
House of Representatives, Feb. 24, 1925.
The committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred so

much of the recommendations of the Commissioner of Agri-
culture (House, No. 1) as relates to the improvement of low
land and swamps (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3),
report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

EDMUND M. BARTLETT

HOUSE No. 1115

Cftc Commontocalth of Massachusetts.
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An Act relative to the Improvement of Low Land and
Swamps.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter two hundred
2 fifty-two of the General I aws, as appearing in section

one of chapter four hundred fifty-seven of the acts of
i nineteen hundred twenty-three, is hereby amended by

3 striking out said section and inserting in place thereof
6 the followir

Section 1. If it is nece ful to drain, flow,.rv

8 fill or otherwise improve a meadow, swamp, marsh, beach
9 or other low land held by two or more proprietors, or

10 to remove obstructions in rivers or streams leading
11 thereto or therefrom, such improvements may be made
12 as provided in the fifteen following sections. For the
13 purposes of this and the fift following sections, the word

14 “proprietor” shall include •ommonwealth, a county,
15 city, town or district now or hereafter incorporated or estab-
16 lished, and a mortgagor or mortgagee in possession shall

be deemed a proprietor

1 Section 2. Section tw of said chapter two hundred
2 fifty-two, as appearing in said section one of chapter

four hundred fifty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred

Cfje Commontoealti) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Hive.
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4 twenty-three, is hereby amended by striking out said
5 section and inserting in place thereof the followin
6 Section 2. One member of the department of public
7 health designated by it, one member of the department
8 of agriculture designated by it, and a third -person desig-
-9 noted by the commissioners of said departments acting

10 jointly, shall constitute the state reclamation board,
11 in the fourteen following sections called the board.
12 The members designated by the departments shall serve
13 until the expiration of their terms as members of said
14 departments, bid not thereafter unless re-designated after
15 reappointment and notification as members of said de-
li) pajlrnents. The third member shall serve for three years
17 unless his designation is sopner revoked or his office other-
-18 wise becomes vacant, when a new designation shall be
19 made for the remainder of the unexpired term. The mem-
-20 bers of the board shall receive such additional compensation
21 as may he approved by the governor and council.

1 Section 3. Section three of said chapter two hun-
-2 dred fifty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “drained,” in the fourth line,
4 the words: flowed, filled, or otherwise improved;
5 by inserting before the word “land,” in the ninth line,
6 the word “wet”; by striking out, in the ninth line,
7 the word “drainage”, and inserting in place thereof the
8 word “improvement”; and by striking out, in the

9 tenth line, the word “draining”, and inserting in place
10 thereof the word “improving”, —so as to read as

11 follows: Section 3. The board may investigate the

12 question of utilizing wet lands, including meadows,
13 swamps, marshes, beaches and other low lands, and may
14 ascertain what lands, if any, may advantageously be
15 drained, flowed, filled or otherwise improved for agricul-
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16 tural or industrial uses, the protection of the public
17 health, the utilization of deposits therein, or for other
18 purposes. It may publish
19 eral interest ascertained i
20 investigation, and may m
21 tracts of wet land in need <

nd disseminate facts of gen-
i the conduct of any such

ake and publish survey

f improvement, showing their
i, the best methods and thesituation, areas and outlet

cost of improving them, the uses to which they are best
14 adapted, and such other details as it deems advisable

It shall make an annual report

1 Section 4. Section five of said chapter two hundred
2 fifty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
3 out said section and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:

5 Section 5. The proprietors of any area described in
6 section one or a majority in interest either in value or
7 area, may petition the board setting forth their desire
8 to improve such area, the necessity or desirability of
9 such improvements, the objects to be accomplished, a

