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By Messrs. Owens and Linehan of Boston, petition of Thomas E.
Linehan, Edwin W. Hadley and David M. Owens for a legislative
amendment of the Constitution providing that persons admitted to
practice law shall thereby become members of the Massachusetts
State Bar. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

Proposal for a legislative amendment of the con-
stitution PROVIDING THAT PERSONS ADMITTED TO

PRACTICE LAW SHALL THEREBY BECOME MEMBERS Of

THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE BAR.

1 A joint session of the Senate and House of Repre-
-2 sentatives hereby declares it to be expedient to alter
3 the Constitution by the adoption of the following
4 Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become
5 a part of the Constitution, if similarly agreed to in a
6 joint session of the next General Court and approved
7 by the people at the state election next following:

8 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

9 Chapter 11, section I, of the constitution is hereby
10 amended by adding thereto the following article:
11 Article XIV. Any person admitted to practice
12 law in this commonwealth shall thereby, while not
13 suspended or disbarred from such practice, be a
14 member of The Massachusetts State Bar, which is
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15 hereby established. Such Bar shall be governed by a
16 board of governors composed of members elected
17 from districts of the commonwealth by members hav-
-18 ing their principal office for the practice of law in the
19 district in which they vote. The Supreme Judicial
20 Court shall provide from time to time for the govern-
-21 ance of such Bar, for the size and number of districts
22 to be represented on the board of governors, and for
23 the number of members of the Board of Governors
24 to be chosen by each district which may be different
25 for different districts; and for the carrying out of this
26 Article full power and authority are hereby conferred
27 and imposed upon said Court to make such orders,
28 rules or decrees as may be necessary or appropriate.
29 The appointment of any judicial officer by the
30 Governor shall be from a list of five members of said
31 Bar recommended by the board of governors, which
32 shall, on the request of the governor, submit one list
33 of five such members for each proposed judicial
34 appointment specified in the request, and such ap-

-35 pointment may be irrespective of the advice or consent
36 of the council.
37 So much of Article IX of this section as is incon-
-38 sistent herewith is hereby annulled.


