenty-six, and that said division may expend for the continuance of its
investigations any unexpended balance of the sum appropriated by said resolve.

An Act repealing Certain Acts relative to a Subway proposed to be con-
structed in the Cities of Everett and Malden.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows.
Parts II and 111 of chapter seven hundred seventy-seven of the Acts of nineteen

hundred thirteen, as amended by chapter three hundred sixty-four of the Special
Acts of nineteen hundred seventeen, chapter four hundred sixty-five of the Acts
of nineteen hundred twenty-three and chapter one hundred sixty-three of the Acts
of nineteen hundred twenty-four are hereby repealed.




