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Department of Public Welfare

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of

chapter 30 of the General Laws, the Department of
Public Welfare has the honor to submit such parts of
its annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 17) as contain recom-
mendations for legislative action, with accompanying
bills.

Walter v. McCarthy,

€be Commontoealth of Massachusetts

Commissioner.
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I. Right of Appeal under the Old Age Assistance
Law.

In keeping with the spirit and intent of the Old Age
Assistance Law, namely, to render prompt and ade-
quate service to the aged, I recommend this amendment
to the present Old Age Assistance Law in order that all
questions of complaint or appeal may be handled more
expeditiously. The proposed amendment will result
in a more harmonious relationship between the appli-
cant, the local board or bureau, and the State Depart-
ment of Public Welfare.

11. Right of Appeal under the Aid to Dependent

Children Law.

In keeping with the spirit and intent of the Aid to
Dependent Children Law, namely, to render prompt
and adequate service to dependent children, I recom-
mend this amendment to the present Aid to Dependent
Children Law in order that all questions of complaint
or appeal may be handled more expeditiously. The
proposed amendment will result in a more harmonious
relationship between the applicant, the local board or
bureau, and the State Department of Public Welfare.

111. Reimbursement under the Aid to Dependent
Children Law.

The enactment of chapter 413 of the Acts of 1936
eliminated the settlement provisions as contained in
chapter 118 of the General Laws. Since the enactment
of chapter 413 of the Acts of 1936, local boards of public
welfare have registered many protests with the State
Department with relation to the loss of reimbursement
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to the cities and towns. As a result it is difficult to
operate the Aid to Dependent Children Law on a state-
wide basis, as is required by the Social Security Act.
The proposed amendment will correct this condition to
a marked degree, and, further, it will bring the provi-
sions of this chapter in conformity with the provisions
for reimbursement as contained in the Old Age Assist-
ance Act.

IV. Persons in Families receiving Aid under the
Aid to Dependent Children Law.

To preserve the family unit and to eliminate the
necessity for certain members of the same family stand-
ing in need of aid from being obliged to apply for such
aid under several relief statutes, it is recommended
through this proposed amendment that all such aid be
granted under one relief statute.

V. Simplifying the Legal Settlement Laws of the

Commonwealth.
The proposed amendment is recommended in an effort

to simplify the settlement laws and to lessen many of
the controversies arising between local boards of public
welfare and also between such local boards of public
welfare and the State Department of Public Welfare.

VI. Changing the Name of the State Infirmary.

The Trustees of the State Infirmary at Tewksbury
desire to change the name of the institution to the
“Massachusetts Hospital and Infirmary.” Such a
change would properly represent the modern develop-
ment of the institution. It has grown from a state
almshouse to a good general hospital, and has a staff
of doctors, nurses and attendants large enough to give
reasonably adequate service. The addition of modern
hospital wards and modern units has put the institu-
tion in a condition where its standards compare favor-
ably with those of other general hospitals. It is the
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belief of the trustees and of this Department that the
proposed change of name as an expression of the modern
attitude toward the patients would be very beneficial
to the people who are served by the institution, and
would give more satisfaction to their friends.

VII. Duties op the Trustees op the State
Infirmary.

Under existing law, notwithstanding the fact that
the State Infirmary is placed in the Division of Aid and
Relief of the Department of Public Welfare, the Com-
missioner of Public Welfare has no control over the
management of the institution. The purpose of this
act is to place the management of the State Infirmary
directly under the responsibility of the superintendent
of the State Infirmary, subject to the approval of the
Commissioner of Public Welfare. Commissioners of
other departments have such control of the institutions
placed in their departments as is requested by the Com-
missioner of Public Welfare in this bill.


