
HOUSE 107

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO ERECTION
AND MAINTENANCE OF A BATH HOUSE AT
NEW BEACH IN PROVINCETOWN.

Boston, December 7, 1938

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 50, Re-
solves of 1938, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report upon its investigation relative to the
erection and maintenance of a bath house at New Beach
in the town of Provincetown.

Chapter 50, Resolves of 1938, follows:

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate the subject matter of current house docu-
ment numbered five hundred and seventy-seven, relative to the
erection and maintenance by the said department of a bath house at
New Beach in the town of Provincetown. Said department shall
report to the general court the results of its investigation, and its
recommendations, if any, together with estimates of cost and drafts
of legislation necessary to carry said recommendations into effect,
by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or
before the first Wednesday of December in the current year.

House Bill No. 577 referred to in the resolve would
authorize the Department of Public Works to construct,
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maintain and operate a bath house at New Beach,
Provincetown, at a cost of not more than $25,000.

No appropriation was made to cover the cost of the
investigation required by chapter 50, other than the
regular appropriations for the activities of the Depart-
ment.

Because of the consequent lack of funds for that pur-
pose the Department has not been able to make a survey
of possible locations and so can furnish only an approxi-
mate estimate of the cost of the project.

The Department has given consideration to two sites
for a bath house, both on the state highway at New Beach,
so called. The site at the end of the beach nearer the
town is about one and one half miles from the center of
Provincetown. This location is at a portion of the shore
which appears to be subject to some erosion from the
action of the sea, and will require the construction of
groins. The other site is about three fourths of a mile
farther north, beyond the present parking place at New
Beach. This site has the advantage of a shore line which
is building up rather than wearing away. The latter site,
however, would necessitate longer extensions, both of
pipe lines for water supply and of lines for power and
light service, and it is at a greater distance from the town.

The Department’s study to date indicates that a bath
house in this general location can be constructed with
suitable facilities and accommodations adequate to serve
the people who wish to use it. The building should be
placed far enough back from the shore to afford a wide,
sandy beach area in front, with parking facilities, either
adjacent to or across the highway from the bath house.

To determine the size and capacity needed in a bath
house to meet the demand, the Department recorded the
number of persons normally using this beach on a Satur-
day and Sunday in August. The number of automobiles
was also recorded to determine how large a parking area
would be required.

The maximum number of bathers counted at any one
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time was 295 persons. The bath house should, therefore,
provide for at least 400 persons. The parking space
should provide for more than 50 cars at one time. The
parking area should be covered with a stable type of
bituminous surface.

It is the belief of the Department that a building for
this purpose should provide for 80 bath stalls, with about
400 storage units for garments, and the usual shower
bath and toilet facilities, for which some sort of a sewage
disposal system would be required. Provision should be
made for space to be rented for a concession for serving
refreshments.

The income expected would be derived from the fees
charged for the use of the bath house and from the con-
cession.

As the building must be of fireproof construction, the
design under consideration includes an exterior of brick
with steel trusses and a roof of hard type fireproof shingles.
The administrative section is placed in the center; the
ends contain bath-house accommodations, one for men
and the other for women, with the whole structure so
designed that additional units may be built in the future
if the need arises.

The Department recommends that it be authorized to
construct a bath house at this beach, that authority be
granted for maintaining and operating the bath house
and for leasing a suitable portion of the building for a
concession for the sale of refreshments, and for establish-
ing or charging fees for the use of the bath-house lockers.

The estimated cost of this project is 860,000, which
includes the cost of building the bath house and its
facilities, sewage disposal, water supply, and light and
power lines, and for grading and constructing a parking
area.

The bath house and parking area will both be located
on the Province Lands already under the jurisdiction of
the Department, so that no expenditure is necessary for
purchase of the site.
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Provision must, of course, be made in the appropria-
tion acts for the operation and maintenance of this
property.

Accompanying this report is a draft of legislation neces-
sary for carrying this recommendation into effect.

Respectfully submitted,
:nt of public works.DEPARTMI

W. F. Callahan,
Commissioner of Public Works.

Frank L. Kane,
Paul C. Ryan,

Associate Commissioners.

Richard K. Hale,
Director, Division of Waterways.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act providing for the erection and maintenance

HOUSE AT NEW BEACH IN PROVINCETOWN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The department of public works is
2 hereby authorized and directed to construct, main-
-3 tain and operate a bath house at New Beach, in the
4 town of Provincetown. Said department may pro-
-5 vide therein facilities which it may lease for the sale
6 of food and refreshments and may establish and
7 charge a suitable fee for the use of the lockers and
8 facilities of the bath house and of the parking area.

1 Section 2. For the purposes outlined in section
2 one, the said department may expend for construction
3 a sum not exceeding sixty thousand dollars.

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS OF A BATH
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