10 general description of the lands proposed to be affected
11 and the names of known owners of said lands. Upon
12 receipt of said petition the board shall proceed at the
13 expense of the commonwealth to make such investiga-
-14 tions and such surveys of said lands as may be necessary
15 to determine the approximate area and boundaries thereof,
16 the need of the proposed improvements, the probable
17 benefit, if any, to the public health, the agricultural or
18 other uses to which the lands can be put and their
19 probable value for such uses after the improvements are
20 completed, and in general the practicability and advisa-
-21 bility of undertaking the proposed improvements. If,
22 after investigation, the board approves the proposed
23 improvements it shall determine whether the organization
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24 of a reclamation district is necessary to construct and
25 maintain said improvements, or whether the same may be
26 constructed and maintained 'without the organization of
27 such district. If the board decides that a district should
28 he organized it shall record its decision and proceed to
29 organize the district as provided in the following section.

1 Section 5. Section six of said chapter two hundred
2 and fifty-two, as so appearing, and as amended by sec-
3 tions one and two of chapter ninety-three of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-four, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out the said section and inserting
6 in place thereof the following:
7 Section 6. The board shall call a meeting of the pro-
-8 prietors of the lands covered by the petition for the
9 purpose of organizing a reclamation district to make the

10 proposed improvements and maintain the same after
11 they are completed. Notice of such meeting shall be in
12 the form of a warrant specifying the date and place of
13 the meeting and the matters upon which action is to be
14 taken. Copy of such notice shall be published in at least
15 one neivspaper having a general circulation in the county
16 where the greater part of the land lies, and sent by regis-
-17 tered mail to each known proprietor, not less than seven

18 days before the date set for the meeting. A member of
19 the board or a person designated by them, shall call the
20 meeting to order and shall determine whether proprietors
21 constituting a majority in interest, in either value or

22 area, are present or are represented by’proxies duly
23 executed and placed in the hands of other proprietors
24 prior to said meeting. Lacking such a majority, the
25 meeting shall have no power to act, but the board may,

26 in the manner above provided, call additional meetings
27 for the same purpose. The meeting shall elect a tern-
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porary clerk, who shall be sworn, and a moderator. The
moderator shall submit to the proprietors present the
question of accepting sections one to fourteen B, inclu-
sive, and of organizing a reclamation district, and if
proprietors present in person or by proxy, representing a
majority in value or area of the lands within the proposed
district, and voting on the question, vote to accept and
to organize such district the provisions of said sections
shall take full effect. The vote shall be recorded and a
copy thereof shall be filed with the board. The meeting
may then proceed to act upon the other articles, if any,
contained in the warrant. Such district shall at the
same meeting elect by ballot a district clerk and a dis-
trict treasurer, who may be the same person, to hold
office until one year from the succeeding annual meeting
and at each annual meeting after the first a clerk and
treasurer shall be elected by ballot for one year. There
shall also be elected by ballot a prudential committee of
three members who shall hold office, one for three years,
one for two years, and one for one year, from the next

