
No. 1380HOUSE
By Mr. Parker of Boston (by request), petition of Frances P.

Fritohman (for the Civil Liberties Committee of Massachusetts) that
police photographs and finger prints be returned to persons released
or discharged after arrest. Military Affairs and Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act providing for the return of police photo-

graphs AND FINGER PRINTS OF CERTAIN PERSONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section thirty-three of chapter two hundred and
2 seventy-six of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by adding
4 immediately at the end thereof the following new
5 section:
6 Section 33A. Upon the release or discharge of a
7 person who has been arrested but against whom no
8 charges have been prosecuted, or upon the determi-
-9 nation of a criminal action or proceeding against a

10 person in favor of such person, every photograph
11 and photographic plate or proof and finger print
12 taken or made of such person while under such arrest
13 or while such action or proceeding was pending by
14 direction or authority of any police or other public
15 officer, or any member of any police department, and
16 all duplicates and copies thereof, shall be returned
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17 on demand to such person by any police or other
18 public officer having any such photograph, plate,
19 proof, finger print, duplicate or copy in his possession
20 or control, and such police or other public officer, or
21 member of any police department failing to comply
22 with the requirements hereof shall be guilty of a
23 misdemeanor. It shall be the duty of the police
24 department in every city and town to keep a record
25 of all persons to whom a photograph, photographic
26 plate or proof thereof, or finger print duplicate or
27 copy thereof, of a person arrested, is sent, and where
28 no charges have been prosecuted against such person
29 or upon the determination of the criminal action or
30 proceeding against such person in his favor, a copy
31 of such record shall be given to such person upon
32 demand by him therefor.


