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Retirement Law Commission.An Ac
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tion 1. Chapter 6of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
17. as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 577 of the acts of

1958, and inserting in place thereof the following section: —Section 17. The
immission, the commission on administration and

if veterans’ services, the commissioners on uniform
the state ballot law commission, themi:

ard of trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts, the board of trustees
the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke, the milk regulation board, the alcoholic

,rol commission, the state housing board, the trustees of the statebeveragi
mmission, the Greylock reservation commission, the

the Massachusetts commission against discrimina-
ion, the state airport management board, weather amendment board, council
ir the aging, commissioner on alcoholism, the boxers’ fund board, Massachu-

commission on atomic energy, finance advisory board, medical, dental and
■sing scholarship board, retirement law commission, the Massachusetts aero

mmission, the obscene literature control commission and the Massa-
:husetts rehabilitation commission shall serve under the governor and council
and shall be subject to such supervision as the governor and council deem
necessary and prope

Section 2. Said chapter 6 is hereby further amended by adding after section
101, added by section 2 of said chapter 577, the following three sections under
the caption retirement law commission; Section 102. There shall be a

of seven members, consisting of the executive sec-•etiremen

i of retirement, the executive secretary of the teachers’,a

ment board, and five members appointed by the governor, with the advice
and consent of the council. The members shall serve without compensation but
hall receive their necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their official
duties. The chairman of said commission shall be designated from time to time
by the governor. Upon the expiration of the term of an appointive member, his

all be appointed in the manner aforesaid for a term of five years.
rement law commission shall conduct continuing studies

ans of law relative to retirement allowances, pen-
ties; the administration of pensions by state, county, city andins or annuit

study the potential cost of provisions of existing lawtown a
and of all proposed changes. Said commission shall report annually to the

ral court its activities and accomplishments, and such
ssary to effect desirable changes in the

dlu' (Ecmmmuuealtlf of Maasarlfuaftts

XT OF THE ACT CREATING THE COMMISSION.

Chapter 623.
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retirement law and to promote a more efficient administration thereof. It may

prepare and publish reports for the information of employees concerning
benefits available and procedures to be followed, and reports to the public to
promote more adequate understanding of the retirement policies and problems
of the commonwealth.

Section 101). Said commission may appoint an executive secretary who shall
not be subject to chapter thirty-one and who shall receive such salary as the
commission with the approval of the governor and council may fix, and may
appoint such other assistants, consultants, investigators and experts as it deems
necessary to carry out the provisions of section one hundred and three. Said
commission shall be provided with adequate offices in the state house or else-
where in the city of Boston. It may call upon any department, board, com-
mission or officer of the commonwealth or of any subdivision of the common-
wealth for such information as it may desire in the course of its duties. It may
hold public hearings and shall have the power to summon witnesses and to

quire the production of books, records and pape:

ion 3. Of the members first appointed to the retirement law commission,
shed under section one hundred and two of chapter six of the General

Laws, added by section two of this act, one shall be appointed for a term of
one year, one for a term of two years, one for a term of three years, one for
a term of four years and one for a term of five years.

Approved October 3. 1958.
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(General Laws, Chapter 6, Sections 102-104).

JOHN E. COYNE, Chairman, of Milton.

THOMAS F. DUFFY of Lynn.

HAROLD L. MILLER of Newton.

JOSEPH D. CONWAY of Winchester.

ANTHONY N. TOMASIELLO of Shrewsbury.

JOHN J. MANNING of Salem.

JOSEPH B. CARROLL of Winthrop.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE

RETIREMENT LAW COMMISSION



February 28, 1962

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Retirement Law Commission submits herewith report pur-
suant to the provisions of Chapter 112, Resolves of 1961.

Respectfully submitted,
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Coady, Jr., John J. Campbell and John J. Toomey that certain
public employees retired as veterans be permitted to receive a
lesser pension which provides for survivorship benefits to their

(House, No. 1670 of 1961.)surviv

PROPOSAL: Permit a veteran retired on a non-contributory dis-
ability pension under section 57 of the retirement laws to volun-
tarily reduce the pension in order to provide survivorship benefits
for spouse. The computation of the amount of veteran’s pension
and the amount of the spouse’s annuity to be on an actuarial equiva-^
lent basis, therefore no cost increase would be involved.

COMMENT: Pending before the present session of the Legislature
are several other petitions relating to this same subject, one deals

with the uniformed branch of the state police and another with
laborers under non-contributory section of the law. The Commis-
sion believes that all of these proposals should be carefully ap-
praised in relation to their effect on existing superannuation and
disability provisions of the contributory and the non-contributory
sections of the law. Further there should be evaluation of the legis-
lation in terms of conformance to sound retirement law procedure
and policy. For these reasons, the proposal is not approved by the
Commission.

The Retirement Law Commission does, however, recommend
that further study be given to the subject matter of this proposal.
The Legislature has been asked to provide funds to carry on work
of the Commission, and when an appropriation is made available
the Commission will proceed with further study of this proposal.
2. Petition of Peter George Asiaf for legislation to provide that
social security benefits shall not be considered as income when con-
sidering the eligibility of certain war veterans for retirement from
the public service. (House, No. 3069 of 1961.)

PROPOSAL: Provide that Social Security benefits shall not be con-
sidered as income when considering the eligibility of certain war%
veterans for retirement from the public service.
COMMENT: Section 57 of Chapter 32 of the General Laws, as
amended, provides that a veteran as defined in section 1 of the
chapter who is in the service of the Commonwealth or any political

1. Petition of John R. Sennott, Jr., Mary B. Newman, Thomas F.
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subdivision thereof which has accepted the provisions of the so-
called Veterans Retirement Act, shall be retired if incapacitated
for active service, with consent of retiring authority, and provided
he has at least ten years’ service, at one-half highest annual rate
of compensation payable while he was holding grade held at his
retirement; with additional 1% of such annual rate of compensa-
tion for each year in excess of ten years, to a maximum total of
65% of such compensation; provided that his total income from all
sources, exclusive of this retirement allowance and any United
'States Government pension for war service, does not exceed $lOOO.

The Commission takes the position this proposal is in the nature
of special legislation designed only for a very small minority.

The Commission questions the necessity and desirability of this
legislation from the viewpoint of evidence of a genuine demand for
such change. For these reasons, the Commission does not approve
this proposal.

JOHN E. COYNE, Chairman
THOMAS F. DUFFY
HAROLD L. MILLER
JOSEPH D. CONWAY
ANTHONY N. TOMASIELLO
JOHN J. MANNING
JOSEPH B. CARROLL
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