succeeding annual meeting. At each annual meeting
after the first a member of said committee shall be
elected by ballot for three years. The aforesaid officers
of the district shall hold office until their successors are
elected and qualified. The district may also, at the first
or any subsequent meeting, vote to incur debt for prelimi-
nary or current expenses and. to issue a note or notes to
run for a period of not more than two years and in a sum
not exceeding the amount voted. Notes issued under this
provision shall be subject to the provisions of chapter forty-
four and to the other requirements for district notes im-
posed by section ten. The proceeds of such notes shall be
held, by the treasurer of the district, and. payments there-
from shall be made only on vouchers duly countersigned
by a majority of the prudential committee.
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6.3 Subsequent meetings of the district shall be called by
64 the clerk at the request of the prudential committee or
65 any two or more proprietors, or, in case the clerk neg-
-66 lects or refuses to call a meeting when so requested such
67 meeting may upon application by said committee or two
68 or more proprietors be called upon a warrant from a
69 justice of the peace directed to one of the applicants and
70 requiring him to give notice of said meeting as herein-
-71 after provided. Notices of meetings shall be given by
72 posting copies of the warrant in two or more public
73 places within the district or by mailing copies of said
74 warrant to each known proprietor at least seven days
75 before the time set for the meeting. At each meeting a
76 moderator shall be chosen who shall have the powers of
77 a moderator of a town meeting so far as may be neces-
-78 sary. The clerk shall preside at each meeting after the
79 first until a moderator is chosen.
80 The officers of the district shall be sworn to the faith-
-81 ful performance of their duties. Any vacancy occurring
82 in the office of clerk, treasurer, or member of the pru-
-83 dential committee may be filled by the district for the
84 remainder of the unexpired term at any legal meeting
85 called for the purpose, or in case of a vacancy in the
86 office of clerk or treasurer or disability affecting either of
87 said officers the prudential committee may appoint a
88 person to fill said vacancy until an election cap be held
89 or the disability is removed. Such temporary appointee
90 shall be sworn and shall perform the duties of the office
91 to which he is appointed during his tenure thereof.
92 The prudential committee shall have charge of ex-
-93 penditures on account of the district for making and
94 maintaining improvements authorized under sections one
95 to fourteen B, inclusive, and shall exercise the authority
90 conferred upon the district by law except as otherwise
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expressly provided, and subject to the by-laws of the
district and such instructions, rules and regulations as
the district may impose by its vote.

97
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The treasurer shall give bond for the faithful per-
formance of his official duties in a sum and with sureties
approved by the prudential committee. He shall receive
all money belonging to the district except as otherwise
specified in this and the ten following sections and shall
make payments and account for the same in accordance
with the requirements of sections one to fourteen B, in-
clusive, and of chapter forty-four so far as applicable,
under direction of the district or of the prudential com-
mittee. A temporary treasurer appointed to fill a
vacancy, as above provided, shall give bond in the same
manner as the treasurer.
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A district organized under the provisions of this sec-
tion may adopt by-laws consistent with the laws appli-
cable to such district and subject to the approval of the
board. Such by-laws may provide for proxy voting by
the members at any or all meetings of the district. The
district shall have such rights and powers as may be
necessary and proper for making, operating and main-
taining the improvements approved by the board under
section five, and for making, operating and maintaining
such further improvements as may be authorized under
section fourteen A. The members of the district shall be
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the proprietors from time to time of lands lying within
its limits. No such district shall dissolve without specific
authorization by the general court, which shall not be
given until provision has been made for payment of the
obligations of said district.
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1 Section 6. Section seven of said chapter two hun-
-2 dred and fifty-two, as so appearing, and as amended by
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3 section three of chapter ninety-three of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and twenty-four, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out the said
6 thereof the following:

;ction and inserting in place

the district shall have been
ions of the preceding section
rail, under direction of the

Section 7. As soon a

8 organized under the provi
9 the prudential committee ■.

10 board, cause the necessary surveys and investigations
11 to be made and shall prepare a map showing in detail
12 the boundaries of the district and a plan for the im-

