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Executive Department

State House, Boston, March 31, 1962.

■To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

For the second time within a matter of months citizens of Mas-
sachusetts are suffering from a cessation of public transporta-
tion service which is the responsibility of the Metropolitan Transit
Authority.

It is painfully obvious to me, as I am sure it is to each of you
and to our citizens, that interruption of such services presents a
serious threat to the health, safety and welfare of the public. The
record of the service stoppage, in the winter, approximately a yeai
ago, was marked by serious suffering inflicted particularly upon
children, the sick, and the elderly.

Now a service stoppage has again occurred, this time in direct
violation of a Superior Court order.

Such serious, dangerous and deliberate assault upon the public
health and safety, as well as the economy, cannot be tolerated, and
its evils are compounded when a work schedule dispute causes the
cessation of public passenger transportation on a facility which is
supported, in whole or in part, by public funds. Under such cir-
cumstances it is the common obligation of both labor and manage-
ment to put above every other consideration the rights of those
who pay the bills the citizens.

This common obligation, briefly stated, is to provide efficient,
uninterrupted service, despite any internal disputes that may exist.
We, as the elected representatives of the people, must make every
effort to insure that this obligation is carried out and that the
rights of the citizens are preserved.

This morning I gave union leaders an opportunity to provide a
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resumption of service that would have obviated the necessity for
this Special Session. This opportunity was not taken.

This attitude requires that I take this present action in the pub-
lic interest, and I do so with full appreciation of the rights and
duties of labor with which I was once connected.

With these precepts in mind I submit herewith an amendment
to the Metropolitan Transit Authority act, Chapter 544, Acts of
1947, which amendment is designed to permit the Governor of the
Commonwealth to declare a state of emergency whenever he findst
that a stoppage of Metropolitan Transit Authority service exists,
such as to interfere with essential service to the public and there-
by endanger the public health and safety.

This amendment provides for continuance of service through
the taking over of the Authority’s facilities and the operation of
them for the benefit and the service of our citizens.

I also submit herewith amendments to the General Laws which
will allow the courts of our Commonwealth to sit on Sundays and
allow legal process to be served on Sundays.

Respectfully submitted,
JOHN A. VOLPE.

Governor of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

An Act amending certain provisions of the general laws as
THEY APPEAR IN THE TERCENTENARY EDITION.

1 Whereas, the deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose which is to permit the supreme judicial
3 court and the superior court to authorize the issuance and
4 service of civil process on the Lord’s day on matters of press-
-5 ing necessity, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
6 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public con-
-7 venience and necessity.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 13 of chapter 136 of the General Laws
2 (Tercentenary Edition), inserted by chapter 105 of the Acts
3 of 1932 is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “process” and before the semicolon, on line 5, the following:
5 “unless service is specifically authorized by a justice sitting on
6 the Lord’s day under authority granted pursuant to the pro-
-7 vision of section 4, chapter 213 of the General Laws as appear-
-8 ing in the Tercentenary Edition.”

1 Section 2. Section 4of chapter 213 of the General Laws
2 (Tercentenary Edition), inserted by section 5 of chapter 449
3 of the Acts of 1947 is amended by striking out the word “not”
4 on line 10 and inserting in lieu thereof “Sundays and”.

APPENDIX A
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

An Act authorizing the governor to take possession of and
OPERATE THE METROPOLITAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY IN THE EVENT
OF INTERRUPTION OF SERVICE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to authorize the governor to take
3 possession of the Metropolitan Transit Authority in the event
4 of interruption of service, it is hereby declared to be an emer-
-5 gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
6 public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 544 of the acts of 1947, as amended, is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after section 19 the following
3 section:
4. Section 19A. Whenever the governor finds that transporta-
-5 tion of passengers on any vehicle of the Metropolitan Transit
6 Authority has been interrupted by reason of any group of
7 employees calling a strike or going out on strike or causing
8 any work stoppage or slowdown, and that, as a result of such
9 interruption, the availability of essential services has been, or

10 is imminently threatened to such an extent as to endanger
11 the health or safety or welfare of the community, he shall
12 thereupon declare that an emergency exists. During such
13 emergency the governor may take possession of, and operate
14 in whole or in part, the lines and facilities of the Metropolitan
15 Transit Authority in order to safeguard the public health,
16 safety and welfare. Such power and authority may be exer-

APPENDIX B
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cised through any department or agency of the common-
wealth or through any person or persons and with the assist-
ance of such public or private instrumentalities as may be
designated by the governor. Such lines and facilities shall be
operated for the account of the Metropolitan Transit Au-
thority. The emergency shall terminate upon proclamation
by the governor. This section shall apply notwithstanding the
provisions of any other sections of this chapter or of other
laws to the contrary.
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