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By Mr. Stratton of Cambridge, petition of Warren F. Spalding

for legislation to enable persons charged with crime to obtain more
prompt hearings. The Judiciary (Joint). Jan. 21.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act to enable Persons Charged with Crime to
Obtain More Prompt Hearings.

1 Section four of chapter two hundred and sixty-
-2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 adding at the end thereof the words:—or as herein-
-4 after provided, and adding thereafter the fol-
-5 lowing sections: Section 4A. A person who has
6 been held for trial in the superior court for an
7 offence punishable by imprisonment in the state
8 prison for not more than years, at any
9 time may petition said court that an information

10 be tiled against him for such offence, or for a lesser
11 degree thereof, and that his case may be disposed
12 of upon such information instead of upon an indict-
-13 ment. At the opening of the next sitting of said
14 court in the county in which he is so held, whether
15 such sitting is for criminal business or for civil
16 business, said court shall direct the district attorney
17 to file such information. Said court shall have and

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Commontoealtft of 90assacfnisett0.



HOUSE No. 856. [Jan2

18 may exercise the same power and jurisdiction to
19 hear, try and determine a case in a prosecution
20 upon an information so filed, which it possesses
21 and may exercise in a case of like prosecution upon
22 an indictment. The offence charged in such in-
-23 formation shall be fully and plainly, substantially
24 and formally described.
25 All provisions of law relating to indictments and
26 to proceedings in prosecutions thereon, shall apply
27 to informations and to proceedings in prosecutions
28 thereon so far as applicable. The defendant shall
29 have the same rights in the trial of his ease on an
30 information which he would have in the trial of his
31 case upon an indictment.
32 Section 48. When a person is held for trial in
33 the superior court, the court or trial justice so hold-
-34 ing him shall notify him of his right to petition as
35 aforesaid before admitting him to bail or com-
-36 mitting him to jail, and shall furnish him with a
37 blank form for its exercise, and if he shall make
38 such petition, shall transmit the same, with the
39 other papers in the case, to said court. If he is
40 committed to jail, the keeper thereof shall ascertain
41 immediately whether or not he has made such peti-
-42 tiou, and if he has not done so, shall inform him of
43 his right, furnish him with a blank form, if he shall
44 so request, and if he shall sign the same shall trans-
-45 mit it to the superior court.
46 Section 4C. If a person against whom an infor-
-47 mation has been filed as aforesaid is held in jail for
48 trial thereon, at any time, except during the sitting
49 of the court for criminal business in the county in
50 which he is held, he may further petition said court
51 that he be brought before it at a sitting thereof for
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52 civil business in that county, in order that disposi-
-53 tion be made of his case. The provisions of section
54 twenty-nine of chapter two hundred and twelve of
55 the General Laws shall apply to subsequent pro-
-66 ceedings under such further petition.




