
HOUSE 90
Accompanying the first recommendation of the Department of

Public Welfare (House, No. 89). Pensions.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act relative to right of appeal under the law

PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO DESERVING AGED PERSONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and eighteen Aof the Gen-
-2 era! Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 three, as amended by section three of chapter four
4 hundred and forty of the acts of nineteen hundred
5 and thirty-seven, and inserting in place thereof the
6 following:

7 Section 3. Any person aggrieved by the failure
8 of a town to render adequate assistance under this
9 chapter, or by the failure of the board of public

10 welfare of a town to approve or reject an applica-
-11 tion for assistance hereunder within thirty days after
12 receiving such application, shall have a right to a fair
13 hearing upon appeal to the department of public
14 welfare. Such fair hearing shall be conducted by a
15 referee designated by the commissioner. Any person
16 so designated is empowered to subpoena witnesses,
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17 administer oaths, take testimony and secure the
18 production of such books, papers, records and docu-
-19 ments as may be relevant to such hearing. The de-
-20 cision of the state department when rendered by the
21 referee and approved by the commissioner shall be
22 final and binding upon the local board of public
23 welfare or bureau of old age assistance involved and
24 shall be complied with by such local board or bu-
-25 reau. Fair hearings shall be granted upon any appeal
26 in relation to the following matters:
27 1. The matter of denial of assistance by the local
28 board of public welfare;
29 2. The matter of a change in the amount of assist-
-30 ance given;
31 3. The matter of withdrawal of assistance;
32 4. The matter of failure to receive adequate as-
-33 sistance under this chapter by reason of the non-
-34 fulfillment of any agreement made by a third person
35 to contribute toward the support and maintenance
36 of such aged person.
37 The department may upon its own motion review
38 any decision of a local board of public welfare or of a

39 bureau of old age assistance, and may consider any
40 application upon which a decision has not been made
41 by such a board or bureau within a reasonable time.


