
HOUSE 2544

Executive Department

State House, Boston, August 2, 1939.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

By a change in administration, I believe a partial
clearing up of the situation in the Department of Public
Works has been accomplished. There is much work yet
to be done. It is impossible for a new Commissioner
undertaking the routine work of the department, to give
the attention to it that is necessary.

The new Commissioner and the Honorable Council
have the task of approving the payments to be made on
the completion of flood, hurricane, and other contracts
agreed upon by the department. It is impossible for me
to take the responsibility of submitting final payments on
some of these contracts without a further study and report
by a body in which I have confidence and I shall not ask
the Honorable Council to approve payments that I can-
not, with confidence of their correctness, submit to them.
There is also the strong probability of improving the
methods of operating the most substantial department of
our State Government. The Commission which has
already reported states in its report, “This Commission
is formally of the opinion that an investigating body
which has adequate power and funds to go to the bottom
of the transactions will unearth grave irregularities.”

I shall not ask the Commissioners who conducted the
previous study at personal sacrifice to the Common-
wealth to engage further in this work, but I shall hope to
select men of the same standing and ability to complete
the work as an unpaid body that this first commission
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has thus far so ably advanced. There will be a small bal-
ance of the $lO,OOO left in the Commission’s hands. I
urge your careful consideration of giving the new Com-
mission a sum with this balance necessary to make up
$lO,OOO to complete this work. I believe that this will
result in the saving ultimately of many thousands of
dollars to the Commonwealth and is well worthwhile the
expense and work involved. For this purpose, I recom-
mend your urgent consideration of this subject and for
your guidance submit a copy of a resolve herewith.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALI
Governor of the Commonwealth
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

Resolve providing for an unpaid commission to

INVESTIGATE FURTHER THE ADMINISTRATION AND EX-

PENDITURES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid commission, consisting
2 of three persons to be appointed by the governor
3 and to be known as the Commission to Investigate
4 Further the Administration and Expenditures of the
5 Department of Public Works, is hereby established.
6 The commission may hold public hearings and may
7 call upon officials and employees of the Common-
-8 wealth or its subdivision for such information as it
9 may desire in the course of its investigation. The

10 commission shall be provided with quarters in the
11 State House or elsewhere and shall have the power to
12 summon witnesses and to require the production of
13 books, records, contracts and papers and the giving
14 of testimony under oath. The commission may
15 expend for expert, clerical and other services and
16 expenses, the sum of ten thousand dollars, which sum
17 is hereby appropriated from the highway fund or
18 revenue of the Commonwealth.
19 The commission shall conduct an investigation of
20 the administration, contracts, and expenditures of
21 the Department of Public Works and may report
22 thereon from time to time. It shall, at the conclusion
23 of its work, make a final report to the governor.
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