
HOUSE 1406

By Mr, McHugh of Boston (by request), petition of Samuel Markel
for certain amendments of the law relative to the practice of optom-
etry. Public Health,

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act relative to the practice of optometry.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seventy-three Bof chapter
2 one hundred and twelve of the General Laws, as
3 appearing in section three of chapter four hundred
4 and thirty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-eight, is hereby amended by striking out, in
6 the fourth line, the words “by any other person”,
7 so as to read as follows; Section 738. No person
8 shall practice optometry on premises not separate
9 from premises whereon eyeglasses, lenses, or eyeglass

10 frames are sold, nor shall any person practice optome-
-11 try under any lease, contract or other arrangement
12 whereby any person, not duly authorized to practice
13 optometry, shares, directly or indirectly, in any fees
14 received in connection with said practice of optome-
-15 try. For the purpose of this section, any room or
16 suite of rooms in which optometry is practiced shall
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17 be considered separate premises if it has a separate
18 and direct entrance from a street or public corridor,
19 whether or not it lias an entrance from any other
20 room in the same building. Whoever violates any
21 provision of this section shall be punished by a fine
22 of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred dol-
-23 lars, or by imprisonment for not more than six months,
24 or both.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and twelve
2 is hereby further amended by inserting after section
3 seventy-three B, inserted by section three of chapter
4 four hundred and thirty-four of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-eight, the following new section:
6 Section 73C. No optometrist shall in conjunction
7 with the practice of optometry engage, directly or

8 indirectly, in the sale of any merchandise on premises
9 not separate from premises whereon the practice of

10 optometry is carried on by such optometrist, nor shall
11 any optometrist engaged in the practice of optometry
12 engage in the business of buying, selling or dealing in
13 any merchandise under any lease, contract or other
14 arrangement whereby he shares, directly or indirectly,
15 in any proceeds of any sales of any merchandise, on

16 premises not separate from premises whereon the
17 practice of optometry is carried on.

1 Section 3. If any part, section, or subdivision of
2 this act, or the application thereof, shall be held in-
-3 valid, unconstitutional or inoperative as to any
4 particular person, persons or conditions, such in-
-5 validity shall not affect other provisions or applica-
-6 tions of the act which can be given effect without the
7 invalid provision or application, and to this end the
8 provisions of this act are declared to be severable.


