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By Mr. Powers, petition of John E. Powers for the adoption of resolutions
commemorating the two hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of the birth of
John Hancock. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

Resolutions on the two hundred and twenty-fifth

ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF JOHN HANCOCK.

Whereas, John Hancock was born in the town of Braintree on
January twenty-third, seventeen hundred and thirty-seven; and

Whereas, John Hancock was an ardent champion in the cause of
American Independence, and was president of the First Provincial
Congress and also of the Continental Congress, in which he later
served as a member from Massachusetts, and was the first signer
of the Declaration of Independence; and

Whereas, John Hancock was the first governor of Massachusetts
serving as chief executive from seventeen hundred and eighty to
seventeen hundred and eighty-five, in the first years of the estab-
lishment of the commonwealth under the constitution, and was
later reelected to the office of governor and served from seventeen
hundred and eighty-seven to seventeen hundred and ninety-three;
now therefore be it

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts publicly
acknowledges on behalf of the people of the commonwealth the
great debt of gratitude owed the distinguished patriot and states-
man who, as a man of recognized wealth in the colonies risked his
life and his fortune in the cause of freedom and independence, and
later devoted much of his life to seeing that the new young com-
monwealth develop and grow in self reliance and strength; and be
it further

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts respectfully
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urges the citizens of the commonwealth to participate in proper
exercises in observance of the two hundred and twenty-fifth anni-
versary of the birth of the illustrious patriot and statesman, John
Hancock.
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