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By Mr. Shattuck of Boston, petition of Frank H. Briggs and
others that provision be made for the licensing of gunning stands
used by hunters. Conservation. Jan. 19.

An Act relative to the licensing of Gunning Stands
used by Hunters.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cbe Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter one hun-
-2 tired and thirty-one of the General Laws as
3 amended by chapter four hundred and sixty-seven
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one is
5 hereby further amended by inserting after the
6 words “ as provided in the following sections, ” in
7 the ninth line of said section as amended, the fol-
-8 lowing: —or shall hunt, pursue, take or kill any
9 migratory waterfowl from any permanent or semi-

-10 permanent gunning stand, unless under such rules
11 and regulations as the department may establish
12 the owner or lessee of such stand has first obtained
13 a license authorizing the maintenence of such stand
14 for such purpose; —so that said section will read
15 as follows: Section 3. Except as provided in
16 sections forty-four, forty-nine, sixty-two, eighty-
-17 two or eighty-three, no person shall hunt, pursue,
18 take or kill any bird or quadruped, or shall fish.
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19 except as hereinafter provided, in any of the in-
-20 land waters of the commonwealth stocked by the
21 director or his predecessors since January first,
22 nineteen hundred and ten, without first having ob-
-23 tained a certificate of registration authorizing him
24 so to do, as provided in the following sections, or
25 shall hunt, pursue, take or kill any migratory water-
-26 fowl from any permanent or semi-permanent gnu-
-27 ning stand, unless under such rules and regulations
28 as the department may establish the owner or les-
-29 see of such stand has first obtained a license author-
-30 izing the maintenance of such stand for such pur-
-31 pose; provided, that nothing in sections three to
32 fourteen, inclusive, shall be construed as affecting
33 in any way the General Laws relating to trespass,
34 or as authorizing the hunting, pursuing, taking,
35 wounding or killing, or the possession of, birds
36 or quadrupeds, contrary to law, or the taking of
37 fish, or the possession thereof, contrary to law.
38 But said sections shall not prohibit any person
39 who is a legal resident of the commonwealth from
40 hunting or trapping on land owned or leased by him
41 or from fishing in any inland waters bordered by
42 such land; provided, that he is actually domiciled
43 thereon, and that the land is used exclusively for
44 agricultural purposes, and not for club, shooting
45 or fishing purposes.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and
2 thirty-one as amended as aforesaid is hereby fur-
-3 ther amended by striking out section four and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 4. Upon the application of any person
6 entitled to receive a certificate of registration to
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7 hunt, trap and fish, hereinafter called a combination
8 certificate of registration, or a certificate of regis-
-9 tration to hunt and trap or to fish, or a certificate

10 of registration to maintain a gunning stand, and
11 upon payment of the registration fee hereinafter
12 specified and the furnishing of an affidavit by any
13 non-resident desiring to be classified under clause
14 one, two or three of section nine, the clerk of any
15 town shall register and issue to such person a com-
-16 bination certificate of registration, or a certificate
17 of registration to hunt and trap or to fish, or a
18 certificate of registration to maintain a gunning
19 stand, as the case may be, in the form prescribed
20 upon a blank furnished by the division. A com-
-21 bination certificate of registration shall authorize
22 the person so registered to hunt birds, to hunt and
23 trap quadrupeds and to fish, subject to existing
24 laws. A certificate of registration to hunt and trap
25 shall authorize the person so registered to hunt
26 birds and to hunt and trap quadrupeds, subject to
27 existing laws. A certificate of registration to fish
28 shall authorize the person so registered to fish,
29 subject to existing laws. A certificate of registra-
-30 tion to maintain a gunning stand shall authorize
31 the person so registered to maintain a gunning
32 stand at the location specified in the license and
33 subject to existing laws. Each certificate issued
34 hereunder shall bear the name, age, occupation,
35 place of residence, signature and identifying de-
-36 seription of the person so registered, shall be valid
37 for use to and including the following December
38 thirty-first, shall not be transferable and shall be
•D produced for examination upon the demand of any
40 person. Failure or refusal to produce a certificate
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41 issued hereunder upon such demand shall be prima
42 facie evidence of the violation of sections three to
43 fourteen, inclusive.