-13 provements to be effected. On the basis of such sur-
-14 veys and investigations the committee shall prepare an
15 estimate of the total expense of the proposed improve-
-16 ments and shall determine the percentage of such ex-
-17 pense to be paid by each proprietor, based on the esti-
-18 mated special benefit to his land in excess of the damage
19 thereto by the use thereof for the proposed improve-
-20 ments. If such damage to the land of any proprietor
21 exceeds the special benefit thereto they shall award him
22 damage for such excess. They shall report their plan,
23 estimate and determination to the board, which shall
24 approve, disapprove or modify such plan and estimate.
25 The committee shall also notify each proprietor of such
26 determination by delivering a copy thereof at his
27 residence or by sending the same by registered mail to
28 his last known address and shall certify to the board
29 the date on which such notice is given. If any pro-
-30 prietor is aggrieved by the determination of the com-
-31 mittee he may, within fifteen days after notice thereof,
32 file with the board his objections thereto and if no
33 such objections are filed by any proprietor within the
34 fifteen days above specified then the determination of
35 the committee shall be final. The board shall, within
36 thirty days after receiving notice of objections by any
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37 proprietor against the determination, notify all the pro-
-38 prietors that such objections have been received and
39 shall hold a hearing thereon, but such hearing shall not
40 be held within seven days after notice is given to all
41 the proprietors that objections have been filed. If
42 objections are made by more than one proprietor all
43 such objections shall be considered in one hearing.
44 After such hearing the board may confirm or modify
45 the determination and shall notify the proprietors of its
46 decision. If any proprietor is dissatisfied with the
47 action of the board he may petition the superior court
48 in the county in which the greater part of the land
49 included within the district is situated, making all the
50 proprietors who have not joined in his petition parties
51 respondent and praying for a revision of such decision,
52 provided that such petition shall be entered not later
53 than thirty days after notice of the decision. The
54 court sitting without jury shall hear the petition and
55 shall confirm or alter the percentages previously de-
-5G termined to be payable by any or all said proprietors,
57 as justice may require. Such petition shall not operate
58 to suspend or delay other proceedings by the board or
59 committee on the land to be improved. If no objections
CO are made to the determination within the time specified,
61 or after final disposition of such objections has been
62 made, the map showing the boundaries of the district,
63 the assessment roll prepared therefrom and the plan for
64 the improvements to be effected, shall be filed in the registry
65 of deeds for the county wherein the greater part of the
66 land of the district is situated. The expenses incurred
67 under this section shall constitute a part of the total
68 expense of the improvements and shall be paid by the
69 district in the same manner as the remainder of such
70 expense.
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71 The hoard may authorize the addition of lands to an
72 existing district, upon petition signed by a majority of the
73 proprietors in interest either in value or area of such lands,
74 provided, that the existing district assents to such addition
75 by majority vote at a regular or special meeting. The
76 board shall hold a hearing upon such petition, and if it
77 approves the addition requested, it shall certify its approval
78 in writing to each known proprietor of land to be added to
79 said district, avid to the prudential committee and clerk of
80 said district. The boundaries of the extended district shall
81 be determined in the same manner as the boundaries of a
82 new district under the provisions of the first part of this
83 section. If the addition of lands to a district makes neces-
-84 sary a new determination of the total expense of the im-
-85 provements and of the percentage of such expense to be
SC borne by each proprietor, then such determination, covering
87 the original district and the addition, shall be made as
88 hereinbefore provided. Petitions for reducing the area of a
89 district may be made in the same manner and subject to the
90 same requirements as petitions for adding lands to a dis-
-91 trict, but no lands shall be released from a district until all
92 endstanding financial obligations constituting a lien on such
93 land have been satisfied.

1 Section 7. Section eight of said chapter two hundred
2 and fifty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out the said section and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:

5 Section 8. The board shall determine what part, if
6 any, of the expense of the improvements made under
7 sections one to fourteen B shall be paid by the common-
-8 wealth for the benefit of the public health and shall in-
-9 elude the amounts so determined in its estimates under

10 section three or four of chapter twenty-nine. When the
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board determines that the proposed improvements can he
effected without the organization of a district, it shall advise
and assist the proprietors in carrying oid said improve-
ments, which shall he subject to the supervision and ap-
proval of the hoard in the same manner as improvements
made by a district. The estimated expense of such im-
provements shall he contributed or guaranteed by the pro-
prietors before the board shall approve the plan for the same.
The hoard shall, in such cases, have the powers specified in
section twelve to make takings under chapter seventy-nine.

