
Mr. Shattuck of Boston presented a petition (subject to the
provisions of Joint Rule 12) of Henry I. Harriman, chairman of
the Division of Metropolitan Planning, relative to the financing of
boulevards and traffic routes by the establishment of a state high-
way fund. Ways and Means (Joint). Feb. 6.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act providing for the Establishment of a Highway
Fund in the Treasury of the Commonwealth and
regulating Expenditures therefrom.

1 Whereas, It is important that this act take effect
2 before the passage of the supplementary appro-

-3 priation bill, therefore, it is hereby declared to be
4 an emergency law necessary for the immediate
5 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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Clic Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts.

1 Section thirty-four of chapter ninety of the
2 General Laws as amended by section one of chap-
-3 ter one hundred and twelve of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-one is hereby amended by
5 striking out said section thirty-four and inserting
6 in place thereof the following:
7 Section 34. The fees and fines received under
8 the preceding section together with all other fees
9 and fines received by the registrar or any other

10 person under the laws of the commonwealth relat-
-11 ing to the use and operation of motor vehicles
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12 shall be paid by the registrar or by the person
13 collecting the same into the treasury of the com-
14 monwealth, said fees and fines together with any

15 contributions made by cities, towns, counties, or
16 the metropolitan parks district, and any gasolene
17 tax hereafter enacted shall be credited on the
18 books of the commonwealth to a fund to be known
19 as the Highway Fund. Said highway fund shall
20 be divided into three portions and used as fol
21 lows:
22 (1) Such portion as is appropriated shall he
23 expended to carry out the provisions of the law
24 relative to the use and operation of motor
25 vehicles;
26 (2) Such portion as is appropriated shall be
27 used
28 (a) For expenditures, under the direction of
29 the division, for maintaining, repairing, improv-
30 ing, and constructing town and county highways
31 together with any money which any town or county
32 may appropriate for said purpose to be used on
33 the same highways. The said ways shall remain
34 town or county ways.
35 (b) For the expenditure under the direction
36 of the division for maintaining, repairing, and
37 improving state highways and bridges;
38 (c) For expenditure under the direction of the
39 division, in addition to the county assessments
40 received under section nine of chapter eighty-one
41 and federal aid payments received under section
42 thirty of said chapter, for construction of state
43 highways.
44 (d) For expenditure under the direction of the
45 division for engineering services and expenses,
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for care, repair, storage, replacement, and pur-
chase of road building machinery and tools, for
snow removal, for the erection and maintenance
of warning signs, for the care of shrubs and trees
on state highways and for expenses incidental to
the foregoing or to the purposes specified in sub-
divisions (a), (b) or (o) of this clause;
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(e) For expenditures to meet interest, sinking
fund and serial payments on state highways and
western Massachusetts highway bonds.
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56 (3) Such portion as is appropriated shall be

used0/

(a) For expenditures to meet the common-
wealth’s share of the interest, sinking fund, and
serial payments on metropolitan parks loan, series
two, and such sums as the commonwealth may be
required to pay out of motor vehicle fees for par-
ticular traffic routes already authorized;
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(b) For expenditures to meet the common-
wealth’s share of the maintenance of boulevards
in the metropolitan parks district under section
fifty-six of chapter ninety-two; and
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68 (c) For expenditures for repaving, improving,

and constructing metropolitan parkways or city,
town or county highways or bridges within the
metropolitan parks district together with any
money which any city, town, county or district may
appropriate or pay in for said purpose to be used
on the same parkways or highways, or bridges.
Any such way shall be a city, town or county way
or metropolitan parkway.
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n The division of metropolitan planning shall each

year, through the commissioner of public works,
present to the budget commissioner its recom-
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mendations for expenditures under subdivision (e)
of clause (3) of this section. If the commissioner
of public works does not approve any of the
recommendations of the division of metropolitan
planning, he may likewise submit his recommen-
dations.
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Funds which are appropriated for expenditure
under subdivision (c) of clause (3) of this section
and not designated for use on any particular high-
way shall each year be allocated to specific high-
way projects by the division of metropolitan
planning. In this allocation of funds for the par-
tial payment of any highway project, other than
one relating to a metropolitan parkway, the divi-
sion of metropolitan planning shall determine the
proportion, if any, of the cost of said project which
the state treasurer shall assess upon the metro-
politan parks district, and the proportion, if any,
that he shall assess upon the city or town in which
the project is located, provided that the state
treasurer may not assess upon a city or town more

than one third of the cost of the project without
its assent, or upon the metropolitan parks district
more than one third of the cost of the project.
If in any year the sum of the two above assess-
ments upon any city or town amounts to more than
one dollar on each one thousand dollars of its as-
sessed valuation, the said city or town may pro-
vide for the payments of said excess by the issue
of bonds outside its debt limit, which shall be pay-
able in not more than five years from their dates.
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In the case of the metropolitan parkways, one
half of the cost shall be paid from the highway
fund and one half shall be apportioned and as-
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sessed upon the cities and towns of the metro-
politan parks district in the manner provided for
the maintenance of metropolitan boulevards, by
sections fifty-six to fifty-nine, inclusive, of chapter
ninety-two of the General Laws. Special assess-
ments upon any city or town shall be included as

a part of the state tax.
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Maintenance, construction and other works on

parkways within the metropolitan parks district
shall be done under the direction of the metropoli-
tan district commission. All other maintenance
and construction work within said district shall be
done under the direction of the department of pub-
lic works which may itself carry out said work or
may agree with the city or town within which the
work is located to carry out the work, the portion
to be paid from the highway fund and the metro-
politan parks district if any, being paid to said
city or town as a contribution towards the work.
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132
Any highway, exclusive of metropolitan park-

ways, constructed with funds provided under sub-
division (c) of clause (3) of this section shall be
maintained and kept in good condition and repair
by the city or town within which it is located. The
commissioner of public works shall notify the
mayor of any such city, or the selectmen of a town,
whenever in his opinion any part of such highway
is not being maintained in proper condition, and
shall specify in such notice what repairs and im-
provements are necessary. The officers in charge
of such highway shall forthwith make the specified
repairs and improvements. If they do not make
such repairs and improvements within sixty days
of such notice or within such further time as the
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commissioner may allow, the commissioner shall
cause the repairs or improvements to be made,
which shall be paid from the general revenue of
the commonwealth, and be charged to such city or
town. The commissioner shall certify the amount
of such expenditures to the state treasurer, and
the same shall be assessed upon, collected from,
and paid over by such city or town to the state
treasurer in the same manner and at the same
time as state taxes.
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Any sums allocated from the highway fund in
any year to any particular highway project and
not expended upon said project within the year
shall, for two years thereafter, remain an un-
expended balance which may subsequently be ex-
pended upon said project without further legisla-
tion.
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