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House of Representatives April 26, 1939.

The committee on Rules, to whom was referred the
Order (filed by Representative Morris) requesting the
opinions of the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court
on certain questions relative to House Bill abolishing the
commissionership and associate commissionerships in the
Division of Civil Service, placing said division under
the supervision and control of a director and a commis-
sion, and further defining the powers and duties of said
division, its officers and employees (House, No. 2203),
report that the accompanying order ought to be adopted.

For the committee,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER.

Representatives Morris of Everett, Roach of North
Adams and Sawyer of Ware dissenting.
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HOUSE No. 2227. [Apr. 1939.2

House of Representatives, April 26, 1939.

Whereas, A member of the house of representatives
is in receipt of a letter from the attorney general under
date of April 25, 1939, which appears to have been handed
to the press, and in which he expressed his informal view
in answer to a question “as to whether or not there may
be such reasonable doubt as to the power of the general
court to abolish a department or departments of the
commonwealth that it would be well to have the matter
finally determined by an opinion from the justices of the
supreme judicial court”; and

Whereas, Said letter deals only with the restrictions
placed by article LXVI of the amendments to the con-
stitution of the commonwealth upon legislative action
with respect to an existing department or departments,
but nowhere mentions any particular bill pending be-
fore the house of representatives; and

Whereas, The press has interpreted said letter as
applying to house bill numbered twenty-two hundred
and three, which in no wise abolishes or destroys any
department of the commonwealth; therefore, be it

Ordered, That the house of representatives hereby
requests the opinion in writing of the attorney general
as to whether or not house bill numbered twenty-two
hundred and three is violative of article LXVI of the
amendments to the constitution of the commonwealth.

LAWRENCE R. GROVE, Clerk.
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