
HOUSE . . . . 2423

House of Representatives, June 16, 1939.

The committee on Taxation, to whom were referred
the message from His Excellency the Governor sub-
mitting recommendations for the imposition of certain
emergency taxes for the purpose of reducing the burdens
on real estate, giving encouragement to business and
providing for relief to cities and towns (House, No. 2369),
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 328) of
Francis E. Kelly for legislation to increase the tax im-
posed by the Commonwealth on amounts wagered at
dog racing meetings conducted under the pari-mutuel
system of wagering, the petition (accompanied by bill.
House, No. 245) of Adolph Johnson for increase in the
tax imposed by the Commonwealth on amounts wagered
at horse and dog racing meetings conducted under the
pari-mutuel or certificate system of wagering, the peti-
tion (accompanied by bill, House, No. 684) of William R.
Gilman for increased state taxation on amounts wagered
at dog racing meetings conducted under the pari-mutuel
or certificate system of wagering, the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 1242) of Francis E. Kelly
that the Commonwealth increase the tax on amounts
wagered at dog racing meetings conducted under the
pari-mutuel or certificate system of wagering, the peti-
tion (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1662) of J. A.
Milano for legislation to increase the revenue accruing
to the Commonwealth from horse and dog racing meet-
ings, and the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No.
1663) of J. A. Milano relative to the tax imposed by the
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Commonwealth on amounts wagered at horse and dog
racing meetings and relative to amounts that may be
retained by licensees holding such meetings, report (in
part on House, No. 2369) the accompanying bill (House,
No. 2423).

For the committee,

RALPH C. MAHAR.

Senators Nicholson and Mullowney, and Repre
sentative Merchant of Weymouth, dissenting.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act increasing the tax imposed by the com-
monwealth on AMOUNTS wagered at dog racing

MEETINGS CONDUCTED UNDER THE PARI-MUTUEL OR

CERTIFICATE SYSTEM OF WAGERING.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Section five of chapter one hundred and twenty-
-2 eight A of the General Laws, as most recently amended
3 by chapter three hundred and fifty-one of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out the third paragraph and
6 inserting in place thereof the following:
7 Each person licensed to conduct a horse racing
8 meeting, other than a licensee holding a racing meet-
-9 ing in connection with a state or county fair, shall
10 pay to the commission on the day following each day
11 of such horse racing meeting, a sum equal to three
12 and one half per cent of the total amount deposited
13 on the preceding day by the patrons so wagering at
14 such meeting, said three and one half per cent to be
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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15 paid from the ten per cent withheld, as provided in
16 this section, from the total amount wagered. Each
17 person licensed to conduct a dog racing meeting,
18 other than a licensee holding a racing meeting in
19 connection with a state or county fair, shall pay to
20 the commission on the day following each day of
21 such dog racing meeting, a sum equal to three and
22 one half per cent of the total amount deposited on
23 the preceding day by patrons so wagering at such
24 meeting if it does not exceed seventy-five thousand
25 dollars, four per cent thereof if it exceeds seventy-
-26 five thousand dollars but does not exceed one hun-
-27 dred thousand dollars, four and one half per cent
28 thereof if it exceeds one hundred thousand dollars but
29 does not exceed one hundred and twenty-five thou-
-30 sand dollars, and five per cent thereof if it exceeds
31 one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, said
32 percentages to be paid from the fifteen per cent with-
-33 held, as provided in this section, from the total
34 amount wagered. Each licensee may retain as his
35 commission on the total of all sums so deposited, in
36 addition to his share of the breaks as hereinafter pro-
-37 vided, a sum not exceeding the balance of the ten and
38 fifteen per cent withheld, as provided in this section,
39 from the total amount wagered after deducting
40 therefrom the amount hereinbefore required to be
41 paid to the commission. A licensee holding a racing

42 meeting in connection with a state or county fair
43 may retain the fifteen per cent withheld, as provided
44 in this section, from the total amount wagered.


