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By Mr. John T. Sullivan of Cambridge, petition of Charles F. J.
Harrington for legislation more clearly to define the powers and duties
of the Board of Appeal on Motor Liability Policies and Bonds. In-
surance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

an Act to define more clearly the powers and

DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF APPEAL ON MOTOR VEHICLE

LIABILITY POLICIES AND BONDS, AND TO PERMIT AND

PROVIDE FOR A PLAN OF ASSIGNMENT OF RISKS IN
RESPECT TO INSURANCE UPON MOTOR VEHICLES.

1 Section one hundred and thirteen Dof chapter
2 one hundred and seventy-five of the Tercentenary
3 Edition of the General Laws, as amended by sec-
-4 tions two and three of chapter one hundred and
5 nineteen and sections one and two of chapter one
6 hundred and forty-six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-7 dred and thirty-three, and by chapter forty-six and
8 chapter three hundred and seventy-nine of the acts
9 of nineteen hundred and thirty-four and by chap-

-10 ter three hundred and eleven of the acts of nineteen
11 hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby amended by
12 inserting after the second sentence of the fourth

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows;
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13 paragraph thereof the following sentence: The
14 board, or, if an appeal is made as hereinafter pro-
-15 vided, the superior court, shall be required to make
16 a finding that the complainant is not a proper and
17 suitable person to whom to issue such a policy or
18 on behalf of whom to execute such a bond as surety
19 if it appears that within three years of the filing of
20 the complaint either (a) the complainant has caused
21 an accident resulting in the death of a person and
22 the registrar upon investigation and after a hearing,
23 did not determine that the accident occurred without
24 the serious fault upon the part of the complainant,
25 and that the registrar has revoked the license of the
26 complainant as provided by section twenty-nine of
27 chapter ninety; or, (6) the complainant has been
28 convicted of operating a motor vehicle upon any
29 way or in any place to which the public has a right
30 of access and, without stopping and making known
31 his name, residence and the register number of his
32 motor vehicle, going away after knowingly colliding
33 with or otherwise causing injury to any person, or
34 (c) the complainant has twice been convicted of
35 operating a motor vehicle upon any way or in any
36 place to which the public has a right of access while
37 under the influence of intoxicating liquor, so that
38 said fourth paragraph will read as follows: A
39 complaint may allege that a cancellation is invalid,
40 or improper and unreasonable, or both, or that a
41 refusal to issue or execute such a policy or bond is
42 improper and unreasonable. The board shall after
43 due hearing forthwith make a finding in respect to
44 the issue or issues raised by the complaint, and it
45 may also, in any case, make a finding as to whether
46 or not the complainant is a proper and suitable
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47 person to whom to issue such a policy or on behalf
48 of whom to execute such a bond as surety. The
49 board, or, if an appeal is made as hereinafter pro-
-50 vided, the superior court, shall be required to make
51 a finding that the complainant is not a proper and
52 suitable person to whom to issue such a policy or
53 on behalf of whom to execute such a bond as surety
54 if it appears that within three years of the filing of
55 the complaint either (a) the complainant has caused
56 an accident resulting in the death of a person and
57 the registrar upon investigation and after a hear-
-58 ing, did not determine that the accident occurred
59 without the serious fault upon the part of the com-
-60 plainant, and that the registrar has revoked the
61 license of the complainant as provided by section
62 twenty-nine of chapter ninety; or, (5) the com-
-63 plainant has been convicted of operating a motor
64 vehicle upon any way or in any place to which the
65 public has a right of access and, without stopping-
-66 and making known his name, residence and the
67 register number of his motor vehicle, going away
68 after knowingly colliding with or otherwise causing
69 injury to any person, or (c) the complainant has
70 twice been convicted of operating a motor vehicle
71 upon any way or in any place to which the public
72 has a right of access while under the influence of
73 intoxicating liquor. The board shall in all cases
74 enter, in such form as it may prescribe, an appro-
-75 priate order. If the board finds in favor of the
76 company in the case of such a cancellation, the order
77 shall, unless the policy or bond has expired, affirm
78 the cancellation and specify the date, which shall
79 be ten days from the date of the filing of a memo-
-80 randum of the finding and order in the office of the



4 [Jan. 1939.HOUSE No. 1209.

*

81 commissioner as hereinafter provided, on which the
82 cancellation shall be effective; but, if the policy or
83 bond will expire on or before the termination of a
84 period of ten days from said date of filing, the order
85 shall specify a date prior to such expiration, or the
86 board may dispense with such a specification.


