
HOUSE No. 782
By Mr. Lancaster of Boston, petition of the United Improvement

Association for legislation to improve the fire hazard conditions
and the sanitary conditions of premises. Public Safety. Jan. 20.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act relative to Fire Hazard and Unsanitary Condi-
tions and the Responsibility therefor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section fifty-one of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and forty-eight of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by adding between the words ‘ ‘ inclusive ’ ’

4 and ‘ ‘ shall ’ ’ in the second line the words shall
5 be deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall
6 —so that said section fifty-one as amended will
7 read: Section 51. Except as otherwise provided,
8 any person violating any provisions of sections
9 thirty to fifty inclusive shall be deemed to be guilty

10 of a misdemeanor and shall be liable to a fine of
11 fifty dollars or in case of a continuing offense after
12 notice of such violation, to a fine of not more than
13 ten dollars for every day during which the violation
14 continues.
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1 Section 2. Section one hundred and twenty-
-2 eight of chapter one hundred and eleven of the
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3 General Laws is hereby amended by adding between
4 the words “ owner ” and “ or ” in the tenth line,
5 the following: —or of the occupant, if the occupant
6 has created the condition that is or may become a
7 nuisance or be the cause of sickness to the occupants
8 or to the public and adding another paragraph to
9 read as follows: —lf buildings or other premises

10 are owned by one person and occupied by another
11 under lease or otherwise, the orders of the board
12 of health shall apply to the occupants alone if the
13 condition existing in violation of the health laws of
14 the commonwealth or of the rules and regulations
15 of the local board of health, is created by the oc-
-16 cupant. Where the rules or orders require the
17 making of additions to or changes in the premises
18 themselves such as would immediately become real
19 estate and be the property of the owner of the
20 premises in such cases the rules or orders shall
21 effect the owner and not the occupant. Any occu-
-22 pant failing to comply with the orders of the board
23 of health as set forth in this paragraph, shall be
24 deemed to be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall
25 be liable to a fine of fifty dollars or in case of a con-
-26 tinning offense after notice of such violation to a
27 fine of not more than ten dollars for every day
28 during which the violation continues. so that said
29 section one hundred and twenty-eight as amended
30 will read as follows: Section 128. The board of
31 health, if satisfied upon examination that a building,
32 tenement, room or cellar in its town occupied as a
33 dwelling place has become, by reason of the number
34 of occupants, uncleanliness or other cause, unfit for
35 such purpose, and is or may become a nuisance or
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3G be a caime of sickness to the occupants or to the
37 public, may issue a written notice to such occupants
38 or any of them, requiring the premises to be put
39 into a cleanly condition, or vacated within such time
40 as the board may deem reasonable. If the persons
41 so notified neglect or refuse to comply with the
42 notice, the board may cause the premises to be
43 properly cleansed at the expense of the owner, or
44 of the occupant if the occupant has created the con-
-45 dition that is or may become a nuisance or be the
46 cause of sickness to the occupants or to the public,
47 or may remove the occupants forcibly and close up
48 the premises, which shall not be again occupied as a
49 dwelling place without its written permission. If
50 the owner thereafter occupies or knowingly permits
51 the same to be occupied without such permission he
52 shall forfeit not less than ten nor more than fifty
53 dollars
54 If the buildings or other premises are owned by
55 one person and occupied by another under lease or
56 otherwise, the orders of the board of health shall
57 apply to the occupants alone, if the condition ex-
-58 isting in violation of the health laws of the com-
-59 monwealth or of the rules and regulations of the
60 local board of health is created by the occupant.
61 Where the rules or orders require the making of
62 additions to or changes in the premises themselves
63 such as would immediately become real estate and
64 be the property of the owner of the premises, in
65 such cases the rules or orders shall affect the owner
66 and not the occupant. Any occupant failing to
67 comply with the orders of the board of health as set
68 forth in this paragraph, shall be deemed to be
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69 guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be liable to a
70 fine of fifty dollars or in case of a continuing offense
71 after notice of such violation to a fine of not more
72 than ten dollars for every day during which the vio-
-73 lation continues.


