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House of Representatives, March 30, 1939.

The committees on Rules of the two branches, acting
concurrently, to whom were referred the order (filed by
Representative Bowker of Brookline) relative to the
investigation by a joint special committee of facts sur-
rounding granting of pardons by the Governor and
Council to Raymond L. Patriarca and certain other
prisoners, and the petition (accompanied by resolve,
House, No. 769) of Roland D. Sawyer for appointment
of a special commission to study the parole system in
its relation to the Executive Department and of the
constitutional and statutory powers of said depart-
ment, report the accompanying resolve (House, No.
2117).

For the committee

PHILIP G. BOWKER.
ROLAND D. SAWYER.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study

BY A SPECIAL UNPAID COMMISSION OF THE PARDON AND

PAROLE SYSTEMS IN THE COMMONWEALTH AND OF THE

FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE GRANT-

ING OF CERTAIN PARDONS AND PAROLES.

1 Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, con-
-2 sisting of one member of the senate to be designated
3 by the president thereof, three members of the house
4 of representatives to be designated by the speaker
5 thereof, and three persons to be appointed by the
6 governor, is hereby established for the purpose of

in investigation and study of the pardon
8 and parole systems in the commonwealth, and re-
-9 lated matters, and the facts and circumstances sur-

-10 rounding the granting of pardons by the governor,
11 with the advice and consent of the council, and the
12 granting of paroles by the parole board, and par-
-13 ticularly the facts and circumstances surrounding the
14 granting of pardons by the governor, with like advice
15 and consent, in the closing weeks of nineteen hun-
-16 dred and thirty-eight, to Raymond L. S. Patriarca,
17 John S. Tartar and certain other persons. Said
18 commission shall be provided with quarters in the
19 state house or elsewhere, shall hold hearings, may

20 require by summons the attendance and testimony
21 of witnesses and the production of books and papers
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22 relating to matters under investigation. Any justice
23 of the supreme judicial or of the superior court may,
24 upon application of said commission, compel the at-
-25 tendance of witnesses summoned as aforesaid and
26 the giving of testimony before said commission in
27 furtherance of any investigation under this resolve,
28 in the same manner and to the same extent as before
29 said courts. No person shall be excused from at-
-30 tending and testifying in the course of such investi-
-31 gation, or from producing any books, papers or
32 documents, on the ground that his testimony or evi-
-33 dence, documentary or otherwise, may tend to crimi-
-34 nate him or subject him to a penalty or forfeiture;
35 but he shall not be prosecuted or subjected to penalty
36 or forfeiture for or on account of any action, matter
37 or thing concerning which he may be required to
38 testify or produce evidence, documentary or other-
-39 wise, in the course of such investigation, except for
40 perjury committed in such testimony. Said commis-
-41 sion may expend for legal, clerical and other services
42 and expenses such sums, not exceeding, in the aggre-
-43 gate, dollars. Said commission shall re-
-44 port to the general court the results of its investigation
45 and study and its recommendations, if any, together
46 with drafts of legislation or proposals for amendments
47 to the constitution, or both, necessary to carry its
48 recommendations into effect, by filing the same with
49 the clerk of the house of representatives prior to the
50 prorogation of the current session of the general
51 court.
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