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June 28, 1961
Robert F. Murphy

Commissioner

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives of
Massachusetts in General Court Assembled:

Chapter 45 of the Resolves of the current year provides for an
investigation and study by the Metropolitan District Commission
relative to leasing certain land in the Town of Holden to Mary E.
Londergan of Worcester, as follows:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is
hereby authorized and directed to make an investigation and
study of current senate document number 75, directing the
metropolitan district commission to terminate a lease of cer-
tain land in the town of Holden and to lease a part thereof to
Mary E. Londergan of Worcester. Said commission shall re-
port to the general court the results of its investigation and
study and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts
of legislation necessary to carry said recommendations into
effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the senate on or
before the thirtieth day of June in the current year.

Approved March 29, 1961
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The circumstances prompting the introduction of the foregoing
legislation are, generally, as follows:—*■ -. - ’ Ac*

In 1955, Mr. Daniel J. Harrington of Holden offered to purchase
a parcel of Metropolitan Water District land at Parker’s Pond in
Holden. This request was denied by the Commission, but the
Commission did agree to lease a parcel of land to him to be used
for the storing of motor vehicles. At that time Mrs. Londergan
objected to the Commission granting the lease, and the Commis-
sion agreed to set aside a strip of land between her property line
and the land to be leased to Harrington, so that automobiles
would not be parked close to her property. This 20-foot strip and
an additional area of land adjacent to the pond were later leased to
Mi’s. Londergan.

In 1956, Harrington again offered to purchase the Commis-
ion’s land but his offer was denied. At this time, however, the

Commission did agree to lease to Harrington an additional strip
of land 50 feet in width in the rear of the area previously leased
to him, and his lease was rewritten to allow him to erect an auto-
mobile showroom and garage on the property, the term to be for
25 years from August 1, 1956. When Mrs. Londergan learned
that Harrington’s lease was to be rewritten and he was to be al-
lowed to construct a garage on the leased land, she objected.

Mrs. Londergan has written to the Commission on a number of
occasions relative to this matter and it has been discussed with her
on several occasions by representatives of the Commission. She
also has, from time to time, requested a number of persons, both
attorneys and public officials, to intercede on her behalf. On June
19, 1958, I am informed, Mrs. Londergan was given an opportunity
to discuss the matter with all of the Commissioners and after con-
sidering the matter at several subsequent meetings, the Commis-
sion, at its meeting on July 30, 1958, directed its Secretary to notify
Mrs. Londergan that they deemed it inadvisable to grant her re-
quest that she be leased or sold an additional area of land.

Following receipt of this notice from the Commission, Mrs.
Londergan, I am further informed, again requested that the mat-
ter be reconsidered, and on August 13, 1958, the Secretary was in-
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structed to advise Mrs. Londergan that, with all members present,
they voted unanimously not to reconsider their vote of July 30,
1958, and instead voted unanimously to deny her request to pur-
chase or lease additional Metropolitan Water District land in
Holden adjacent to her property.

The property in question was leased to Mr. Harrington and Mrs.
Londergan by the Commission under the provisions of Section 82

.of Chapter 92, General Laws. In leasing this property, the present
■ Commission is of the opinion that the Commission, as then consti-
tuted, acted in good faith and in accordance with sound public ad-
ministrative policy.

Respectfully submitted,

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION
By ROBERT F. MURPHY,

Commissioner.
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