
HOUSE 826
By Mr. Vallely of Boston (by request), petition of the Building-

Trades Employers’ Association and others for legislation to establish
a board of appeal under the laws providing for compensating work-
men injured in industrial accidents. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act providing for the establishment of a board

OF APPEAL UNDER THE WORKMENS COMPENSATION IN-

SURANCE LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section fifty-two of chapter one hundred and fifty-
-2 two of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by inserting
4 after the word “approval” in the fourteenth line the
5 following: If the commissioner approves the clas-
-6 sifications of risks and premiums submitted by any
7 insurance company he must then notify the trade,
8 business or industry that is affected, of such ap-
-9 proval, with further notice that unless an appeal is

10 taken within thirty days from date of notice the
11 classifications of risks and premiums should be
12 effective. Any person or persons that feel the
13 classifications of risks and premiums covering their
14 trade, business or industry is unfair, unreasonable or
15 discriminatory, shall have the right to appeal to the
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workmens compensation appeal board hereinafter
established, which shall be composed of the commis-
sioner of insurance, or his representative; the
attorney-general or his representative; the chairman
of the industrial accident board, or a member of the
industrial accident board appointed by the chairman.
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If an appeal is filed, the board shall hear the
parties and review all matters in connection with the
classifications of risks and premiums as it relates to
the trade, business or industry, parties to the appeal.
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The board shall have authority to confirm, revise
in whole or in part, or determine the classifications of
risks or premiums that shall apply to the trade,
business or industry involved in the appeal.

26
27
28
29

Hearings on appeals shall be held within fifteen
days from date the appeal was entered and decision
rendered five days after date hearing was closed.
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The board shall have authority to establish rules
of procedure to govern the conduct of hearings,
presentation of evidence and scope of hearings,
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so as to read as follows: Section 52. Any insur-
ance company authorized to transact business in
this commonwealth under sub-division (6) or (e) of
the sixth clause of section forty-seven of chapter one
hundred and seventy-five may, except as provided in
clause (c) of section fifty-four of said chapter, insure
the payment of the compensation provided for by
this chapter, and when any such company insures
the payment of such compensation it shall file with
the commissioner of insurance its classifications of
risks and premiums relating thereto and subsequent
proposed classifications of risks and premiums, which
shall not take effect until approved by the commis-
sioner of insurance as adequate and reasonable for
the risks to which they respectively apply; provided
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that upon petition of the company or any other party
aggrieved the opinion of the commissioner shall be
subject to review by the supreme judicial court.
The commissioner may withdraw his approval. If the
commissioner approves the classifications of risks
and premiums submitted by any insurance company
he must then notify the trade, business or industry
that is affected, of such approval, with further notice
that unless an appeal is taken within thirty days
from date of notice the classifications of risks and
premiums should be effective. Any person or per-
sons that feel the classifications of risks and premi-
ums covering their trade, business or industry is
unfair, unreasonable or discriminatory, shall have
the right to appeal to the workmens compensation
appeal board hereinafter established, which shall be
composed of the commissioner of insurance or his
representative; the attorney-general or his repre-
sentative; the chairman of the industrial accident
board, or a member of the industrial accident board
appointed by the chairman.
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If an appeal is filed, the board shall hear the parties
and review all matters in connection with the classifi-
cations of risks and premiums as it relates to the
trade, business or industry, parties to the appeal.
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The board shall have authority to confirm, revise
in whole or in part, or determine the classifications
of risks or premiums that shall apply to the trade,
business or industry involved in the appeal.
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Hearings on appeals shall be held within fifteen
days from date the appeal was entered and decision
rendered five days after date hearing was closed.
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The board shall have authority to establish rules
of procedure to govern the conduct of hearings,
presentation of evidence and scope of hearings.
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