
HOUSE 209

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
MAINTENANCE IN BOSTON OF A “CON-
STITUTION” MEMORIAL PARK.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

Boston, December 7, 19:

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
On May 17, 1938, the Legislature, by chapter 14 of the

Resolves of 1938, authorized and directed the Metropoli-
tan District Commission to investigate the desirability
of constructing and maintaining a park as a memorial to
the locality where the frigate “Constitution” was con-
structed, as follows:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate the subject matter of current
aouse document numbered four 1
the construction and maintenance

mndred and sixty-six, relative to
by said commission of a park, to
[tending from the junction of Han-nvn as Constitution Park

Charlestown bridge, so called, in1 Commercial streets to t
the city of Boston, as a memorial to the locality where the United
States Frigate “Constitution” was constructed. Said commission
shall report to the general court the results of its investigation, and
its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation neces-
sary to carry said recommendations into effect, by filing the same with
the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the first Wednes
day of December in the current vear.

In accordance with the provisions of this resolve, the
Commission submits herewith the results of its investiga-
tion.

Cfjc Commontuealtj) of C^assacinisetts
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The locality where the frigate “Constitution” was
built was known as Hart’s Yard, and the site is now
covered by Constitution Wharf. The resolve calls for a
location extending from the junction of Hanover and
Commercial streets to the Charlestown bridge. This
area comprises large buildings and docks, and also prop-
erty of the city of Boston, and is shown on a plan filed
with the Clerk of the House of Representatives. No
money was provided in the resolve to allow for the ap-
praisal of any property. The assessed valuation of the
property, including that of the city of Boston, amounts
to .$2,298,200, tabulated as follows:

Buildings . . . $525,200 City of Boston:
Solid land 887,900 Buildings $279,200

Piles .... 41,100 Solid land . 449,200
Docks , 17,000 Piles . 18,300

Land and piles . 24,700 Dock . 3,300
Land, piles, wharf and

docks . . . 52,300 8750,000

$1,548,200

A table of various owners and assessments is shown
below.

Ella P. Boggs:
Land, piles and dock, 214,605 feet . . $52,300
Buildings . . .... 47,000

599,301
The New York, New Haven &

Hartford Railroad Co.:
Tenant: Bay State Commer-

cial Company;
Solid, 118,125 square feet

at $3
.... $354,400

Land and piles, 24,700 at $1 24,700
$379,100

Gas station .... $1,600
Coal office .... 300

1,900
381,001
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Boston Elevated Railway Com-
pany:

Tenant: Shell Union Oil
Company:

Solid, 68,190 at $2.50 . . $170,500
Piles, 23,700 at 90 cents . 21,300

5191,800
Office $4,400
Sheds 26,800

31,200

American Meter Company:
Land, 8,156 square feet

.... $36,700
Building 73,300

$223,000

110,000
G. L. Doßlois et al., Trustees, Boston Real

Estate, Trustees:
Land, 4,700 square feet
Buildings .

$23,500
24,500

48,000
Merchants Warehouse Company:

Land, 24,654 square feet $74,000
165,000Buildings

239,000
Suffolk Savings Bank for Seamen and Others

(formerly the Walter Lowney Candy
Manufacturers):

Land, 27,317 square feet .... $109,300
Building 70,700

G. L. Deßlois et al., Trustees, Boston Real
Estate, Trustees:

Tenant: C. Pappas Co. Inc.;
Land, 10,329 square feet .... $46,500
Building 53,500

Tenan!: United Service Stores;
Land, 20,934 square feet .... $41,900
Building 58,100

180,000

100,000

100,000
NewYork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad

Company;
Dock, 56,300 at 30 cents

.... $17,000
Solid, 36,127 at 75 cents . . . 27,100
Piles, 79,364 at 25 cents

.... 19,800

Commonwealth of Massachusetts:
Land, 8,000 square feet at 50 cents . . $4,000

63.900

4,000
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City of Boston
North End Beach:

Land, 209,737 square feet
Building

Paving, police, fire, bath-
house, etc., buildings:

Solid, 13,250 at $4
Pile, 12,200 at $1.50 .

Dock, 6,750 at 50 cents

Locker building:
New buildings

Total

There is now a playground known as the North End
Park, under the control of the city of Boston, located
about 500 feet northwest of Constitution Wharf.

Construction costs would depend entirely upon the
extent of development desired. Buildings and piers
would have to be removed and retaining walls con-
structed. Filling material, fencing, loaming, drainage,
etc., would also be required. These items would prob-
ably amount to 1500,000. As the length of this project
would be about 2,000 feet, taking much valuable water-
front property practically in the heart of the city, it
would have considerable effect upon the assessed valua-
tion and the tax rate of the city of Boston, and the
Commission believes that the location of a park in this
area, to be maintained by the Metropolitan District
Commission, would be inadvisable.

Respectfully submitted,

E. C. HULTMAN,
Commissioner.

WILLIAM F. ROGERS,
MELVIN B. BREATH,
FELIX MARCELLA,
AUSTIN J. O’CONNOR,

Associate Commissioners,


