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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

I am returning herewith without my approval Senate Bill 761
entitled, “An Act Relative To Reports Required To Be Submitted
To The Probate Court In Adoption Cases”.

This bill proposes to permit waiver of the present requirement
for a written report from the Department of Public Welfare in
adoption proceedings.

Adoption of children under the age of fourteen is a very serious
procedure and one of lasting importance. It is a matter of grave
concern for the child being adopted, for the petitioners who seek
the adoption, and for the community itself. The gravity of adop-
tion has been recognized by the requirement, in General Laws,
section SA, chapter 210, for a written report from the Department
of Public Welfare with sufficient detail as will give the court full
knowledge as to the desirability of the proposed adoption. The
present statute requires a report to be submitted not later than
thirty days after the Department of Public Welfare has received
notice of the filing of the petition of adoption; and if further time
is necessary for the inquiries to enable the court to have such full
knowledge, the time may be extended with the permission of the
court.

The written report required under the statute is one wherein
appropriate inquiry was made to determine the condition and ante-
cedents of the child for the purpose of ascertaining whether he is
a proper subject for adoption and to determine whether the peti-
tioners and their homes are suitable for the proper rearing of the
child.

Obviously, any number of instances can be conceived wherein
such important, basic and essential information may very easily
take more than thirty days of time to gather and evaluate, bearing
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in mind that many cases of adoption pertain to instances where
the child may have been born outside of this Commonwealth, or
the matrimonial status of parents is determined by actions that
occurred outside of this Commonwealth.

So important is it deemed for a completely written report to be
laid before the court to assist in the court’s determination that
the law also presently provides that no decree shall be made upon
a petition under adoption until such written report has been re-
ceived.

I respectfully submit that the proposed legislation is unnecessary
because under existing law, as I pointed out above, if thirty days
have elapsed and a report has not been submitted or completed,
the court now has the prerogative of extending the time for filing
the report of accepting the report as presented. Furthermore, the
Division of Child Guardianship has presently the lowest number
of cases pending adoption study than it has had for years.

I also consider this legislation imprudent in that the effect of
it will be to detract from the absolute and basic importance to be
given to a complete and plenary inquiry into the backgrounds of
child and petitioners with the result that all the previous efforts
to keep the nefarious practice of blackmarket and graymarket
adoption cases out of Massachusetts will be jeopardized.

In view of the foregoing reasons, I cannot, in good conscience,
approve the measure.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor

of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.


