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Commission Against Discrimination

The Honorable Kevin H. White, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House,
Boston 33, Massachusetts.

Dear Sir: In accordance with the provisions of General Laws,
chapter 30, sections 33 and 33A, as amended, I have the honor to
submit three bills embodying legislation recommended. These
drafts have been submitted to the Counsel for the House of Repre-
sentatives as required by law.

The recommendations are as follows

1. An Act changing the Name of a Commission from the

Massachusetts Commission against Discrimination to
the Massachusetts Commission for Human Rights.

The Commission believes that the proposed change in title will
reflect more accurately than does the current title of the Commis-
sion its affirmative duties and functions within its sphere of juris-
diction. Similar commissions in other states have indicated that
the proposed name enjoys popular support and promotes under-
standing of the function of the Commission within the community
affected.

2. An Act modifying the Powers of the Court in Certain
Actions arising under Chapter 1518 of the General
Laws.

The power to issue temporary restraining orders in appropriate
cases has always been considered a matter for the exercise of sound
judicial discretion. The limitations on this discretion which the
common law imposes have impeded the effective enforcement of
the fair practices laws. The Commission believes that adequate
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protections against indiscriminatory issuance of temporary restrain-
ing orders is inherent in the requirement that such orders be issued
only by a Justice of the Superior Court.

A.n Act exempting Certain Housing Accommodations from
the Provisions of the Massachusetts Fair Practices
Laws.

The Commission believes that the fair practices laws were not
intended to apply to the leasing of housing accommodations within
the household of the lessor nor does it believe that the law ought so
to invade the prerogative of a householder. The proposed act will
clarify the jurisdictional effectiveness of the Commission in this
regard

Respectfully submitted,

(Mrs.) MILDRED H. MAHONEY,
Chairmar


