
HOUSE 1783

*

By Mr. Sirois of Lawrence, petition of Daniel F. Downey for various
amendments of the law providing certain benefits to persons who
register under the provisions of the law relative to unemployment
compensation. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act amending the unemployment compensation

LAW SO AS TO REDUCE THE WAITING PERIOD, PROVIDE

FOR PAYMENTS FROM DATE OF REGISTRATION AND ES-

TABLISH A MINIMUM BENEFIT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. General Laws, chapter one hundred
2 and fifty-one A, section fourteen (a), inserted by
3 chapter four hundred and twenty-one of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, and amended by
5 chapter four hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of
6 nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby further
7 amended by striking out the words “three consecu-
-8 tive weeks” and substituting therefor the words:-
9 one week, so that the amended sentence will read

10 as follows: Whenever an individual who has been
11 an employee becomes unemployed, he shall be eli-
-12 gible for unemployment benefits subsequent to a
13 waiting period of one week.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and fifty.
2 one A, section fourteen
3 striking out the words

[a), is further amended by
and no benefits shall be or

4 become payable during said waiting period” and
5 substituting therefor the following: and benefits
6 shall become due and payable from the date said
7 individual registers for unemployment benefits, so
8 that the amended paragraph will read as follows;
9 Whenever an individual who has been an employee

10 becomes unemployed, he shall be eligible for benefits
11 for unemployment subsequent to a waiting period of
12 one week sustained within fifty-two weeks of the
13 date of his most recent registration as unemployed
14 and benefits shall become due and payable from the
15 date said individual registers for unemployment bene-
-16 fits; provided, that no further waiting period shall
17 be required of any individual during the fifty consecu-
-18 five weeks following any waiting period; and pro-
-19 vided, further, that this requirement shall not inter-
-20 rupt the payment of benefits for consecutive weeks
21 of unemployment. Any week of partial employment
22 during which an employee receives wages less than
23 his weekly benefit shall not be considered as inter-
-24 rupting the continuity of such three weeks, and shall
25 be counted toward said waiting period as one half of
26 one week.

1 Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and fifty-
-2 one A, section seventeen, is further amended by
3 striking out the words “one twenty-sixth” and sub-
-4 stituting therefor the words: one twelfth, so that
5 the amended sentence will read as follows: Except
6 as provided in subsection (d) of section eighteen, an
7 individual unemployed and otherwise eligible for bene-
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8 fits shall be paid benefits for each week of unemploy-
-9 ment at the rate of one twelfth of his highest quarterly

10 wage during the eight quarters next but one preced-
-11 ing the quarter in which he most recently registered as
12 unemployed.

1 Section 4. Said chapter one hundred and fifty-
-2 one A, section seventeen, is further amended by
3 striking out, in the last sentence, the word “five”
4 and substituting therefor the word: ten, so that
5 the amended sentence will read as follows; Not-
-6 withstanding the foregoing, no weekly benefit shall
7 be less than ten dollars or more than fifteen dollars.

1 Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and fifty-
-2 one A, section eighteen, is amended by striking out,
3 in the second paragraph, the words “twelve and one
4 half per cent” and substituting therefor the words:
5 twenty-five per cent, so that the amended para-
-6 graph will read as follows; Except as otherwise
7 provided in subsection (d) of this section, “normal
8 benefits” shall be (1) twenty-five per cent of the total
9 wages, not exceeding four hundred dollars in each

10 quarter, earned during the eight quarters next but
11 one preceding the quarter in which the individual
12 most recently registered as unemployed or (2) sixteen
13 times his weekly benefit, whichever amount is the
14 lesser; provided, that, if the amount determined un-
-15 der (2) is the lesser amount, there shall be added
16 thereto twenty-four per cent of the difference be-
-17 tween the two amounts.
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