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Department of Public Welfare
600 Washington Street, Boston 11, November 4, 1963.

Hon. Kevin H. White, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House, Boston
Massachusetts.

My dear Mr. Secretary: In accordance with the provisions
of chapter 30, section 33, as amended by the acts of 1948, chapter
67, we are transmitting the enclosed bills and recommendations for
legislative action.

Very truly your;

ROBERT F. OTT,

HOUSE No. 64

Cl)e Commontoealtj) of 6pasoadnioetts

Commissioner.
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1. An Act relative to the Granting of Public Assistance.
The Department is proposing this change because unnecessary-

hardship has resulted from the present provision of law. Whenever
an action is determined to be fraudulent or deceptive by a board of
public welfare, assistance is not available for a one-year period.
The individual, however wrong, is usually still in need and therefore
must be provided for from public funds.

The only other provision of law for granting assistance is under
chapter 117. When this is done, as is usually the case, the burden
of the cost is placed upon the towns and the Commonwealth and we
forego the availability of Federal funds. We should not be depriv-
ing ourselves of these available Federal funds for some puritanical
rationalization of the need to punish somebody. It should be the
stated policy and principle of the Commonwealth that assistance
must be granted under Federally aided programs whenever possible.

2. An Act relative to the Financial Responsibility for
Patients in the Tewksbury Hospital.

This bill is filed as a result of amendments last year to the public
assistance laws, chapters 117 and 118A, which remove settlement
as the basis for determining local financial responsibility. These
four sections are basically the same as the sections repealed in chap-
ter 117 having to do with settlement. By the repeal of these sec-
tions, section 14 of chapter 122 will be the basis for determining
financial responsibility for patients in Tewksbury Hospital who are
public charges.

3. An Act relative to the Financial Responsibility for
Persons infected by Smallpox or Other Disease Dan-
gerous to the Public Health. '&

Section 116 of chapter 111 currently provides that when a person
has a local settlement, the local health department is financially
responsible for the care of persons infected with smallpox or other
disease dangerous to the public health other than tuberculosis, and
when the person has no settlement in the Commonwealth, the local
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health department in the first instance assumes financial responsi-
bility subject to reimbursement by the State Welfare Department.

Since this Department has no jurisdiction or authority in such
cases and is a participant only in a bookkeeping transaction by re-
imbursing local boards of public health for payments made to the
State Department, of Public Health, we have for some years pro-
posed legislation which would provide that the State Department
of Public Health be the responsible State agency. Section 116, as
amended by chapter 608 of the acts of 1960, perpetuates this same
inconsistent legal provision by merely eliminating responsibility for

•tuberculosis but continuing responsibility for small pox and other
diseases dangerous to the public health. Since the State Depart-
ment of Public Health (section 92) has jurisdiction and authority
over hospitals caring for persons with a disease dangerous to the
public health, it wmuld appear to be more consistent to remove th
financial responsibility from the State Department of Public W
fare and place it in the State Department of Public Health.

Since the Legislature has removed legal settlement as the basis
for determining financial responsibility in public assistance (chap-
ters 566 and 726 of the acts of 1963) effective January 1, 1964, it
would appear that the provisions of section 80 of chapter 111 for
determining responsibility for the care of persons with tuberculosis,
which is now based on residence, should be extended to those per-

ns with smallpox or other diseases dangerous to the public health

Vn Act relative to the Granting of Medical Assistance
'or the Aged

This legislation is being proposed in order to simplify and clarify
the eligibility requirements of the Medical Assistance for the Aged
Law. The present provisions of the law attempt to differentiate
the need of a spouse in terms of whether the applicant is the wife
or husband; for instance, the law' appears to provide an exemption
of $225.00 for a married couple; however, when the husband is the
applicant and he is in need of care in a nursing home, the exemption
provided to the wife is only $150.00. If, on the other hand, the
wife is the applicant and is in a nursing home, the husband is al-
lowed an exemption of $225.00 to maintain his place of residence.

This bill w’ould make it clear that a $225.00 a month exemption is
available to a married couple so long as one of them maintains a
residence apart from an institution, irrespective of who is applying.
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5. An Act relative to Consent to the Adoption of Children
in Certain Case;

This suggested amendment of the law is proposed to make it
possible for the Probate Court to more readily make available for
adoption, children in the care of authorized children’s agencies, with-
out limitation by other provisions in the law when the Court deems
this is in the best interest of the child and with due regard to the
ability and fitness of the parent or guardian.
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