
Bv Mr. Casey of Cambridge, petition of James B. Casey for an
amendment of the law relative to the sale and carrying of firearms.
Public Safety. Jan. 19.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Hive.

An Act relative to the Sale and Carrying of Firearms.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and twenty-one
if chapter one hundred and forty of the General

3 Laws, as amended by section one of chapter four
4 hundred and eighty-five of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and twenty-two, is hereby further amended
6 by striking out the words ‘ ‘ nor to sales of firearms
7 at wholesale ” in the last line thereof, so as to
8 read as follows: Section 121. In sections one
9 hundred and twenty-two to one hundred and twenty-

-10 nine, inclusive, “ firearms ” includes a pistol, re-
-11 volver or other weapon of any description, loaded
12 or unloaded, from which a shot, bullet or buckshot
13 can be discharged and of which the length of barrel,
14 not including any revolving, detachable or maga-
-15 zine breech, does not exceed twelve inches. Said
16 sections shall not apply to antique firearms incap •

17 able of use as firearms.
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1 Section 2. Section one hundred and twenty-two
2 of chapter one hundred and forty of the General
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3 Laws, as amended by section two of chapter four
4 hundred and eighty-five of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and twenty-two, is hereby further amended
6 by striking out said section and the said amendment
7 thereto, and inserting in the place thereof the
8 following: Section 122. The licensing authori-
-9 ties in any town may, in their discretion and upon

10 written application therefor, grant licenses to
11 persons to sell, rent or lease firearms except how-
-12 ever that no license shall be so granted unless the
13 written application therefor shall have been ap-
-14 proved by the commissioner of public safety or
15 by such public officer in any town as the commis-
-16 sioner of public safety may designate for the pur-
-17 pose of approving such applications. Every such
18 license shall be numbered and shall state the name
19 of the person to whom it is issued and shall specify
20 the name of the person approving the written ap-
-21 plication, the street and number, if any, of the
22 building where the business is to be carried on, and
23 said license shall be valid only at the place specified
24 therein.

1 Section 3. Section one hundred and thirty-one
2 of chapter one hundred and forty of the General
3 Laws, as amended by section nine of chapter four
4 hundred and eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and twenty-two, is hereby further amended
6 by striking out the word “ license ” wherever it
7 appears therein and substituting therefor the word:
8 permit, —so as to read as follows: Section
9 131. The justice of a court or a trial justice, the

10 board of police or mayor of a city, the selectmen
11 of a town, or the commissioner of public safety, or
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12 persons authorized by them, may, upon the ap-
-13 plication of any person residing or having a place
14 of business within the jurisdiction of the person
]5 issuing the permit, issue a permit to such person
16 to carry a pistol or revolver in the commonwealth,
]7 if it appears that the applicant has good reason to
18 fear an injury to his person or property, or for any
19 other proper purpose, and that he is a suitable per-
-20 son to hold such a permit. Such permit shall be
21 issued for a term not to exceed one year, but may
22 be for a less period, and all such permits shall bo
23 revocable at the will of the person or body issuing
24 the same. Said permits shall be issued on forms,

25 issued by the commissioner of public safety and a
26 copy of every permit so issued shall within one
27 week after the granting thereof be sent to said
28 commissioner.

1 Section 4. Section one hundred and twenty-
-2 three of chapter one hundred and forty of the Gen-
-3 eral Laws, as amended by section four of chapter
4 four hundred and eighty-five of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and twenty-two, is hereby further amended
6 by striking out the second and seventh provisions
7 thereof and inserting in the place of the second pro-
-8 vision thereof the following: Second, That every
9 licensee shall before delivery of a firearm require

10 the purchaser, exchanger, or hirer to exhibit a per-
il mit to carry the same, as provided by section one
12 hundred and thirty-one of chapter one hundred and
13 forty of the General Laws as amended, or a cer-
-14 tifieation by the commissioner of public safety or
15 by such public officer in any town as said commis-
-16 sioner may designate for that purpose that such
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7 purchaser, exchanger or hirer is a suitable person
8 to possess a firearm, and shall make or cause to hr.

19 made a true entry in a sales record book to be fur-
-10 nished by the licensing authorities and to be kept
11 for that purpose, specifying the description of the
12 firearm, the make, number, whether single barrel,

magazine, revolver, pin, rim or central fire, whether
14 sold, rented or leased, the date and hour of such
15 delivery, and shall require the signature, sex, resi-
16 dence and occupation of the purchaser, exchanger,
17 or hirer. The said book shall be open at all times
18 to the inspection of the licensing authorities, of the
19 police, and of any member of the department of
30 public safety, —so as to read as follows: Section

L 123. The license shall be expressed to be and shall
1 be subject to the following conditions:—First, That

he provisions in regard to the nature of the license
hicli the business may be car-Id.(

nder it shall be strictly adhered to. Sec-
36 ond. That every licensee shall before delivery of a

7 firearm require the purchaser, exchanger or hirer
8 to exhibit a permit to carry the same, as provided

by section one hundred and thirty-one of chapter
40 one hundred and forty of the General Laws as

41 amended or a certification by the commissioner of
42 public safety or by such public officer in any town
43 as said commissioner may designate for that pur-
-44 pose that such purchaser, exchanger or hirer is a

45 suitable person to possess a firearm and shall make
46 or cause to be made a true entry in a sales record
47 book to be furnished by the licensing authorities
48 and to be kept for that purpose, specifying the de-
-49 scription of the firearm, the make, number, whether
50 single barrel, magazine, revolver, pin, rim or cen-
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51 tral fire, whether sold, rented or leased, the date
52 and hour of such delivery, and shall require the
53 signature, sex, residence and occupation of theo3

54 purchaser, exchanger or hirer. The said hook shall
55 be open at all times to the inspection of the licens-
-56 ing authorities, of the police, and of any member
57 of the department of public safety. Third, That
58 the license of a copy thereof, certified by the record
59 ing officer of the licensing authorities or by the59

the town by which it is issued, shall60 e.

