
HOUSE No. 383
By Mr. Whidden of Brookline, petition of Renton Whidden rela-

tive to abolishing town meeting members at large for limited town
meetings in the town of Brookline. Towns. Jan. 13.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act abolishing Town Meeting Members at Large
for Limited Town Meetings in the Town of Brook-
line.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter thirty-six of
2 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one is
3 hereby amended by striking out in the fourth, fifth
4 and sixth lines the words “ other than those officials
5 hereinafter designated in section three as town
6 meeting members at large”, —so as to read as
7 follows: Section 2. There shall be twenty-seven
8 town meeting members of the town in each of such
9 precincts elected by ballot conformably to the laws

10 relative to elections not inconsistent with this act.
11 The town meeting members heretofore elected
12 under the provisions of the said chapter two hun-
-13 dred and fifty of the Special Acts of nineteen hun-
-14 dred and fifteen, as amended, and those elected at
15 the annual town election in nineteen hundred and
16 twenty-one shall be town meeting members for the
17 terms for which they were so elected. Hereafter,
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18 except as hereinafter provided, at each annual town
19 election the said voters of each precinct in the town
20 shall, in like manner, elect nine of their number to
21 be town meeting members of the town for the term
22 of three years, and shall at such election fill for the
23 unexpired term or terms any vacancies then exist-
-24 ing in the number of town meeting members in
25 their respective precincts. Upon every revision of
26 the precincts or of any of them the term or terms
27 of office of all town meeting members within each
28 and every such revised precinct shall cease at the
29 next ensuing annual town election, and at such
30 annual town election there shall be an entirely new
31 election of town meeting members in each and every
32 precinct so revised, as well as in any new precinct
33 or precincts established. The town clerk shall,
34 after every election of town meeting members,
35 forthwith notify each member by mail of his or
36 her election, with instructions to signify in writ-
-37 ing to the town clerk within seven days from the
38 receipt of such notice his or her acceptance or re-
-39 fusal of such membership.

1 Section 2. Section three of said chapter thirty-
-2 six is hereby amended by striking out all after the
3 word “ act ” in the fifth line down to and inclnd-
-4 ing the word ‘ ‘ voters ’ ’ in the sixteenth line, so
5 as to read as follows: Section 3. The town
6 meetings of Brookline, except as otherwise pro-
-7 vided for in section five of this act shall, there-
-8 after, be limited to, or composed each year of, the
9 registered voters specified and elected under sec-

-10 tions two and seven of this act. The town clerk
11 shall notify the town meeting members of the time
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12 when and place where town meetings are to be
13 held, such notices, when practicable, to be sent by
11 mail at least four days before any such meeting.
15 The town meeting members, as aforesaid, shall be
16 the judges of the elections and qualifications of
17 their own members. Not less than one half of all
18 of the town meeting members, as aforesaid, of any
19 such limited town meeting must be present thereat
20 to constitute a quorum for doing business, but a less
21 number may organize temporarily and may adjourn
22 from time to time. All town meetings shall be held
23 with open doors. The town meeting members shall
24 receive no compensation for their services as such.
25 Subject to such conditions as may be determined
26 from time to time by its members at any such lim-
-27 ited town meeting any registered voter of the town
28 wdio is not a town meeting member may speak, but
29 not vote, at such a meeting. Any town meeting
30 member may resign as such member by filing a
31 written notice to that effect with the town clerk,
32 such resignation to take effect on the date of such
33 filing; and any town meeting member who removes
34 from Brookline shall cease to be a town meeting
35 member.




