
HOUSE No. 686

By Mr. Gilman of Boston, petition of Richard M. Walsh for the
establishment of a fund for old age pensions under the jurisdiction
of the Superior Court. Social Welfare. Jan. 19.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-rive.

An Act providing a Method of Petitioning for Old Age
Pensions, giving the Superior Court Jurisdiction
over all Such Petitions and providing for the Estab-
lishment of an Old Age Pension Fund.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Beginning on the first day of Jan-
-2 uary in the year nineteen hundred and thirty, or
3 at any time prior thereto when the pension fund
4 hereinafter referred to shall amount to the sum of
5 fifty million dollars, and subject to the provisions
6 and under the restriction imposed by this act, every
7 person (man or woman, married or single) shall,
8 while residing in the commonwealth of Massachu-
-9 setts, be entitled to petition for a pension in old age.

1 Section 2. The superior court shall have exclu-
-2 sive original jurisdiction of all petitions for a pen-
-3 sion under this act.

1 Section 3. A petition for pension may be filed
2 by the following persons: All citizens of the
3 United States who have been such for a period of
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4 seventeen years and six months, and who shall
5 have reached the age of seventy years, and who
6 have resided in this commonwealth for a period
7 of at least thirty-five years in the aggregate, and
8 who have paid poll taxes for seven of said years,
9 may file a petition in the office of the clerk of the

10 superior court of the county in which the peti-
-11 tioner resides, provided the petitioner, during the
12 period of ten years immediately preceding such
13 date, has not been imprisoned for any offence.
14 The provision for the payment of poll taxes shall
15 not apply to women unless and until they are re-
-16 quired by law to pay such tax.
17 The court may refer the petition to a master or
18 investigator, who shall serve without compensa-
-19 tion, to hear the petitioner and his evidence and
20 make report thereon to the court. Said master
21 shall proceed according to the rules of said court
22 applicable to masters, except as the same may be
23 modified by the rules of the superior court. The
24 court shall not be bound by the report of the
25 master, but may require other or further proof.
26 The court may accept or reject the findings of the
27 master and make such order as it may deem proper.

1 Section 4. The court shall make such order or
2 decree as the circumstances of the case may re-
3 quire. It may take into consideration the finan-
-4 cial status of the petitioner and whether or not the
5 relatives or friends of the petitioner are willing
6 to assist in his support. The amount of the peu-
-7 sion which the court may allow shall be determined
8 by the court, but in no case shall it exceed the sum
9 of two hundred dollars a year. A copy of such
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10 decree shall be forthwith sent to the treasurer and
11 receiver general of the commonwealth, who shall
12 put the petitioner’s name on the pension roll and
13 shall pay the pensioner the amount fixed by the
14 court in said decree in equal monthly instalments.
15 Such decree may at any time be modified or altered,
16 amended or revoked by the court.

1 Section 5. A petition for a pension under this
2 act shall be in writing, signed and sworn to by
3 the petitioner and shall be filed in the office of the
4 clerk of the superior court in the county in which
5 the petitioner resides. It shall state whether the
6 petitioner is married, and if married the name and
7 address of the wife or husband, and the names,
8 residences and occupations of any children; and
9 if unmarried, whether he or she has at any time

10 been married. It shall state in detail the property,
11 of every name, nature and description, of which
12 the petitioner is possessed or in which the peti-
-13 tioner may have a legal or an equitable interest.
14 It shall state the sources of the petitioner’s
15 present support, his occupation, if any, and his
16 occupation during his residence within this com-
-17 monwealth, and the names of his employers during
18 the same period. It shall be in form as follows:

19 COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETT
20 S,

21 To the honorable, the justices of the superior
22 court:
23 I, the undersigned, hereby petition for a pension
24 under the provision of this act.
25 I was born in on the dav
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26 of , 18 , and am now years of
27 age.
28 I was naturalized in the court on the
29 day of , 18
30 I have resided in this commonwealth for thirty-
-31 five years.
32 I have paid poll taxes as follows:
33 I have not been imprisoned for any offence.
34 I was married on the day of ,

35 18 ,at
36 My wife’s name is and she resides
37 at (street and number, city or town), Massachu-
-38 setts.
39 I have children, their names, residence
40 and ages being as follows:
41 I own or have an interest in the following prop-
-42 erty: (State all property of every kind which
43 petitioner owns or in which he has an interest,
44 including money in bank, pensions, etc.)
45 My means of support for the past five years and
46 at the present time are as follows: (State in de-
-47 tail.)
48 During my residence in the commonwealth I
49 have lived in the following places: (State street
50 and number, towm or city, and dates you have re-

-51 sided in each.)
52 I have worked in the following places: (Give in
53 detail places, persons for wiiom petitioner worked,
54 kind of work done by petitioner, pay received and
55 length of time at each.)

56 I now reside at street, (city or town),
57 Massachusetts.
58 Dated this day of ,19
59 (Signature.)
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60 COMMONWEALTH OE MASSACHUSETTS.

61 s.s. 19 .

62 Then personally appeared the above named
63 known to me to be the signer of the
64 foregoing petition and made oath that the state-
-65 meats therein are true, before me.

Justice of the Peace.66

1 Section 6. To provide for the payment of pen-
-2 sions under this act the commonwealth shall estab-
3 lisli an old age pension fund. Such fund shall be
4 made up of contributions, gifts, bequests, escheats,
5 and unclaimed deposits in banks. In addition to
6 the above all poll taxes after the year nineteen
7 hundred and twenty-three shall be paid into and
8 become a part of said fund, which poll tax shall be
9 five dollars. It shall also include such amount of

10 the poll taxes paid in which is in excess of the
11 amount required for the payment of the bonus for
12 service men in the world war. Beginning in the
13 year nineteen hundred and twenty-three the tax
14 on legacies and successions, as now fixed and es-
-15 tablished, shall be increased in every class twenty-
-16 five per cent, which increase shall be paid into a, id
17 become a part of said fund.

1 Section 7. The treasurer and receiver general
2 of the commonwealth shall have charge and con-
-3 trol of said fund and may invest the same subject to
4 the direction of the governor and council.

1 Section 8. Any person who by means of a false
2 statement or representation obtains or attempts
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3 to obtain, or whoever aids or abets any other pcr-
-4 son to obtain or attempt to obtain a pension under
5 this act shall be punished by a fine not exceeding
6 five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for a term
7 not exceeding three years, or by both such fine and
8 imprisonment.






