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Executive Department,

State House, Boston, June 27, 1939.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

It has come to my attention that the passage of Chap-
ter 191 of the acts of the current year presents to existing
minority parties, so-called, a serious if not an insur-
mountable burden to maintain their existence in future
elections.

Under the law, prior to the passage of said Chapter
191, serious abuses have grown up whereby prospective
candidates for office while purporting to represent a
faction of the electorate were, in fact, merely political
opportunists and have used the existing law to force
themselves upon the electorate. To cure this widespread
abuse the above referred act of this year was passed.
This act, as previously stated, in my opinion places too
onerous a burden on existing minority parties and I,
therefore, submit for your consideration the accompany-
ing draft of an act to continue in existence such parties.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,

CJje Commontoealtt) of Qiassactmsetts

Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act relative to the nomination of candidates by

MINORITY PARTIES, SO CALLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter fifty-three of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section one, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 1. At any primary, caucus or convention
6 held under this chapter, each party having the right
7 to participate in or hold the same may nominate as
8 many candidates for each office for which it has the
9 right to make nominations therein as there are per-

10 sons to be elected to that office, and no more. A
11 party which has not polled at the preceding state or
12 municipal election the vote required to make it a

13 political or municipal party as defined in section one of
14 chapter fifty, but which at the three preceding bien-
-15 nial elections has polled in the commonwealth, or
16 in any district, county, city, town or ward, respec-
-17 lively, a number of votes for governor equal to one

18 tenth of one per cent of the total number of ballots
19 cast, may hold a caucus or convention and make a

20 nomination for the office so to be filled. A party
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21 which makes one or more nominations shall be entitled
22 to have the name of each of its candidates printed
23 on the ballot to be used at the ensuing election; but,
24 unless the nomination is made by direct plurality
25 vote in a primary or in several caucuses held in more
26 than one ward or in more than one precinct or group
27 of precincts, a certificate of nomination must be filed
28 as provided in section five.




