
HOUSE 35

Department of Correction

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition),
the Department of Correction presents herewith such
portions of its annual report for the year ending Decem-
ber 31, 1938 (Pub. Doc. No. 115), as embody recom-
mendations for legislative action, the same being accom-
panied by drafts to cover the legislation recommended.
The drafts of bills have been submitted to Counsel for
the House of Representatives, as required by law.

Cl)c Commontuealtt) of s@assac|nioctts

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,
Commissioner of Correction.
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1. Changing the Minimum Age Requirement foe
Appointment to the Prison Service.

Two years ago the Legislature saw fit to reduce the
minimum age requirement for officers appointed to the
State Prison from twenty-five to twenty-two years.
I am in agreement for this reduction, and I wish to ex-
tend its benefits to the officers appointed to the Massa-
chusetts Reformatory. A bill is submitted herewith to
accomplish this result.

2. Relative to the Performance of the Duties of

the Commissioner of Correction during his

Absence or Disability.

The law allows the appointment by the Commis-
sioner of Correction of two deputies, but at present it
provides that only one of them shall be designated to
discharge the duties of the Commissioner in his absence
or disability. This law, as it at present stands, makes
for delay and inconvenience in connection with ap-
proving schedules of bills and orders of transfer, and it
is my wish that in the absence of the deputy designated
to discharge the duties of the Commissioner during his
absence, the other deputy shall have the same authority.

3. Providing Water Supply for Certain Inhabit-
ants of the Town of Bridgewater from the

Water Supply System of the State Farm.

Certain residents in the vicinity of the State Farm
at Bridgewater, many of whom are employees of that
institution, are without water for domestic purposes.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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With legislative authority the State Farm could very
readily supply water to these homes; this would bring
a small income to the Commonwealth.

4. An Act to punish Prisoners who incite or par-

ticipate in Any Riot, Insurrection or Other
Tumultuous Assembly in a Penal or Reforma-
tory Institution.

It seems advisable to provide in the General Laws
some sort of punishment for inmates who participate
in serious insurrections in the penal institutions, and a
bill is presented herewith to accomplish this end.

5. Revision and Codification of the Penal Laws.
There is great need for clarifying the laws pertain-

ing to the state penal institutions. I recommend that
this work be carried on by a recess commission similar
to the commission which revised the laws relating to
Mental Diseases in 1908.
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