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Senate, March 26, 1962.

The committee on Public Safety, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 421) of James F. Burke
for legislation relative to the powers and duties of the board estab-
lished to regulate gas fitting in buildings throughout the Com-
monwealth, report the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 686).

For the committee,

MARY L. FONSECA.
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the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

An Act relative to the powers and duties of the board estab-
lished TO REGULATE GAS FITTING IN BUILDINGS THROUGHOUT
THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of Section 12H of Chap-
-2 ter 25 of the General Laws, inserted by Section 1 of Chapter
3 737 of the Acts of 1960, is hereby amended by striking out
4 the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
5 sentence: As used in this section the words “gas fitting”
6 shall be construed to include the installation, alteration and
7 replacement of a system beyond the gas meter outlet or
8 regulator through which is conveyed or intended to be con-
-9 veyed fuel gas of any kind for power, refrigeration, heating

10 or illuminating purposes including the connection therewith
11 and testing of gas fixtures, ranges, refrigerators, stoves, water
12 heaters, house heating boilers, and any other gas using ap-
-13 pliances, and all attachments and appurtenances, and the
14 maintenance in good and safe condition of said systems, and
15 the making of necessary repairs and changes.

1 Section 2. Said Chapter 25 of the General Laws is here-
-2 by further amended by adding after Section 12H, inserted by
3 Section 1 of said Chapter 737, the following:
4 Section 12-1. The following words shall, as used in this
5 section and sections twelve J to twelve L, inclusive, have the
6 following meanings:
7 “Journeyman gas fitter”, a person who does any work in

ag as defined in section twelve H
9 “Master gas fitter”, a gas fitter who, by himself or by

10 journeymen gas fitters in his employ, performs gas fitting
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work subject to inspection under the rules and regulations
adopted by the Board established under section twelve H.

11
12

Section 12-J. The Board shall hold examinations for the
licensing for journeymen and master gas fitters at such times
and places as it shall determine, but not less than once in
each year. It may make such rules and regulations as are
deemed necessary for the conduct of such examinations. The
Board shall employ an examiner who shall receive as com-
pensation not more than fifty dollars a day during the period
of such examinations and the correction thereof. The exami-
ner appointed by the Board shall not be an employee of any
utility corporation which is subject to the provisions of Chap-
ter 164 of the General Laws nor shall he examine any candi-
date who is or has been his employee or is or has been actively
associated in business with him, but shall refer such candi-
dates to the Board. An applicant shall, upon payment of the
prescribed fee, be examined by the Board, and, if he passes
such examination, shall be licensed as a journeyman gas fitter
or master gas fitter, and shall receive a certificate thereof
from the Board. The Board shall have a seal. Such license
shall not be assignable or transferrable and shall be valid for
a period of one year from its date of issue, may be renewed
for a like period upon application therefor on blank forms
to be furnished by the Board.
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34
35 Section 12-K. The following fees shall be paid by individuals

to the Board:36
37
38

(b) For issuance of a master gas fitter’s license, original,
at the rate of ten dollars for twelve months; renewal, eight
dollars.

39
40
41

(c) For each examination for a journeyman gas fitter’s
license, five dollars.

42
43

(d) For the issuance of a journeyman gas fitter’s license,
original, at the rate of five dollars for twelve months; renewal
three dollars.

44
45
46

(a) For each examination for a master gas fitter’s license,
five dollars.

Section 12-L. No person shall engage in the business of a
master gas fitter or work as a journeyman gas fitter unless

47
48
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49 he is lawfully licensed by the Board established under section
50 twelve H or is licensed by the Board of Examiners of Plumbers
51 as a master plumber or a journeyman plumber under General
52 Laws, Chapter 142, and persons so licensed as master plumber
53 or journeyman plumber under General Laws, Chapter 142,
54 shall not be required to take any examination from or be
55 licensed by the Board established under Section twelve H.
56 Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be pun-
-57 ished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars.

Section 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
twelve J and twelve K of chapter twenty-five of the General
Laws, inserted by section two of this Act, qualified applicants
may file an application for a license as a master gas fitter or
journeyman gas fitter with the Board established under sec-
tion twelve H of said Chapter twenty-five, at any time prior
to January first, nineteen hundred and sixty-three and may
be so licensed as a master gas fitter or journeyman gas fitter
if found qualified in accordance with the following procedure.
Said application shall be on a form furnished by said Board
which form shall contain requirements for fully developing
the history of the applicant with respect to his training and
experience as a gas fitter. The application shall elicit such
information as shall satisfy the Board that the applicant has
had at least five years’ practical experience in the trade of
gas fitting as defined in section 12H of this Act. The state-
ment of the applicants on the application form shall be made
under the penalties of perjury and sworn to before an officer
qualified to administer oaths. The applicant shall also furnish
evidence to the Board that he is of good moral character and,
if the Board is satisfied that he possesses the required experi-
ence as set forth above, and the applicant pays the appro-
priate examination and original license fee as provided in
section twelve K of said chapter twenty-five, it shall, without
oral or written examination, grant to such applicant the license
for which application is made, and such license shall be effec-
tive January first, nineteen hundred and sixty-three and shall
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on the anniversary of the licensee’s date of birth next9S



1962.] SENATE —No. 686. 5

*

�

29 occurring more than twelve months after the date of issu-
ance. Any person who knowingly makes, or causes to be
made, a false, deceptive or fraudulent statement in the appli-
cation referred to above, shall, upon conviction, be sentenced
to pay a fine of not less than $25 nor more than $500.00.
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31
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Any person who, on the effective date of this act, is licensed
as a master gas fitter or journeyman gas fitter under the pro-
visions of section one hundred and twenty-one of chapter four
hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
thirty-eight, shall, without oral or written examination, be
granted and issued by said Board, a license as a master gas
fitter or journeyman gas fitter, upon the payment of eight
dollars and five dollars, respectively, provided, however, that
a master gas fitter’s license shall not be issued unless an
applicant for such license submits satisfactory evidence that
he has at least one year’s practical experience as a journey-
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man gas fitter.45
46 All sections of Chapter 479 of the Acts of 1938 and all city

or town ordinances or by laws pertaining to the examination
and licensing of journeymen and/or master gas fitters are
hereby revoked.
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