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By Mr. Holman of Norwood, petition of Charles E. Houghton and
others for legislation to authorize submission to the voters of the
town of Norwood of certain votes passed in town meetings in said
town. Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

an Act subjecting certain votes of the town of

NORWOOD TO REFERENDUM ACTION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfic Commontocalt!) of Qiassacljusetts

1 Section 1. A vote passed at any town meeting
2 of the town of Norwood, other than by official ballot,
3 authorizing the expenditure of twenty thousand
4 dollars (or insert other amount) or more for the
5 acquisition of land, or for the construction, alteration
6 or enlargement of any building, or for other than the
7 usual departmental appropriations, or authorizing
8 the incurring of debt, except temporary loans in
9 anticipation of revenue shall not be operative until

10 after the expiration of five days, exclusive of Sundays
11 and holidays, from the dissolution of the meeting.
12 If, within said five days, a petition, signed by not less
13 than three per cent of the registered voters of the
14 town, containing their names and addresses as thev



9 [Jan.HOUSE No. 871.

15 appear on the list of registered voters, is filed as
16 hereinafter provided, asking that the question or
17 questions involved in such vote be submitted to the
18 registered voters of the town for action by official
19 ballot, its operation shall be further suspended and
20 the selectmen, after receiving the certificate of the
21 registrars of voters as hereinafter provided, shall
22 forthwith call a special meeting for the sole purpose of
23 presenting to the registered voters for action by official
24 ballot the question or questions so involved if it
25 appears from said certificate that the petition has
26 been signed by the required percentage of the registered
27 voters.
28 The petition shall be termed a referendum petition.
29 It shall be filed in the office of the town clerk and
30 accountant before five o’clock in the afternoon of the
31 fifth day after the dissolution of the meeting.
32 Signatures thereon need not be all on one paper
33 but all such papers relating to one vote shall be
34 fastened securely together and filed as one instrument
35 with the endorsement thereon of the person or persons
36 filing the same and the time of filing shall be im-
-37 mediately noted thereon by the town clerk and ac-
-38 countant.
39 Immediately after the expiration of the time within
40 which referendum petitions may be filed, the town
41 clerk and accountant shall notify in writing the regis-
-42 trars of voters, who shall examine any such petition
43 seasonably filed and within five days of such notifica-
-44 tion determine by what number of voters it is signed
45 in conformity with the provisions of this section, and
46 what percentage that number is of the total number
47 of registered voters of the town and certify their
48 findings to the selectmen and at the same time send



HOUSE -No. 871.1939.] 3

49 a copy of the same to the person or to one of the
50 persons who filed the petition.
51 Each question so submitted shall be in the form
52 of the following question which shall be placed
53 upon an official ballot: “Shall the town vote to
54 approve the action previously taken by the voters
55 of the town whereby it was voted (brief description
56 of the substance of the vote).”

57 The polls at such special meeting shall be opened
58 not later than two o’clock in the afternoon and shall
59 be closed at eight o’clock in the evening and all votes
60 upon any questions so submitted shall be taken by
61 official ballot in the same manner as in the election of
62 town officers.
63 If a majority of the registered voters of the town
64 voting thereon, and at least twenty percent of all
65 the registered voters, shall vote in the negative, the
66 previous action upon said question or questions shall
67 be null and void, otherwise it shall take effect im-
-68 mediately upon the declaration by the moderator of
69 the vote upon the referendum. If such referendum
70 petition is not filed within said period of five days,
71 the vote previously passed on the question or questions
72 subject to referendum vote shall become operative
73 and effective upon the expiration of said period.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted for ac-
-2 ceptance to the voters of said town at any town
3 meeting held within two years after its passage, in
4 the form of the following question which shall be
5 placed, in case of an annual meeting, upon the official
6 ballot to be used for the election of town officers, or,
7 in case of a special meeting, upon the ballot to be
8 used at such meeting: “Shall an act passed by the
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general court in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
nine, entitled ‘An Act authorising the voters of the
town of Norwood to act through referendum petition
under certain circumstances’ be accepted?”. If a
majority of the votes in answer to said question is
in the affirmative, then this act shall thereupon take
full effect, but not otherwise.


