
HOUSE .... No. 2109

4

I

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ

Under the provisions of Article LYI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning herewith
House Bill No. 1290, An Act authorizing the Department
of Public Utilities to license the operation of motor
vehicles for the carriage of persons for hire over a certain
route in the City of Boston, with the recommendation
that it be amended as follows:

By striking out the words “the following route in the
City of Boston; —on Neponset River Bridge; on Blue
Hill Avenue between Neponset River Bridge and Seaver
Street; on Seaver Street between Blue Hill Avenue and
Columbus Avenue; on Columbus Avenue between Seaver
Street and Park Square; on Stuart Street between
Columbus Avenue and Broadway; on Broadway be-
tween Stuart Street and Park Square;” and inserting in
place thereof the words “a route or routes within the City
of Boston determined by the Department of Public
Utilities”;

By striking out in the title the words “a certain route”,
and inserting in place thereof the words “one or more
routes”.

The bill, as it now stands, substitutes the judgment of
the Legislature for that of the administrative body
recognized throughout in the General Laws and particu-
larly in Chapter 159 A under which the proposed license
will be granted, as the body best qualified to determine
questions involving the exercise of administrative judg-
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ment and discretion. The Legislature thus removes from
the Department of Public Utilities any possible exercise
of judgment as to the wisdom of the route selected for the
operation of busses on the streets of Boston. No alterna-
tive route is possible and the Department of Public Util-
ities must approve the route designated in the bill or else
grant no license at all. Such legislation, it appears to me,
constitutes an unwise encroachment by the Legislature
upon the field of executive action.

With the adoption of the amendment I have recom-
mended, the petitioner for a license is in a position of
which he cannot complain. The petitioner can present
his case to the Department of Public Utilities in a manner
contemplated under Section 3, Chapter 159 A of the
General Laws in cases where the licensing authority of
an intervening municipality had failed for three months
to act favorably upon the application for a license. Also,
the rights of the City of Boston are respected and the
City Council of the City of Boston will be given oppor-
tunity for a hearing upon the merits of the route or routes
petitioned for.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth


