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By Mr. Coolidge of Reading, petition of Harold W. Putnam and

others that the Department of Public Works be authorized to con-
struct a system of drainage of the low lands adjacent to Lake Quanna-
powitt in the town of Reading. Harbors and Public Lands.

An Act to provide for the drainage of the low

LANDS SITUATED IN THE TOWN OF READING ADJACENT

TO LAKE QUANNAPOWITT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

1 Section 1. Subject to the conditions herein im-
-2 posed the department of public works hereinafter re-
-3 ferred to as the department is hereby authorized and
4 directed to construct a system of drainage or other
5 works for suitably draining the low lands located in
6 the town of Reading adjacent to Lake Quannapowitt,
7 and said department is hereby authorized and em-
-8 powered to construct such ditches, dikes, dams, chan-
-9 nels, canals, pipe lines or other structures and to

10 construct and reconstruct such dams, weirs, outlets,
11 culverts or other works as such department may deem
12 necessary and proper for carrying out the provisions
13 of this act.
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1 Section 2. In carrying out the provisions of sec-
-2 tion one the department shall have the authority to
3 establish the legal high water level of Lake Quanna-
-4 powitt and provide for the maintenance of such level
5 and for the proper removal of the water of the lake
6 at all times and to remove any obstruction to the
7 flow of the Saugus river in this vicinity, for the pur-
-8 pose of preventing the flooding of lands adjacent to
9 said lake and for the accomplishment of all the pur-

10 poses set forth in this act.

1 Section 3. For the purpose of constructing such
2 drainage system and carrying out the provisions of
3 this act the said department, acting in behalf of the
4 commonwealth, may take by right of eminent domain
5 under the provisions of chapter seventy-nine of the
6 General Laws or acquire by purchase or otherwise all
7 lands, water rights, rights of way and easements
8 within the towns of Reading, Wakefield and Lynn-
-9 field which the department may deem necessary for

10 the purposes of this act.

1 Section 4. The total cost of said work shall not
2 exceed one hundred thousand dollars and no work
3 shall be begun hereunder until there shall have been
4 paid into the state treasury by the town of Reading
5 the said sum of one hundred thousand dollars which
6 shall constitute a fund for the improvements herein
7 authorized and any surplus of such fund remaining
8 after the completion of the proposed work shall be
9 refunded by the state treasury to the town of Read-

-10 ing. Such fund may be expended in co-operation
11 with the federal government in unemployment relief
12 and other projects as may be determined by the
13 department.
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1 Section 5. For the purposes set forth in this act,
2 the town of Reading after the acceptance thereof, as
3 hereinafter provided, may borrow from time to time,
4 within a period of five years from the effective date
5 of this act, such sums of money as may be necessary
6 not exceeding, in the aggregate, one hundred thousand
7 dollars, and may issue bonds or notes therefor, which
8 shall bear on their face the words “Town of Reading,
9 Drainage Loan Act of 1939.” Each authorized issue

10 shall constitute a separate loan, and such loans shall
11 be paid in not more than thirty years from their
12 dates. Indebtedness incurred under this act shall be
13 in excess of the statutory limit, but shall, except as
14 provided herein, be subject to chapter forty-four of
15 the General Laws, exclusive of the limitation con-
-16 tained in the first paragraph of section seven thereof.

1 Section 6. When the work authorized herein shall
2 have been completed, the same shall be maintained
3 by said town of Reading and said town is hereby
4 authorized to enter upon and dig up and excavate
5 within the limits of the towns of Wakefield and Lynn-
-6 field any private land within the area of any easement
7 acquired under this act, or any public or private way
8 for the purposes of maintaining, repairing or recon-
-9 structing such system or works, and to do any other

10 things necessary or proper for any of the foregoing
11 purposes; provided that any public way in the town
12 of Wakefield in which the maintenance work is done
13 under the provisions of this act shall be restored by
14 the said town of Reading to a condition satisfactory
15 to the selectmen of the town of Wakefield. All lands
16 or rights in land acquired by the department in con-
-17 nection with the work and located within the limits



[June; 1939.HOUSE —No. 2398.4

f

18 of the town of Reading shall be conveyed by the de-
-19 partment to the said town of Reading.

1 Section 7. This act shall be submitted for ac-
-2 ceptance to the registered voters of the town of Read-
-3 ing at any annual or special town meeting held within
4 three years after its passage, but such special town
5 meeting shall not be held during the period from June
6 fifteenth to September fifteenth in any year, in the
7 form of the following question which shall be placed
8 on the official ballot for the election of officers if at
9 an annual meeting and on a special ballot if at a

10 special town meeting: “Shall an act passed by the
11 general court in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
-12 nine entitled ‘An Act to provide for the drainage of
13 the low lands situated in the town of Reading adjacent
14 to Lake Quannapowitt ’ be accepted?” If a majority
15 of the registered voters of said town vote in the affir-
-16 mative, then this act shall thereupon take full effect,
17 but not otherwise.


