
HOUSE 483
By Mr. McHugh of Boston, petition of Lawrence P. McHugh for

amendment of the law relative to support of needy persons by their
children and other kindred. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine

An Act relative to the support of poor persons by

THEIR CHILDREN AND OTHER KINDRED.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and seventeen
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section six, as most recently amended by chapter
4 one hundred and eight of the acts of nineteen hundred
5 and thirty-six, and inserting in place thereof the
6 following:
7 Section 6. The kindred of such poor persons, in
8 the line or degree of father, mother and children, by
9 consanguinity, living in the commonwealth, and of

10 sufficient ability, shall be bound to support such poor
11 persons in proportion to their respective ability;
12 provided, that such poor persons are under sixty-five
13 years of age, or are sixty-five years of age or over
14 but not possessing the residential qualifications re-
-15 quired of applicants for old age assistance under chap-
-16 ter one hundred and eighteen A.

CJje Commontoealtf) of

1 Section 2. Section two of chapter one hundred
2 and eighteen A of the General Laws, as most recently
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3 amended by chapter four hundred and forty of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out the second sentence
6 and inserting in place thereof the following;
7 In determining the need for financial assistance,
8 said bureaus shall give consideration to the resources
9 of the aged person.

1 Section 3. Chapter two hundred and seventy-
-2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section twenty, as appearing in the Ter-
-4 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following:
6 Section 20. Any person, over twenty-one, who,
7 being possessed of sufficient means, unreasonably
8 neglects or refuses to provide for the support and
9 maintenance of his parent, whether father or mother,

10 under sixty-five years of age and residing in the com-
il monwealth, or sixty-five years of age or over, but not
12 possessing the residential qualifications required of
13 applicants for old age assistance under chapter one
14 hundred and eighteen A, when such parent through
15 misfortune and without fault of his own is destitute of
16 means of sustenance and unable by reason of old age,
17 infirmity or illness to support and maintain himself,
18 shall be punished by a fine of not more than two hun-
-19 dred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
20 one year, or both. No such neglect or refusal shall
21 be deemed unreasonable as to a child who shall not
22 during his minority have been reasonably supported
23 by such parent, if such parent was charged with the
24 duty so to do, nor as to a child who, being one of two
25 or more children, has made proper anti reasonable
26 contribution toward the support of such parent.


