
HOUSE No. 646
By Mr. Coyne of Boston, petition of James M. Curley, mayor of

Boston, for legislation to prevent the pauperization of certain vet-
erans now or formerly in the service of the United States govern-
ment or their dependents by the receipt of public aid in hospitals
or under public institutions. Military Affairs. Jan. 19.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act to prevent the Pauperization of Certain
Veterans now or formerly in the Service of the
United States Government or their Dependents by
the Receipt of Public Aid in Hospitals or under
Public Institutions.

Be it enacted toy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

Cf)t Commontoealtft of 90a0sacl)usetts.

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and sixteen of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 at the end of section one the following: Seventh,
4 It any person who enlisted or was mustered into
5 the service of the United States as a part of the
6 quota of any city or town of the commonwealth
7 under the call of the President of the United States
8 during the Civil War, the War with Spain, the
9 Philippine Insurrection, the Boxer Up-rising, and

10 the World War, or who was assigned as a part of
11 the quota thereof, having been enlisted or mustered
12 into said service, or his wife, widow or minor chil-
-13 dren or his dependent father or mother receives aid
14 from any public hospital or public institution where
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35 a definite charge is made, the officials of such hos-
-16 pital or institution shall, within three days, notify
17 the local soldiers’ relief agent or the person who
18 acts in such capacity, who shall investigate and
19 refer the case of the soldiers’ relief agent at the
20 place of legal settlement of the person receiving
21 such public aid. If any person so aided is unable
22 to pay the charge made by the hospital or institu-
-23 tion, such charge shall be paid by the place of
24 settlement from funds set aside for the relief of
25 soldiers and their dependents eligible under the law
26 in order that the recipient of such aid shall not be
27 pauperized. Any person who so served, or his de-
-28 pendents, as heretofore set forth, who has no legal
29 settlement in the commonwealth, but who is aided
30 by a public hospital or institution while in process
31 of gaining a settlement, and who is unable to pay,
32 shall not be deemed to be pauperized by receiving
33 such aid. If such person is aided by a public hos-
-34 pital or other public institution where there is no
35 definite charge and where no demand for payment
36 is made, he or they shall not be deemed to have been
37 pauperized by the receipt of such aid.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






