
HOUSE 176

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
OUTDOOR PUBLIC BATHING FACILITIES
IN WEST BOYLSTON.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

Boston, December 7, 1938.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
On June 14, 1938, the Legislature, by chapter 47 of

the Resolves of 1938, authorized and directed the Metro-
politan District Commission to make an investigation
relative to providing suitable outdoor public bathing
facilities in the town of West Boylston, as follows;

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate the subject matter of current
house document numbered seven hundred and forty-eight, relative
to the providing by said commission of suitable outdoor public bath-
ing facilities in the town of West Boylston. Said commission shall
report to the general court the results of its investigation, and its
recommendations, if any, together with estimates of cost and drafts
of legislation necessary to carry said recommendations into effect,
by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or
before the first Wednesday of December in the current year.

In accordance with the provisions of this resolve, the
Commission submits herewith the results of its investi-
gation.

The Commonwealth owns a parcel of waterworks land
on Malden Street, West Boylston, on which there is
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located an old dam and mill pond site. The dam is on
Malden Brook, about 3,400 feet above the Quinepoxet
Basin of the Wachusett Reservoir. A suggested plan to
restore this mill pond and convert it into a swimming
pool by filling the breach in the dam, removing the muck
from the bed of the old pond, constructing a diversion
ditch with necessary control works to carry Malden
Brook along the west shore of the pond into the old mill
waste channel and constructing a sand filter for filtering
the water used in the swimming pool before it re-enters
Malden Brook, is filed with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives. Malden Brook, above the proposed
swimming pool, has a watershed area of about two
square miles with a dry-weather flow of about 350,000
gallons per day as determined by weir measurements.

Investigations show that a swimming pool that will
have a water surface of about \ IA acres, an average depth
of about 6 feet, a maximum depth of about 8 feet, with a
top one-half foot capacity of 230,000 gallons which would
probably be changed daily, can be constructed at this
location. There will be a sloping beach at the southerly
end, 70 feet wide by 150 feet long, with considerable
adjacent parking space. In addition to the waterworks
land now owned by the Commonwealth, it will be neces-
sary to purchase a small area of land for location of the
diversion ditch.

At the present time the inhabitants of West Boylston
(1935 census, 2,158) use the westerly of the three Lily
Ponds, so called, as a swimming pool under a permit
granted by the Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board
of August 1, 1908, and which is still operative.

A plan is submitted herewith giving the details and
general location of where the proposed swimming pool
could be constructed at an approximate cost of $lO,OOO.
It is estimated that reasonable sanitary conveniences
and dressing rooms will cost an additional sum of $25,000.

The ponds and sites in West Boylston which might be
developed for bathing purposes are all on the watershed
of the Wachusett Reservoir. The Malden Brook referred
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to, upon which is located the proposed swimming pool,
is a direct tributary to the Wachusett Reservoir, which
is the main source of the Metropolitan water supply for
the Metropolitan Water District.

The watershed of any water supply should not be
used for recreational purposes, especially for the construc-
tion of swimming pools, as it is impossible to conduct such
recreational facilities on a watershed area without seri-
ously menacing the water for human consumption.

The Commission cannot approve or recommend the
construction of this swimming pool and filter bed.

Respectfully submitted,

E. C. HULTMAN
Commissions

MELVIN B. BREATH,
WILLIAM F. ROGERS,
FELIX A. MARCELLA,
AUSTIN J. O’CONNOR,

Associate Commissioner
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