II

12
13
14
15

16

17
18

19
20

The officer, bpard, commission or other authority having
charge of land held in a reclamation district by the com-
monwealth, a county, city, town or other district shall have
the rights and powers of a member of such district on ac-
count of the land under its charge, and may designate a
suitable person to represent the land at meetings of the
district and to vote on questions coming before such meet-
ings. Such authority shall include in its estimates or
requests for appropriations any sums assessed on its land
in accordance with the determination made by the commis-
sioners under the preceding section, and shall have the
same right as any other proprietor to object to such deter-
mination and to appeal from the action of the board
thereon.
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1 Section 8. Section nine of said chapter two hundred
2 and fifty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 striking out the first sentence and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: As soon as possible after the
5 estimate of the expense of the proposed improvements
6 has been made by the prudential committee and re-
-7 ported to the board, the committee shall direct the clerk
8 to call a meeting of the district for the purpose of adopt-
-9 ing a method of financing such improvements in accord-
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10 anoe with this and the following section; provided, that
11 the board may, in its discretion, insert an article cover-
-12 ing this question in the warrant for the meeting called
13 to organize the district, and the district at said meeting
14 or any adjournment thereof, may decide upon a method
15 of financing, and by striking out, in the sixth line, the
16 word “commissioners,” and inserting in place thereof the
17 words: prudential committee, so as to read as fol-
-18 lows: Section 9. As soon as possible after the estimate
19 of the expense of the proposed improvements has been
20 made by the ■prudential committee and reported to the
21 board, the committee shall direct the clerk to call a meet-
-22 ing of the district for the purpose of adopting a method
23 of financing such improvements in accordance with this
24 and the following section; provided, that the board may,
25 in its discretion, insert an article covering this question in
26 the warrant for the meeting called to organize the district,
27 and the district at said meeting or any adjournment
28 thereof, may decide upon a method of financing. If the
29 district so votes the prudential committee shall petition
30 the county commissioners of the county where the
31 greater part of the land lies, annexing a certified copy
32 of the petition under section five and of the determina-
33 tion of the board thereon, and a statement of the esti-
-34 mated expense of the proposed improvements and shall
35 request the county commissioners to vote to pay in the
36 first instance the total expense involved in making the
37 improvements approved by the board, and the said
38 county commissioners may so vote. To defray any ex-
-39 pense incurred by said county commissioners under such
40 vote, the county treasurer, with the approval of the
41 county commissioners, may issue bonds or notes of the
42 county to an amount not exceeding such expense, pay-
-43 able in such period, not exceeding twenty-five years,
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44 from their dates of issue, as the county commissioners
45 may determine. Such bonds or notes shall be signed by
46 the county treasurer and countersigned by a majority
47 of the county commissioners. The county may sell the
48 said securities at public or private sale upon such terms
49 and conditions as the county commissioners may deem
50 proper, but not for less than their par value. The first
51 payment on account of the principal may, if the county
52 commissioners so decide, be deferred for not more than
53 five years after the date of issue of the bonds or notes,
54 but such bonds or notes shall be subject to the pro-
-55 visions of chapter thirty-five except as otherwise pro-
-56 vided herein. Payments on account of principal and
57 interest shall be made by the county and repaid to the
58 county by the district.

1 Section 9. Section ten of said chapter two hundred
2 fifty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
3 out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: The district may vote to adopt any of the
5 three methods of financing hereinafter specified, so as
6to read as follows: Section 10. The district may vote
7 to adopt any of the three methods of financing hereinafter
8 specified. (1) If all the members of the district agree,
9 the district may raise by assessments upon the pro-

-10 prietors or by voluntary contributions and deposit with
11 the state treasurer the total sum required to meet the
12 estimated expense of the improvements. Such deposits
13 shall be held by the state treasurer to the credit of the
14 district, and payments shall be made therefrom as pro-
-15 vided in section fourteen. (2) The district may pay
16 the whole expense of the improvements from time to
17 time as the work is performed and for this purpose may
18 incur debt for a temporary loan in anticipation of the



