
HOUSE 873

By Mr. Bell of Marblehead (by request), petition of the Massachu-
setts County Commissioners’ and Sheriffs’ Association for legislation
to reduce county taxes by payment by the Commonwealth to the
counties of a portion of the Highway Fund. Ways and Means (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act providing for reduction of county taxes

AND PAYMENT BY THE COMMONWEALTH TO THE COUN-

TIES OF A PORTION OF THE HIGHWAY FUND.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, it is hereby declared to be
3 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
4 preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section 1. There shall be paid from the Highway
2 Fund to the various counties of the commonwealth a
3 total sum of two million dollars. Each county shall be
4 paid its proportion of said sum based one half in pro-
-5 portion to its valuation, as determined and established
6 for the basis of apportionment of state and county
7 taxes, and one half in accordance with the mileage of
8 public roads, exclusive of state highways, as deter-
-9 mined by the department of public works of the com-
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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10 monwealth. Said sums shall be paid in equal instal-
-11 ments on June first and November twentieth of each
12 year. The said sums shall be used to reduce the
13 amounts to be raised by taxation by the several coun-
-14 ties, and so far as the county commissioners of the
15 respective counties determine shall be used in aiding
16 the towns and cities in said counties as to the laying
17 out, relocation, alteration, specific repairs and main-
-18 tenance of roads, under the provisions of the statutes
19 applicable thereto.

1 Section 2. In Suffolk county the treasurer of the
2 city of Boston, being the Suffolk county treasurer, shall
3 pay to the cities of Chelsea and Revere and to the town
4 of Winthrop respectively such proportion of the Suffolk
5 county share of the payment provided for in this act
6 as will be one half in proportion to the valuation of said
7 cities and town, as determined by the table used in
8 the basis of apportionment for said state and county
9 taxes, and one half in proportion to the mileage of

10 public roads, exclusive of state highways, as deter-
-11 mined by the department of public works of the
12 commonwealth.


