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By Mr. Goodwin of Melrose, petition of Richard W. Hale rela-

tive to petitions for admission, removal and reinstatement of at-
torneys at law and to proceedings thereon. The Judiciary (Joint),
Jan. 13.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act relative to the Removal of Attorneys at Law
and to Proceedings thereon and upon Petitions for
Reinstatement and for Admission of Attorneys.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section forty of chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 one of the General Laws as amended by chapter
3 one hundred and thirty-four of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-four is hereby further
5 amended by inserting before the last sentence the
6 following: Whenever a petition is filed for the
7 reinstatement of any person as an attorney, the
8 court shall designate an attorney to take part in
9 the inquiry. Whenever a petition is filed for the

10 admission of any person as an attorney, the court
11 may designate an attorney to take part in the in-
-12 quiry, to investigate and report to the court, and
13 may direct such attorney or any other attorney to
14 oppose the application. And by changing the last
15 sentence to read: The expenses of any investi-
-16 gation, inquiry, or proceedings in either court ”,

17 etc., so as to read as follows: —Section 40.
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18 An attorney may be removed by the supreme ju-
-19 dicial or superior court for deceit, mal-practice or
20 other gross misconduct, and shall also be liable in
21 damages to the person injured thereby, and to such
22 other punishment as may be provided by law.
23 Whenever a petition is filed for the removal of an
24 attorney, the proceedings thereafter shall be con-
-25 ducted by an attorney to be designated by the court.
26 Whenever a petition is filed for the reinstatement
27 of any person as an attorney, the court shall desig-
-28 nate an attorney to take part in the inquiry. When-
-29 ever a petition is filed for the admission of any
30 person as an attorney, the court may designate an
31 attorney to take part in the inquiry, to investigate
32 and report to the court, and may direct such at-
-33 torney or any other attorney to oppose the applica-
-34 tion. The expenses of any investigation, inquiry,
35 or proceedings in either court shall be paid as in
36 criminal prosecutions in the superior court.