1925.] HOUSE —No. 1115. 15

19 collection of assessments from the members of the dis-
trict during the calendar year in which said debt is
incurred or during the next succeeding calendar year.
(3) The district may incur debt to the amount necessary
to pay the estimated expense of the proposed improve-
ments and may issue therefor notes or bonds, and may,
if the board approves, issue notes or bonds on the condition
that the first payment on account of the principal shall
be deferred for a period of not more than five years
from the date of issue of such notes or bonds and that
the whole amount of such debt shall be payable within
a period of not more than twenty-five years after such
notes or bonds are issued.
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32 Indebtedness incurred by the district under the pro-

visions of this section or of section fourteen A shall be
34 subject to chapter forty-four and to other provisions of
35 the general laws applicable to notes and bonds of towns
36 and districts except as otherwise provided in section
37 one to fourteen B, inclusive. Money received from the
38 sale of notes or bonds issued under this section shall be

deposited with the state treasurer and held by him to
the credit of the district. If the district issues notes or
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bonds before an appropriation is made by the general
court to pay that part of the cost of the improvements
determined to be for the benefit of the public health the
state treasurer may, in his discretion, after such appro-
priation is made, make all or any part of the same avail-
able to redeem notes or bonds of the district and shall
hold the balance, if any, to the credit of the district to
be used for payment of the expense of the improvements.
If, after payment of the total expense of the improve-
ments, money remains in the hands of the state treas-

urer to the credit of the district the same shall be paid
to the treasurer of the district and shall be used to
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53 redeem outstanding notes or bonds which shall be can-
-54 celled by said district treasurer and not reissued.

1 Section 10. Section eleven of said chapter two hun-
-2 dred and fifty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the sixth line, the word “proportion,”
4 and inserting in place thereof the word; percentage,
5 by striking out, in the nineteenth line, the words “the
6 commissioners or,” and by striking out, in the twen-
-7 tieth line, the words, “as the case may be,”so as to read
8 as follows: Section 11. The clerk of the district shall
9 certify to the assessors of the town or towns in which the

10 land of the district lies all sums of money voted to be
11 raised and all sums payable annually on account of the
12 principal and interest due on bonds or notes issued under
13 the provisions of section nine or ten, and shall also
14 certify to said assessors the percentage to be paid by each
15 proprietor according to the determination made under
16 section seven. The amount so certified shall be added
17 to the annual tax bill and collected in the same manner
18 as the town tax and shall be paid over to the district
19 treasurer by the collector of taxes in each town. The
20 collector of taxes of a town in which any part of a re-
-21 clamation district is situated shall have the same power
22 and perform the same duties relative to the collection of
23 assessments hereunder as he has and exercises relative
24 to the collection of town taxes. An assessment made
25 hereunder shall be a lien upon the land of the proprietor
26 assessed therefor; provided, that the provisions of sec-
-27 tion two of chapter eighty with respect to the filing of a
28 description, plan and estimate are complied with by the
29 prudential committee. In such case the lien shall take
30 effect upon the recording of the description, plan and
31 estimate and shall continue for the same length of time
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32 as a lien for an assessment made under said chapter
33 eighty. The provisions of said chapter eighty as to in-
-34 terest shall apply to assessments made hereunder.

1 Section 11. Section twelve of said chapter two
hundred fifty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended
by striking out, in the third line, the word “commis-
sioners,” and inserting in place thereof the words: pru-
dential committee, —and by striking out, in the fifth
and eighth lines, the word “commissioners”, and insert-
in place thereof, in each instance, the word: - com-
mittee,—so as to read as follows: Section 12. If
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sections one to seven, inclusive, have been complied
with, and payment of the expense of the improvements
has been arranged under section nine or ten, the ■pru-

dential committee shall carry out said improvements in
such manner as the board may approve. The com-
mittee may employ suitable persons to perform the work
under their direction. So far as may be necessary to
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as approved by the board, the
behalf of the district, in the

effect the improvements
committee may take on
manner provided by
easements and rights in

