
House of Representatives

In compliance with the provisions of Article XLVIII of
the Amendments of the Constitution, the committee on Legal
Affairs, to whom was referred the initiative petition of
Joseph F. Conway and others, accompanied by “An Act to
permit certain sports and games on the Lord’s Day,” trans-
mitted to the General Court by the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth, on January 6, 1925, and printed as House, No.
228, having heard the petitioners and all parties in interest,
and having duly considered the matter, herewith submits
its recommendations relative thereto, and the reasons there-
for, in the form of majority and minority reports:

1. Since 1920 there has been opportunity in this Com-
monwealth for properly regulated amateur athletic sports or
games, on the afternoon of the Lord’s Day. The proposed
bill would further permit the charging of admission fees, the
taking of collections, or receiving of remuneration by any
person in charge of or participating in any such sport or
game on the afternoon of the Lord’s Day. It would com-
mercialize outdoor sports or games on the afternoon of the
Sabbath. Citizens now have the opportunity of engaging
in, or witnessing, amateur athletic games, or sports, on a
part of the Lord’s Day. It cannot be said, therefore, that
the proposed law is based on considerations of necessity or
public health.

2. It is to be noted that those who wish to engage in or
witness professional sports or games now have added oppor-
tunity at the close of the six business days of the week in
the extra time afforded by the operation of the daylight
saving law. Inasmuch as this is the only state to have a
state wide daylight saving law, the argument that other
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states have commercialized sports or games on the Sabbath
appears to have lost some of its force.

3. The proposed bill is class legislation to permit pro-
moters of certain sports and games, notably baseball, to
make money on the Sabbath, while denying those interested
in horse racing, auto racing or boxing the right so to do.

4. While in form this is an initiative petition, and calling
for a referendum if not enacted, the law proposed if passed
would not be submitted to the voters in cities but will be
passed on only by the city council.

5. Your committee is of the opinion that there is, under
existing law, ample opportunity for sports and games, of an
amateur nature, to be conducted on the Lord’s Day. The
proponents failed decisively to convince the committee that
there is a widespread demand on the part of a majority of
the citizens of the Commonwealth in favor of unlimited
commercialization of sports and games, including baseball,
on the Sabbath. No adequate reasons have been presented
for the drafting of the Sabbath Day as a forum for profes-
sional or commercialized sport.

6. A decent respect for the opinions of others has ahvays
been a controlling force in our government, and wdiere as
here a matter of commercialism runs counter to the opinion
and washes of a large group of our citizens, your committee
believes it ought to respect that opinion.

For the foregoing reasons a majority of the committee
believes that the law T asked for by the petitioners is inad-
visable and unnecessary, and therefore recommends that the
bill OUGHT NOT TO PASS,

J. BRADFORD DAVIS.
CHARLES C. WARREN.
ERRAND F. FISH.

RICHARD J. McCORMICK.
ALFRED W. INGALLS.
BERNARD GINSBERG.
JOSEPH L. HURLEY

MAYNARD E. S. CLEMONS.
WALTER D. ALLEN.
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In accordance with the provisions of Article XLVIII of
the Amendments of the Constitution, the undersigned mem-
bers of the committee on Legal Affairs, to whom was referred
the initiative petition relative to permitting certain sports
and games on the Lord’s Day (House, No. 228), beg leave
to submit the following minority report:

1. We do not feel that we are departing from any prin-
ciple already established by allowing paid admissions for
Sunday sports and games, as the principle of paid admission
to Sunday entertainment is now legalized by statute.

2. We disagree with the report of the majority of the com-
mittee, because we believe that the opposition shown toward
this measure was confined to the activities of a very few
persons, whose standards of what is proper legislation along
the proposed lines are not the standards of the great bulk
of the citizens of the Commonwealth.

3. The supporters of the measure were citizens of di-
versified views, business men, professional men, and a
particularly strong representation of the so-called working
class, all characteristically law' abiding and God fearing citi-
zens. They represented citizens from such varied sections
of the Commonwealth as to lead us to feel that the demand
for this legislation is general throughout the Common-
wealth.

4. The arguments advanced by the supporters of the
measure w'ere based upon an earnest and courageous appeal
for candid and consistent legislation and on a healthy con-
cept of a love for outdoor sports and their advantages to the
people of the Commonwealth in general. In striking con-
trast to this were the arguments advanced by the opposition
wLo confined their reasons as to the proper manner in which
they felt their fellowmen should serve God and observe the
Sabbath, forgetful that the mere charge of paid admissions
or collections at sports and games on the Lord’s Day in no
way changes the nature of the game but will simply make
the present law thereon practical and possible of observance.

5. We believe that the initiative petition, if accepted by
the Legislature, w’ould enable the youth, particularly, to
share the advantages accorded|him by the provisions of
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Sections 21 to 28, inclusive, of Chapter 131 of the General
Laws. We believe further advancement of outdoor exercises
tends not merely to invigorate and make healthy those who
participate in such sports, but under the sanction and con-
trol of the law will work with like benefit to the spectators
who are given an opportunity to enjoy fresh air and sun-
shine while being thus entertained.

6. We feel that a petition such as the initiative petition
for Sunday games and sports so generally circulated, and
signed by more than twenty-five thousand citizens, merits
the careful regard of the Legislature, and that favorable
action by the people on this proposition will follow.

Daniel A. K. Martin,
William E. Kirkpatrick,
Oscar U. Dionne,
Patrick E. Granfels,
John P. Buckley.


