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There have been, as you know, spasmodic efforts to examine the
critical problems of our schools and colleges, but for the most part,
they were not comprehensive studies of the total spectrum of edu-
cation. One of the most significant commission reports was initi-
ated during the administration of Governor Channing H. Cox. This
report became known as the Zook Study and was published on De-
cember 26, 1923 as House Document No. 1700. Although originally
geared to higher education, the report covered programs in elemen-
tary and secondary schools and many other special features of the
Commonwealth’s renowned educational system. Interestingly
enough, the study went into some detail on the establishment of a
system of junior colleges. Also, scholarships were considered as
was the development of a state university.

The need for coordinating our efforts in the field of education is
becoming more apparent each year. Accordingly, lam herewith
submitting a Resolve to provide for the study of the following
matters:

The legal structure of education in the commonwealth with
particular reference to those boards and agencies charged
with statutory responsibilities in the operation of elementary
and secondary schools and the several institutions of higher
learning.

The financial structure of education including that of the
towns, cities, regional school districts, and the commonwealth
with particular reference to the question of adequacy for ex-
isting as well as proposed educational programs.

The effectiveness of existing programs of education on the ele-
mentary and secondary school levels and in public institutions of
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higher learning, and their adaptability in meeting future enroll-
ment requirements and academic needs.

trust that this Resolve will meet with your approval.

Respectfully submitted,

Governor of the Commonwealth.

i

JOHN A. VOLPE,
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Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO AN EVALUATION OF PROGRAMS OF PUBLIC
EDUCATION WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH.

special commission to consist of
;o be designated by the president

Resolved, That an unpaidi

wo members of len

thereof, three members of the house of representatives to be
4 designated by the speaker thereof, five persons to be appointedi

5 by the governor one of whom shall be designated as chairman,
6 and the commissioner of education and the commissioner of
7 administration and finance ex officiis, is hereby established
S for the purpose of investigating and studying programs of

public education within the commonwealth. Said commission9

10 in the course of its investigation and study shall consider, vvith-
out being limited thereto, the following matters:11

12 The legal structure of education in the commonwealth
13 with particular reference to those boards and agencies
14 charged with statutory responsibilities in the operation of
15 elementary and secondary schools and the several institu-
te tions of higher learning.
17 The financial structure of education including that of
18 the towns, cities, regional school districts, and the com-
19 monwealth with particular reference to the question of

20 adequacy for existing as well as proposed educational pro-
21 grams.
22 The effectiveness of existing programs of education on
23 the elementary and secondary school levels and in public
24 institutions of higher learning, and their adaptability in
25 meeting future enrollment requirements and academic
26 needs.
27 Said commission shall be provided with quarters, may hold
28 hearings, may travel within or without the commonwealth,
29 and may expend for the employment of an executive director,
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30 technical, clerical, or other assistants, and for other services
31 and expenses a sum not to exceed one hundred thousand dol-
-32 lars, which amount is hereby appropriated from the general
33 fund.
34 Said commission shall report its findings and recommenda-
-35 tions, if any, simultaneously to the governor and to the gen-
-36 eral court by filing the same with the clerk of the house of
37 representatives, together with drafts of recommended legisla-
-38 tion, at such time or times as it deems advisable, but shall file
39 its final report on or before the last Wednesday in June, nine-
-40 teen hundred and sixty-three.