1 Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and
2 thirty-one as amended as aforesaid is hereby fur-
-3 ther amended by inserting in amended section six,
4 after the words “ to hunt and trap ” at the end
5 of the seventh line of said amended section, the
6 words: and an owner or lessee of real estate in
7 this commonwealth who is of age and a resident of
8 the commonwealth may be granted a certificate of
9 registration to maintain a gunning stand— ;so

10 that said section as amended will read as follows:
11 Section 6. Except as herein provided, a citizen
12 of the United States may be granted a combination
13 certificate of registration or a certificate of regis-
-14 tration to hunt and trap, and an unnaturalized for-
-15 eign born resident owning real estate in the com-
-16 monwealth assessed for taxation at not less than
17 five hundred dollars may be granted a certificate
18 of registration to hunt and trap, and an owner or
19 lessee of real estate in this commonwealth who is
20 of age and a resident of the commonwealth may be
21 granted a certificate of registration to maintain a

22 gunning stand. No combination certificate of reg-
-23 istration or certificate of registration to hunt and
24 trap shall be granted to minors under the age of
25 fifteen, nor, as a matter of right, to minors between
26 the ages of fifteen and eighteen, but any town clerk
27 may, upon payment to him of a fee of twenty-five
28 cents, issue a certificate to any minor between the
29 ages of twelve and eighteen who is a citizen of the
SO United States authorizing him to take wild quadra-
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31 peds by trap only, in conformity with law. Every
32 application hereunder from a minor under the age
33 of eighteen shall be in writing and shall be ac-

-34 companied by the written consent thereto of the
35 parent or guardian, which shall be preserved by the
36 clerk. Any citizen of the United States, or any
37 unnaturalized foreign born resident who is quali-
-38 tied as aforesaid or who has made the primary de-
-39 claration of intention to become a citizen of the
40 United States, may be granted a certificate of reg-
-41 istration to fish; provided, that any citizen of the
42 United States under the age of eighteen may fish
43 without such certificate.

1 Section 4. Said chapter one hundred and
2 thirty-one as amended as aforesaid is hereby fur-
-3 ther amended by inserting at the end of amended
4 section seven the following: —An unnaturalized
5 foreign born resident entitled under the preceding
6 section to a certificate of registration to maintain
7 a gunning stand shall pay therefor a fee of fifteen
8 dollars to the clerk of the town where he resides.

1 Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and
2 thirty-one as amended as aforesaid is hereby fur-
-3 ther amended by inserting in the third line from
4 the end of amended section eight, after the words
5 “one dollar and fifty cents ”, the words: and
6 for a certificate to maintain a gunning stand a fee
7 of ten dollars; —so that said section as amended
8 will read as follows: Section 8. Every citizen
9 of the United States who has been a resident of

10 the commonwealth for six months next prior to the
11 date of his application for a certificate of regis-
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12 tration shall pay as fees therefor to the clerk of
13 the town from whom he secures the certificate, for
14 a combination certificate of registration two dol-
-15 lars, and for a certificate of registration to hunt
16 and trap one dollar and fifty cents, and for a cer-
-17 tificate to maintain a gunning stand a fee of ten
18 dollars; and for a certificate of registration to fish
19 he shall pay to the clerk or deputy registrar a fee
20 of one dollar.

1 Section 6. Said chapter one hundred and
2 thirty-one as amended as aforesaid is hereby fur-
-3 ther amended by inserting after section thirty-two
4 a new section, to be numbered thirty-two A, reading
5 as follows:
6 Section 32A. The discharge of firearms within
7 or near a permanent or semi-permanent gunning
8 stand, during close seasons as provided either by
9 federal regulations or the laws of this common-

10 wealth, shall be deemed prima facie evidence of vio-
-11 lation of terms and provisions of the license of
12 said stand, and said license shall be canceled, and
13 the owner or lessee of said stand shall be punish-
-14 able by a fine of not less than twenty-five nor more
15 than one hundred dollars.