61 displayed on the premises in a position where itPl
ly be read. Fourth, That no firearms sin

63 be displayed m any outer window ot said prenus(

Ny other place where they can readily be
65 seen from the outside. Fifth, That the licer
66 shall, once a week, send a copy of the record of
67 sales made by him for the preceding seven days to

and to the commissionercensing authorities68 t

69 of public safety. Sixth, That every firearm shall
lelivered securely w apped and fastened and70 I

elivered. Seventh, Thatbe unloaded when71
72 every licensee shall before the delivery of ammuni-

r use in any firearm require the purchaser
74 exchanger or hirer to exhibit a permit to can

arms or a certification by the commissioner oft o

76 public safety as provided in this section and no
77 delivery of ammunition shall be made by any li
78 censee except of a calibre proper for use in the
79 firearm designated in the permit of such purchaser,
80 hirer or exchanger. Eighth, That the license shall
81 be subject to forfeiture as herein provided for
82 breach of any of its conditions, and that, if the
83 licensee is convicted of a violation of any such con
84 dition his license shall thereupon become void.
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1 Section 5. Section one hundred and thirty of
2 chapter one hundred and forty of the General Laws,
3 as amended by section eight of chapter four hun-
-4 dred and eighty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred
5 and twenty-two, is hereby further amended by strik-
-6 ing out said section and the amendment thereto and
7 inserting in place thereof the following:
8 Section 131. Whoever sells or furnishes to a
9 minor under the age of twenty-one, or to an un-

10 naturalized foreign born person who has not a per-
il mit to carry firearms under section one hundred
12 and thirty-one or to any person convicted of a
13 crime of the degree of a felony within six years
14 next preceding such selling or furnishing, any fire-

-15 arm, airgun or other dangerous weapon or ammu-
-16 nition therefor shall be punished by a fine of not
17 less than twenty nor more than one hundred dol-
-18 lars, but qualified instructors and teachers may
19 furnish military weapons and ammunition to pupils
20 for instruction and drill.

1 Section 6. Said chapter one hundred and forty
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
-3 ing after section one hundred and thirty-one the
4 following new sections:
5 Section 131A. Every licensee shall indorse in
6 indellible marking upon the permit of every pur-
-7 chaser, hirer or exchanger the date, calibre, number
8 and make of the firearm sold, leased or exchanged
9 and not more than one firearm shall be sold, leased

10 or exchanged upon any one permit.
11 Section 1318. No person shall own or have in
12 his possession or control any firearm or ammuni-
-13 tion therefor after June first, nineteen hundred and
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14 twenty-five, without a permit as provided in section
15 one hundred and thirty-one of chapter one hundred
16 and forty of the General Laws as amended. Any
17 firearm owned, controlled or possessed in violation
18 of this section shall be forfeited to the common-
-19 wealth.
20 Section 13lC. Notice of the seizure of any fire-
-21 arm in accordance with the preceding section shall
22 he sent to the commissioner of public safety by the
23 officer making the seizure directly after the guilt
24 of such person shall be established by a final ad-
-25 judication in any prosecution brought against him
26 for such violation and any firearm so seized shall
27 be sold, at the discretion of said commissioner, who
28 shall pay the proceeds to the commonwealth.
29 Section 131D. Whoever, being licensed to sell,
30 rent or lease firearms, or whoever holds a permit or
31 certification to carry or possess firearms as pro-
-32 vided in section one hundred and twenty-three of
33 chapter one hundred and forty of the General Laws,
34 as amended by section seven of this act, shall, when
35 such firearm or firearms are lost or stolen, report
36 the same within five days of the discovery of such
37 loss or theft to the commissioner of public safety
38 and to the police authorities within whose jurisdic-
-39 tion he resides or has his place of business; a record
40 of lost or stolen firearms shall be kept by all police
41 authorities to whom such loss or theft is reported,
42 and such record shall be open to the inspection of
43 the licensing authorities and the police. Whoever
44 violates the provisions of this section shall be pun-
-40 ished by a fine of not less than ten, nor more than
46 fifty dollars, and shall suffer the loss of his license
47 or permit.
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48 Section 131E. Whoever, within this common-
-49 wealth manufactures or deals by wholesale in fire-
-50 arms as described in section one hundred and
51 twenty-one of chapter one hundred and forty of the
52 General Laws as amended, shall, upon sale or de-
-53 livery of any firearms to a purchaser within this
54 commonwealth, send to the commissioner of public
55 safety and to the police authorities of the city or
5(1 town in which such sale or delivery is made, a
57 record of such sale or delivery with a description
58 of the firearms giving the make, number, whether
59 single barrel, magazine, revolver, pin, rim or cen-
-60 tral fire. Any violation of this section shall be
61 punished by a fine of not less than ten nor more
62 than fifty dollars for each firearm thus sold or
63 delivered.


