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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act to provide for the Appointment of Counsel for
Indigent Defendants charged with Felony.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The superior court, at the beginning
2 of a criminal term in any district, or at any time
3 during such term, may appoint a person to act as
4 counsel for indigent defendants charged with
5 felonies, other than capital offences, and may at
6 any time revoke such appointment.

1 Section 2. Such appointment in the Suffolk
2 district may be for any period not exceeding one
3 year, at the discretion of the court. In other dis-
-4 tricts such appointment shall lie for a single term
5 of the court.

1 Section 3. The compensation to be allowed to
2 counsel so appointed shall be fixed by the court,
3 and shall be paid by the commonwealth. The
4 amount paid for his service shall not exceed one
5 half of the salary of the district attorney for the

HOUSE .... No. 855

C!)c Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.



[Jan. 1925.HOUSE - No. 855.9

6 same length of time. The court shall allow the
7 reasonable expenses incurred and paid by counsel
8 so appointed.

1 Section 4. If a person so charged appears for
2 arraignment without counsel, the court, if satis-
-3 fied that he desires counsel, and is unable to obtain
4 it, may assign as counsel the person appointed as
5 hereinbefore provided. If no appointment has been
6 made under the provisions of section one of this act,
7 the court may appoint any member of the bar, to
8 act as counsel for any such defendant who shall so
9 request, and shall allow him compensation as it

10 shall consider reasonable for his service, the same
11 to be paid by the commonwealth.






