
HOUSE No. 1268

e&e Commontoealt!) of Massachusetts.

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t , B o s t o n , 30th March, 1925.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

House Bill No. 1200, entitled “ An Act making Appropria
tions for the Maintenance of Departments, Boards, Commis
sions, Institutions and Certain Activities of the Common
wealth, for Interest, Sinking Fund and Serial Bond 
Requirements, and for Certain Permanent Improvements” , 
has today received my approval with the exception of the 
following items which have either been reduced or vetoed
outright:
Item 269 — Gypsy and brown tail

B i l l  H o u s e  
N o .  1200 R e d u c e d  to V e to e d

m oth suppression .
Item 271 — Purchase and developm ent

$75,000 $60,000
of sta te  forests

Item 274b — Miles Standish M onum ent
200,000 150,000

Station . . . .  
Item 362a — Buildings a t  B ridgew ater

3,000 Vetoed
Normal School

Item 365a — Purchase of land, F itch 
652,000 586,000

burg Norm al School 7,000 Vetoed
Item 442 — Danvers S ta te  H ospital 
Item 485a — Rebuilding a  barn  de

stroyed by fire a t  Re
591,940 586,940

form atory for W om en . 
Item 606 — Im provements, develop

m ent and protection of
8,100 Vetoed

rivers and harbors . $100,000 $50,000

Item 269. This has been reduced $15,000 and I am con
vinced that the work of the State in the suppression of the 
Gypsy and Brown-tail moth can be efficiently carried out 
for that sum of money or less. This is $10,000 more than 
the budget allowance.

Item 271, has been reduced to the amount which I sub
mitted in the budget. Having in mind the various activities 
of the Commonwealth and its financial condition a t the
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present time, I am sure that the expenditure of $150,000 is 
quite sufficient under all the circumstances this year for the 
purchase and development of state forests.

Item 27Ĵ b, for a station at the Miles Standish Monument 
is vetoed. For several years the monument of Standish has 
stood without any repairs. I approve of the item to repair 
the monument but I can see no necessity of doing additional 
construction this year when for several years when financial 
conditions were much better no money at all has been appro
priated for even its repair.

Itevi 362a. This item I have reduced $66,000. At a 
conference with the architect the entire matter of the Bridge- 
water Normal School was gone into again, and it was agreed 
tha t the old power plant can and should be used, thus saving 
the sum of $66,000, and that the total appropriation of 
$586,000 is sufficient for all purposes.

Item 365a, appropriating $7,000, for the purchase of addi
tional land for the Fitchburg Normal School, I veto abso
lutely. This item was fully considered in making up the 
budget and its sponsors were told that so many more 
meritorious matters came before the purchase of additional 
land for normal schools already established that in fairness it 
could not be considered. Since tha t time I understand the 
land has been purchased and the demand has been made 
tha t the Commonwealth pay for it. This strikes me as a 
practice tha t the General Court can and should decisively 
discourage.

Item 442. This item of $5,000 for a new cow barn at the 
Danvers State Hospital is unnecessary. The present barn 
can be properly sterilized and disinfected. The question of 
the State expending more money for the keeping of cows and 
erecting of buildings to house them should be given more 
careful consideration by the Commonwealth.

Item 485a. This is an item of $8,100 for a cow barn at 
the Reformatory for Women. I disapprove of the expendi
ture this year and until the m atter can be given more con
sideration generally.

Itevi 606. — Improvements, development and protection 
of rivers and harbors. The sum of $50,000 has been taken 
from the item of $100,000, thereby reducing it to $50,000.
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Last year with a low tax rate, a much more satisfactory 
general financial condition of the Commonwealth, only 
$50,000 was appropriated. Why, under the financial condi
tion of the present, known by all those interested in the 
welfare of the Commonwealth, the Commonwealth should be 
called upon to appropriate twice as much as it did last year 
is not at all clear. No emergency exists. I t  would seem 
that the Commonwealth is doing its full duty if it appro
priates an amount equal to tha t of last year.

The items either reduced or disapproved will in no way 
reduce the effectiveness of the activities of the Common
wealth. It is essential, having in mind the financial situation 
at the present time and a real desire to keep the State tax 
down to twelve million dollars, that the expenditures be 
kept as low as is consistent with the proper functioning of 
the activities of the State. In not a single item which has 
either been reduced or vetoed is there an emergency requiring 
the expenditure of such amount this year.

Custom has decreed that the executive shall be held 
responsible for the financial condition of the Commonwealth, 
and I have no desire to evade that responsibility.

A l v a n  T. F u l l e r .




