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By Mr. Cousens of Waltham, petition of George Chauncey Cousens
for legislation to regulate the open season on fishing for trout and
bass and relative to the size and quantity of trout which may be caught.
Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act relative to inland fisheries.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and thirty-one
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section fifty-seven, as most recently amended by
4 chapter one hundred and sixteen of the acts of nine-
-5 teen hundred and thirty-seven, and inserting in place
6 thereof the following:
7 Section 57. Except as provided in section fifty-
-8 one, no person shall take or have in possession trout
9 between July thirty-first in any year and April fifteenth

10 of the year following, or between July fifteenth in
11 any year and April first of the year following, if taken
12 from the waters of Dukes county, or between Septem-
-13 ber first and May twenty-ninth of the year following,
14 if taken from the Deerfield river or its diverted waters
15 within the commonwealth, or in the county of Berk-
-16 shire, whether or not within a state forest, between
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17 August fifteenth in any year and May first of the
18 year following, or between August thirty-first and
19 May fifteenth following, if taken from Miller’s river
20 or its diverted waters within the commonwealth,
21 nor shall any person have in possession at any time a
22 trout less than six inches in length, or trout less than
23 ten inches in length if taken from the Deerfield river
24 or its diverted waters within the commonwealth, or a
25 trout less than nine inches in length if taken from
26 the waters of Onota lake in the city of Pittsfield or
27 from Miller’s river or its diverted waters within the
28 commonwealth, unless taken by a person lawfully
29 fishing and immediately returned alive to the water
30 whence it was taken.

1 Section 2. Section fifty-nine of said chapter one
2 hundred and thirty-one, as most recently amended by
3 chapter two hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word “trout” in the
6 third line the words: or, in the county of Middle-
-7 sex, more than five pounds and one trout, —so as
8 to read as follows: Section 59. No person shall in
9 any one day take from the waters of the commonwealth

10 a total of more than fifteen trout or, in the county of
11 Middlesex, more than five pounds and one trout,
12 nor shall any person in any one day take more than
13 five trout from the Deerfield river or its diverted
14 waters within the commonwealth or from any great
15 pond within the commonwealth stocked with trout
16 under authority of section forty, nor shall there be
17 taken in any one day from the waters of Onota lake
18 in the city of Pittsfield trout to a number exceeding
19 eight, or of an aggregate weight exceeding ten pounds,
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20 if taken by one person, or to a number exceeding
21 fifteen, or of an aggregate weight exceeding twenty
22 pounds, if taken by two or more persons angling from
23 the same boat or raft; provided, that if at any time
24 the aggregate weight of the trout then taken from the
25 waters of said Onota lake is less than the aggregate
26 weight limit and the taking of another trout will cause
27 said limit to be exceeded the taking of such other trout
28 shall be lawful if thereby the limit as to number is not
29 exceeded.

1 Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and thirty-
-2 one is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 sixty-seven, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 67. Except in the counties of Plymouth
6 and Barnstable, no person shall take or have in
7 possession a black bass between February first and
8 June thirtieth, both dates inclusive, in any year, and
9 in the counties of Plymouth and Barnstable no person

10 shall take or have in possession a black bass between
11 December first of any year and June thirtieth of the
12 year following, both dates inclusive, and no person
13 shall at any time have in possession a black bass
14 less than ten inches in length unless such bass was
15 taken by a person lawfully fishing and is immediately
16 returned alive to the water whence it was taken;
17 nor shall any person take or have in possession more
IS than six black bass taken from the waters of the
19 commonwealth in any one day.




