
HOUSE 62

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of

chapter 30 of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition)
there is submitted herewith such part of the annual
report of the Commissioner of Mental Health (Pub.
Doc. No. 117) as contains recommendations or sug-
gestions for legislative action, accompanied by drafts of
bills.

CLIFTON T. PERKINS, M.D.,

Cf)t Commontoealtf) of €@assacJnisctts

Commissioner of Mental Health.
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The purpose of this legislation is to allow the De-
partment of Mental Health to establish an independent
water supply of its own, and to release the Department
of Mental Health from any obligations it may have
under the provisions of chapter 394 of the Acts of 1920.

Such water supply will be independent of that of the
town of Danvers. The Department of Mental Health
is keenly concerned about the quality of water supplied
by the town of Danvers. It is clearly pointed out in
chapter 394 of the Acts of 1920 that the town of Danvers
supply to the Danvers State Hospital pure water. After
a survey conducted by the Department of Public Health,
it was found that the water being supplied to Danvers
State Hospital was not of acceptable quality. This
Department then requested the Danvers Water Board
to clear up this situation, and supply pure water as
pointed out in chapter 394 of the Acts of 1920. The
Department of Mental Health feels that it has been
eminently fair in its requests, having given the Danvers
Water Board approximately a year in which to start a
movement to clear up this bad water condition. This
Department, having been informed by the town of
Danvers that the latter will not do anything to clear up
this situation, now feels that for the best interest of all
concerned, namely, the Commonwealth, and most im-
portant, the patients housed in the Danvers State Hos-
pital should be protected and supplied with pure, pala-
table water; that in their interest the Department of
Mental Health makes the recommendation and asks for
this legislation, which will allow the Department of
Mental Health to erect an independent water supply
system for the Danvers State Hospital.

RECOMMENDATION.
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■n of the Commissioner of MentalAccompanying the recomm
lealth. Water Suppl)

Thirty-NineNine HueOne Thii

An Act authorizing the department of mental

HEALTH TO ACQUIRE A WATER SUPPLY FOR THE DANVERS

STATE HOSPITAL BY TAKING WATER SOURCES IN DAN-

VERS, MIDDLETON AND NORTH READING OR BY PUR-

CHASING WATER PROM THE TOWN OF DANVERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the

Mowsauthority of the same, as

purpose of supplying the
with water of satisfactory
other purposes, the depart-
on behalf of the common-

1 Section 1. For the
2 Danvers state hospital
3 quality for culinary and
4 ment of mental health,

5 wealth, may, with the approval of the governor and
6 council, take by eminent domain, under chapter
7 seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire by
8 gift, purchase or otherwise, the waters of any pond
9 or stream, or of any ground water sources of supply,

10 by means of driven, artesian or other wells not
11 already appropriated for the purposes of a public
12 water supply, within the limits of the towns of
13 Danvers, Middleton or North Reading, and the
14 water rights connected with any such water sources,
15 and may contract with any municipality, acting
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16 through its water department, or with any water
17 company, or with any water district, for whatever
18 water may be required, authority to furnish the
19 same being hereby granted; and may so take, or
20 acquire by gift, purchase or otherwise, and hold,
21 all lands, rights of way and easements necessary for
22 collecting, storing, holding, purifying and preserving
23 the purity of such water and for conveying the same
24 to any part of the Danvers state hospital, or for said
25 purpose the said department may purchase water
26 from the town of Danvers, and said town is hereby
27 authorized to sell water to said department. No
28 sources of water supply and no lands necessary for
29 preserving the quality of the water shall be taken
30 or used under this act without first obtaining the
31 approval of the department of public health, and
32 the location of all dams, reservoirs and wells to be
33 used as sources of water supply under this act shall
34 be subject to the approval of said department.

1 Section 2. For the purpose aforesaid, the de-
-2 partment of mental health may expend such sums
3 not exceeding in the aggregate dollars,
4 as may hereafter be appropriated.

1 Section 3. When notice has been given by the
2 department of mental health to the town of Danvers,
3 and a copy of said notice filed with the office of the
4 secretary of state, stating that a water supply for
5 the Danvers state hospital has been established as

6 provided under section one of this act, chapter three
7 hundred and ninety-four of the acts of nineteen
8 hundred and twenty shall stand repealed.


