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Representatives, May 8, 1939.

The committee on State Administration, to whom was
referred so much of the report of the Attorney General
for the year ending November 30, 1938 (Pub. Doc. No.
12) as relates to giving the Comptroller power to hold
hearings, to summon witnesses and to require production
of books and documents in connection with claims and
demands against the Commonwealth (page 6), report the
accompanying bill (House, No. 2266).
For the committee,
PAUL M. GODDARD.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine,

An Act

empowering

WITNESSES

AND

OTHER

AND

the

comptroller

REQUIRE THE

DOCUMENTS

IN

to

PRODUCTION

summon
OF BOOKS

CONNECTION WITH THE

PERFORMANCE OF HIS DUTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Bouse of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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Section thirteen of chapter seven of the General
Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
hereby amended by inserting after the word “claimed”
and may also rein the seventh line the words:
quire the attendance and testimony of witnesses and
the production of books, papers, contracts and documents relating to the accounts and demands under
examination, in which case he shall make a record
so as to read as
of his findings and conclusions,
Section 13. The comptroller shall examine
follows:
all accounts and demands against the commonwealth,
,

11
12 excepting those for the salaries of the governor

and

13 of the justices of the supreme judicial court, for the
14 pay rolls of the executive council and members of the
15 general court, and those due on account of the prin-16 cipal or interest of a public debt. He may require
17 affidavits that articles have been furnished, services
18 rendered and expenses incurred, as claimed, and may
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19 also require the attendance and testimony of wit-20 nesses and the production of books, papers, contracts
21 and documents relating to the accounts and demands
22 under examination, in which case he shall make a
23 record of his findings and conclusions. Such affidavit
24 for any institution shall be made by the disbursing
25 officer thereof. The comptroller shall make a cer-26 tificate specifying the amount due and allowed on
27 each account or demand so examined, the name of the
28 person to whom such amount is payable, the law
29 authorizing the same and the head of expenditure to
30 which it is chargeable. If the general court, by express
31 statute, authorizes a department or public officer to
32 approve accounts or demands against the common-33 wealth, and an appropriation therefor has been made,
34 the comptroller shall, when such accounts or demands
35 have been properly approved, promptly audit and
36 certify such an amount, not exceeding the appro-37 priation therefor, as he may deem correct; and if it
38 appears to him that there are improper charges in
39 said accounts or demands he shall report the same to
40 the governor and council, with a separate certificate
41 therefor. But he shall not certify any bill for printing
42 incurred in violation of section six of chapter five. He
43 shall keep copies of all such certificates and transmit
44 the originals to the governor, who, with the advice
45 and consent of the council, may issue his warrant to
46 the state treasurer for the amount therein specified
47 as due.

