
Executive Department, Boston
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith, without my approval, Senate
Bill 283, entitled “An Act authorizing the City of Boston to
pay a Sum of Money to John Curran,” and which provides
for a payment of five hundred dollars for an injury which it
is alleged occurred in 1913.

The bill states that the award by the Legislature is for a
former employee of the City of Boston. The truth is that
the beneficiary under this bill has been in the employ of the
City of Boston since 1905 and is now employed in the Public
Works Department at twenty-seven dollars per week.

The Attorney General advises me that inasmuch as this
bill does not state the nature and result of the injuries, nor
that the employee was incapacitated in any manner what-
soever by his injuries, that this bill appropriating public
money for the relief of an individual is not in proper form.
A similar bill for the same beneficiary was last year vetoed
by my predecessor in office, and the veto message stated
that there is no record in the Public Works Department,
City Hall, during the years 1913 or 1914, which shows an
injury reported to that department by John Curran.

A special act of the Legislature to satisfy a claim for injury
is initiating a bad practice. This man had the right, in
common with all other citizens or employees who receive
injuries, to bring suit against the city and have the merits
of the case tried out under the rules of evidence and with
the benefit of cross examination. It is impossible for the
Legislature to take the place of the courts and it was never
so intended.

ALVAN T. FULLER.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.








