
House of Representatives, March 20, 1925.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill relative to the titles to real estate
(House, No. 1087), report recommending that the same be
amended by the substitution of the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

GARRETT H. BYRNh

HOUSE No. 1236

C&c Commontoealtb of cpassarlnisetts.
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An Act relative to the Title acquired at Sales of Low Valued
Lands taken or purchased by a City or Town for Non-
payment of Taxes or of Any Land so taken or purchased
Prior to July 1, 1915.

1 Section 1. Chapter sixty-eight of Part II of chapter
2 four hundred and ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred
3 and nine, as amended by section twenty of chapter two
4 hundred and thirty-seven of the General Acts of nineteen
5 hundred and fifteen and by section fifty-six of chapter
6 two hundred and fifty-seven of the General Acts of nine-

-7 teen hundred and eighteen, is hereby further amended
8 by adding at the end thereof the following new sentence;

9 —Title to land conveyed by deed of a collector of taxes

10 under this section shall be absolute upon the recording
11 of said deed in the proper registry of deeds within thirty
12 days of its date.

1 Section 2. Part II of said chapter four hundred and
2 ninety is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 sixty-nine and inserting in place thereof the following:

4 Section 69. If no person bids at such sale said amount
5 or more and if the sale has been adjourned one or more

0 times, the collector shall then and there make public
7 declaration of the fact, and if no bid equal to said amount

Cfte Commontoealtb of epassacbusetto.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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8 or more is then made he shall give public notice that he
9 purchases for the city or town by which the tax is

10 assessed; or if the person to whom the land is sold does
11 not within ten days pay to the collector the sum bid by
12 him the sale shall be void and the city or town shall be
13 deemed to be the purchaser of the land. If the city or
14 town becomes the purchaser hereunder, the collector shall
15 execute to it a deed which shall set forth the fact that no
16 bid was made at the sale or that the purchaser failed to
17 pay the amount bid, as the case may be. The title of the
18 city or town to land conveyed by deed of the collector
19 Under this section shall be absolute upon the recording
20 of said deed in the proper registry of deeds within thirty
21 days of its date.

1 Section 3. Section seventy of Part II of said chapter
2 four hundred and ninety is hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. Section fifty-four of chapter sixty of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in the
3 eighth and ninth lines, the words “, and also the title
4 conveyed by a deed or taking under sections seventy-
-5 nine to eighty-one, inclusive,”, so as to read as fol-
-6 lows; — Section 54- The instrument of taking shall be
7 under the hand and seal of the collector and shall con-
-8 tain a statement of the cause of taking, a substantially
9 accurate description of each parcel of land taken, the

10 name of the person to whom the same was assessed, the
11 amount of the tax thereon, and the incidental expenses
12 and costs to the date of taking, and shall be recorded
13 in the registry of deeds; and title to the land so taken
14 shall thereupon vest in the town, subject to the right of
15 redemption. Such title shall, until redemption or until
16 the right of redemption is foreclosed as hereinafter pro-
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17 vided, be held as security for the repayment of said taxes
18 with all intervening costs, terms of redemption and
19 charges, with interest thereon.

1 Section 5. Section sixty-two of said chapter sixty, a:
ided by chapter three of the acts of nineteen hundred

3 and twenty-four and by chapters fifty-one and seventy-
-4 seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, is
5 hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof the
G following new paragraph:
7 Nothing in this section nor in sections sixty-five to

8 seventy-five, inclusive, shall be construed to prevent the
9 title of a person or a city or town purchasing land at a

10 sale under section seventy-nine or eighty from becoming
11 absolute without any foreclosure proceedings under said
12 sections sixty-five to seventy-five, inclusive.

1 Section 6. Section seventy-nine of said chapter sixty

2 is hereby amended by striking out, in the fifteenth and
3 sixteenth lines, the words “two years after the right of
4 redemption under section sixty-two from the tax sale or

5 taking has expired” and inserting in place thereof'the
6 words: —four years from said taking or purchase,-
7 and by striking out, in the twenty-first and twenty-second
8 lines, the words “subject to sections sixty-four to seventy-

9 eight, inclusive”, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
10 lowing: absolute upon the recording of the deed of th

11 collector in the proper registry of deeds within thirty

12 days of its date, so as to read as follows; —Section

13 After two years from the taking or purchase by a town
14 of anv lands for non-payment of taxes, the commissioner
15 may, and on written application of its collector shall,

16 inquire into the value of such lands. If the commissioner
17 is of the opinion that such lands are of insufficient value

18 to meet the taxes, interest and charges, and all subse-
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19 quent taxes and assessments thereon, together with the
20 expenses of a foreclosure under section sixty-nine, he shall
21 make affidavit of such finding, which shall be recorded

22 in the registry of deeds for the district where the town
23 is situated.
24 Upon the recording thereof the collector may sell all
25 the parcels included therein, severally or together, at
26 public auction to the highest bidder, first giving notice
27 of the time and place of sale by posting a notice of the
28 sale in some convenient and public place in the town
29 fourteen days at least before the sale. If the sale under
30 this section shall not be made within four years from the
31 said taking or purchase, it shall be made by the col-
-32 lector for the time being when he deems best, or at once
33 upon service on him of a written demand by any person
34 interested therein. The collector shall execute and deliver
35 to the highest bidder a deed, without covenant except
36 that the sale has in all particulars been conducted ac-
37 cording to law. Title taken pursuant to a sale under
38 this section shall be absolute upon the recording of the
39 deed of the collector in the proper registry of deeds within
40 thirty days of its date.
41 If the amount received from the sale is more than th
42 taxes, interest and charges, and subsequent taxes and
43 assessments, on all lands included in the sale, together
44 with the expenses thereof, the balance shall be deposited
45 with the town treasurer to be paid to the person entitled
46 thereto, if demanded within five years, otherwise it shall
47 enure to the town. If such surplus results from the sale
48 of several parcels for a lump sum, it shall be held as afore-
-49 said for the several owners in proportion to the prices at
50 which the several parcels were originally taken or pur-
-51 chased bv the town.
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1 Section 7. Said chapter sixty is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section eighty and inserting in
3 place thereof the following:
4 Section 80. If no person bids at such a sale and if the
5 sale has been adjourned one or more times, the collector
6 shall then and there make public declaration of the fact,
7 and if no bid is then made he shall give public notice
8 that he purchases for the town by which the tax is
9 assessed; or if the person to whom the land is sold does

10 not within ten days pay to the collector the sum bid by
11 him the sale shall be void and the town shall be deemed
12 to be the purchaser of the land. If the town becomes
13 the purchaser hereunder, the collector shall execute to it a
14 deed which shall set forth the fact that no bid was made
15 at the sale or that the purchaser failed to pay the amount
16 bid, as the case may be. The title of the town to land
17 conveyed by deed of the collector under this section shall
18 be absolute upon the recording of said deed in the proper
19 registry of deeds within thirty days of its date.

1 Section 8. Section eighty-one of said chapter sixty

3 is hereby repealed.