16

17
chapter seventy-nine, lands,
lands, if the improvements are
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for a public use, and may purchase and convey real
and personal property both within and beyond the
limits of the commonw'ealth. Any person damaged in

his property by any action under this or the following
section may recover his damages from the district in
the manner provided by said chapter seventy-nine and

such damages shall constitute a part of the total ex-

pense of the improvements.
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1 Section 12. Section thirteen of said chapter two
2 hundred fifty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended
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by striking out, in the first line, the word “commi
sioners” and inserting in place thereof the words:
prudential committee, —by striking out, in the eleventh
line, the word “commissioner” and inserting in place
thereof the words: member of said committee,

)

0

()

i

and by striking out, in the
sioners” and inserting in

same line, the word commis-8

place thereof the word com-
follows: — Section 13. If the

9
mittee, —so as to read as10

prudential committee find it necessary or expedient to11
lower or raise the water to obtain a view of the land12

or for the more convenient or expeditious removal of
obstructions, they may open the flood gates of any
mill or make other needful passages through or around
the dam thereof, or erect a temporary dam on the land
of a person not a party to the proceedings, and may
maintain such dam or passages as long'as necessary for
such purposes; but before so doing, they shall give to
such person reasonable written notice of their inten-
tion. If such person appeals from their decision and
gives reasonable written notice thereof to any member
of said committee, the committee shall suspend all pro-
ceedings upon his land until such appeal is determined;
provided, that the petition therefor is entered in the
superior court for the county where the greater part of
the land improved lies not later than thirty days after
the time of giving such notice.
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1 Section 13. Section fourteen of said chapter two
2 hundred fifty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by striking out said section and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:

5 Section 14- The prudential committee shall at least
6 once a month at such time as the board may require
7 submit to said board the accounts and vouchers for ex-
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8 penses incurred in accordance with this chapter. Such
9 accounts and vouchers shall be inspected by the board

10 and if the board approves the same it shall forward them
11 for payment to the county treasurer or to the state
12 treasurer, as the case may be. Expenses for mainten-
13 ance or for further improvements incurred under direc-
14 tion of the prudential committee of the district as pro-
15 vided in section fourteen A shall be paid by the district
16 treasurer on presentation by the prudential committee
17 of accounts and vouchers for such expenses; ptrovided,
18 that accounts and vouchers for expenses incurred in con-

ments shall be submitted to the19 nection with further imprt
20 hoard and approved by it before payment.

1 Section 14. Section fourteen Aof said chapter two
2 hundred fifty-two, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by striking out all after the word “improvements” in
4 the seventh line to and including the word “improve-
-5 ments” in the twelfth line, and by striking out, in the
6 thirteenth and fourteenth lines, the words: commis-

ners or, —so as to read as follows; Section
8 A reclamation district organized under this chapter
9 may from time to time at a legal meeting called for the

take further improvements10 purpose, vote to unde;

11 within the district, to ra

12 meet the expense thereof
13 the manner provided by
14 not be passed until afte
15 improvements. The clerl
16 the board of the vote ta

17 mittee shall submit to th

aise money by assessment to

and to incur debt therefor in
section ten. Such vote shall
r completion of the original
c of the district shall notify

;en and the prudential corn-
board within a reasonable

18 time the plan or plans for such improvements, which
19 shall not be undertaken until the board approves the

10 same . The district may assess upon its members such
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21 sums as may be necessary to pay for improvements so
22 voted and for the maintenance of all improvements
23 made under sections one to fourteen B, inclusive, in
24 the manner provided in section eleven for assessment of
25 the expense of the original improvements. Such assess-
-26 ment shall be subject to the same provisions as the
27 assessment authorized in said section eleven, shall be
28 collected in the same manner and shall be paid to the
29 treasurer of the district.

1 Section 15. This act shall apply, so far as practicable,
2 to reclamation districts already organized, but com-
3 missioners appointed for such districts shall continue
4 to exercise authority as such until retired by the board,
5 and obligations properly incurred by such commissioners
6 shall be binding upon the districts for which they were
7 appointed.


